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PBLffiDRI AUGUSTI LIBERTI 
FABULARUM .ESOPIARUM 

LIBER PRIMUS. 



PEOLOGX78. 

u^sopus auctor quam materiam repperit» 
Hanc ego polivi versibus senariis. 
Duplex libelli dos est : quod risum movet 
Et quod prudent! vitam consilio monet. 
Calumniari si quis autem yoliierit. 
Quod arbores loquantur, non tantum ferce> 
Flctis jocari nos meminerit fabulis. 

FAB. I. 
LUPUS ET AGNUS. 

Ad rivum eundem lupus et agnus venerant 
Siti compulsi ; superior stabat lupus, 
Longeque inferior agnus. Tunc fauce improba 
Latro incitatus jorgii causam intulit. 
" Cur," inquit, " turbulentam fecisti mihi 
Aquam bibenti ?** Laniger contra timens, 
" Qui possum, quceso, facere, quod quereris, lupeP 
A te decurrit ad meos haustus liquor." 
Rcpulsus ille veritatis viribus, 
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2 PHiEDRI 

" Ante hos sex menses male dixisti milii." 10 

Respondit agnus, ** Equidem natus non eram." 
** Pater liercule tuns," inquit, " male dixit mihi.'* 
Atque ita correptnm lacerat injnsta nece. 

Hsec propter iilos scripta est homines fabnla. 
Qui fictis causis innocentes opprimunt. 15 

FAB. n. 
BANM BEGEM PETIERUNT. 

Athense quum florerent seqtds legibus, 
Procax libertas civitatem miscuit 
Frenumque solvit pristinum licentia. 
Hie conspiratis factionum partibus 
Arcem tyrannus occupat PisistratUs. 5 

Quum tristem servitutem flerent Attici> 
(Non quia crudelis ille, 6ed quoniam gravB 
Omne insuetis onus) et coepissent queri, 
^sopus talem tum fabellam rettulit. 

Ranse vagantes liberis paludibus 10 

Clamore magno regem petiere a Jove, 
Qui dissolutos mores vi compesceret. 
Pater deorum risit atque illis dedit 
Parvum tigillum, missum quod subito vadi 
Motu sonoque terruit pavidum genus. 15 

Hoc mersum limo quum jaceret diutius, 
Porte una tacite profert e stagno caput 
Et explorato rege cunctas evocat. 
Else timore posito certatim adnatant 
Lignumque supra turba petulans insilit : 20 

Quod quum inquinassent omm contumelia» 
Alium rogantes regem misere ad Jovem ; 
Inutilis quoniam esset qui fuerat datas. 
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FABULARUM I. 1—4. 3 

Turn niisit illis hydrum, qui dente aspero 

Compere coepit singulas : frustra necem ^h 

Eugitant inertes : vocem prsecludit metus. 

Furtim igitur dant Mercurio mandata ad Joveni, 

Afflictis ut succurrat. Tunc contra deus, 

" Quia noluistis vestrum ferre," inquit, " bonum. 

Malum perferte." " Vos quoque, o cives," ait, 30 

" Hoc sustinete, majus ne vcniat malum." 

FAB. III. 
GnACtJtitTS SUPEUBTTS ET PAVO. 

Ne gloriari libcat alienis bonis 
Suoque potius liabitu vitam degere, 
^sopus nobis hoc exemplum prodidit. 

Tumens inani graculus superbia, 
Pennas pavoni quse deciderant sustulit 5 

Seque exomavit. Deinde contemnens suos 
Immiscuit se pavonum formoso gregi. 
Illi impudent! pennas eripiunt avi 
Fugantque rostris. Male mulcatus graculus 
Redire mserens coepit ad proprium genus ; ]0 

A quo repulsus tristem sustinuit notam. 
Tum quidam ex illis, quos prius despexerat, 
" Contentus nostris si fuisses sedibus 
Et quod natura dederat voluisses pati, 
Nee illam ex{)ertus esses contumeliam, 15 

Nee banc repulsam tua sentiret calamitas." 

PAB. IV. 
CANIS PER FLtJVIUM CAKNEM FERENS* 

Amittit merito proprium qui alienum i^petit, 
Canis per flumen, camem dum ferret, natans, 
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4 PHyEDUl 

Lymphanim in speculo vidit simulacrum saum 

Aliamque praedam ab alio ferri putans 

Eripere voluit : verum decepta aviditas 5 

Et quem tenebat ore dimisit cibum, 

Nee quem petebat adeo potuit attingere. 

FAB. V. 
VA.CCA. ET CAPELLA, OVIS ET LEO. 

Nunquam est fidelis cum potente societas : 
Testatur hsec fabella propositum meum. 

Vacca et capella et patiens ovis injurise 
Socii fuere cum leone in saltibus. 
Hi quum cepissent cervum vasti corporis, 5 

Sic est locutus, partibus factis, leo, 
" Ego primam tollo, nominor quia leo ; 
Secundam, quia sum fortis, tribuetis mihi ; 
Tum, quia plus valeo, me sequetur tertia; 
Malo afficietur, si quis quartam tetigerit." 10 

Sic totam prsedam sola improbitas abstulit. 

FAB. VI. 
EAN^ AD SOLEM, 

Vicini furis celebres vidit nuptias 
jSlsopus, et continue narrare incipit : 

Uxorem quondam Sol quum vellet duccre, 
Clamorem ranae sustulere ad sidera. 
Convicio permotus quserit Jupiter 5 

Causam querelse. Qusedam tum stagni incola, 
" Nunc," inquit, " omnes unus exurit lacus, 
Cogitque miseras arida sede emori. 
Quidnam futurum est, si crearit liberos ?" 
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FABULARUM I. 4—9. 5 

FAB. VII. 
VULFES AD PERSONAM TBA&ICAM. 

Personam tragicam forte vulpes viderat : 
" O quanta species," inquit, "cerebrum non liabet !" 

Hoc illis dictum est, quibus honorem et gloriam 
Fortuna tribuit, sensum communem abstulit, 

FAB. VIII. 
LUPUS ET GB.UIS. 

Qui pretium meriti ab improbis desidcrat. 
Bis peccat : primum quoniam indignos adjuvat ; 
Impune abire deinde quia jam non potest. 

Os devoratum fauce quum bsereret lupi, 
Magno dolore victus coepit singulos 5 

Inlicere pretio, ut illud extraherent malum. 
Tandem persuasa est jure jurando gruis ; 
Gulseque credens colli longitudinem, 
Periculosam fecit medicinam lupo. 
Pro quo quum pactum flagitaret praemium, 10 

" Ingrata es," inquit, "ore quae nostro caput 
Incolume abstuleris et mercedem postulas." 

FAB. IX. 
PASSER AD LEPOREH CONSILIATOR. 

Sibi non cavere et aliis consilium dare 
Stultum esse paucis ostendamus versibus. 

Oppressum ab aquila, fletus edentem graves 
Leporem objurgabat passer : " XJbi pemicitas 
Nota," inquit, " ilia est P Quid ita cessarunt pedes ?" 5 
Dum loquitur, ipsum accipiter nee opinum rapit 
Questuque vano clamitantem interficit. 
Lepus semianimus mortis in solatio, 
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6 PHiEDRI 

" Qui modo seciirus nostra irridebas mala, 

Simili querete fota depbraa tua." 10 

FAB. X. 
JiTJPUS BT TDI4PES JUDICB Sllfia 

Qtdcunque turpi fraude semel innotuit, 
Etiam si verum (ficit, amittit fidem. 
Hoc attestatur brevis -^sopi fabula. 

Lupus arguebat vulpem furti criming : 
Negabat ilia se esse culpse proximam, 5 

Tunc judex inter illos sedit simius. 
Uterque causam quum perorassent suam^^ 
Dixisse fertur simius sententiam : 
" Tu non videris perdidisse quod petis ; 
Te credo subripuisse^ quod pulchre ftege^a/' 10 

FAB. XI, 
A8INU8 £T LBQ YBNAJmS, 

Virtutis expers verbis jactans gloriam 
Ignotos fallit, notis est derisui. 

Venari asello comite quum v^llet leo, 
Contexit ilium frutice et admonuit simul^ 
Ut insiieta voce terreret feras, 5 

Eugientes ipse exciperet. Hie auritulus 
Clamorem subito tollit totis viribus 
Novoque turbat bestias miraculo. 
Q,U8B dum paventes exitus notos petunt, 
Leonis affliguntur borrendo impetu. 10 

Qui, postquam csede fessus est, asinum evocat 
Jubetque vocem premere. Tunc ille insolens, 
" Qudis videtur opera tibi vocis mese ?" 
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FABULARUM I. 9—18. 7 

** Insignis," inquit, " sic, ut nisi nossem tutuu 
Animum genusque, simili fuglssem metu." 1& 

FAB. XIL 
CEEVUS AD rONTEM. 

Laudatis utiliora, quae contempseris, 
Seepe inveniri, lisec erit narratio. 

Ad fontem cervus, quum bibisset, restitit 
Et in liquore vidit effigiem suam. 
Ibi dum ramosa mirans laudat comuj^ 5 

Crummque nimiam tenuitatem vituperat, 
Venantum subito vpcibus conterritus 
Per campum fugere coepit et cursu levi 
Canes elusit. Silva turn excepit ferum^ 
In qua retentis impeditua cornibus 10 

Lacerari coepit morsibus saevis cannm. 
Tunc moriens vocem banc edidisse dicitur : 
" O me infelicem ! qui nunc demum intelligo, 
TJtilia mihi quam fuerjnt^ quae despexeram, 
Et, qu8B laudaram, quantum luctus babueriut/' 15 

FAB. XIII. 
YULPES ET COEYUS, 

Qui se laudari gaudet Yerbis subdoHa, 
Fere dat pcenaa turpi pcenitentia. 

Quum de fenestra coiyus raptum easeum 
Comesse Yellet, celsa residens arbore, 
Vulpes tunc Yidit, deinde sic coepit loqui : 5 

" qui tuarum, corve, pennarum est nitor ! 
Quantum decoris corpore et Yultu geris ! 
Si Yoeem haberes, nuUa prior ales foret." 
At ille stultus, dum vult vocem ostendere, 
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8 PHJEDRI 

Emisit ore caseum, quern celeriter 10 

Dolosa vulpes avidis rapuit dentibus. 

Turn demnin ingemuit corvi deceptos stupor. 

Hac re probatur ingenium quantum valet 
Virtute et semper praevalet sapientia. 

FAB. XIV. 
EX SUTOKE MEDICUS. 

Malus quum sutor inopia deperditus 
Medicinam ignoto facere coepisset loco 
Et venditaret falso antidotum nomine, 
Verbosis acquisivit sibi famam strophis. 
Hie quum jaceret morbo confectus gravi 5 

Bex urbis, ejus experiendi gratia 
Scypbum poposcit : fusa dein simulans aqua 
mius miscere antidoto se toxicum, 
Ebibere jussit ipsum posito prsemio. 
Timore mortis ille tum confessus est 10 

Non artis ulla medico se prudentia, 
Verum stupore vulgi facteim nobilem. 
Eex advocata concione hsec edidit : 
" Quantae putatis esse vos dementise. 
Qui capita vestra non dubitatis credere, 15 

Cui calceandos nemo commisit pedes P" 

Hoc pertinere vere ad illos dixerim. 
Quorum stultitia qusstus impudentise est. 

FAB. XV. 
ASINTJS AD SENEM FASTOREM. 

In principatu commutando sspius 
Nil praeter domini nomen mutant pauperes. 
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FABULARUM I. 13—17. 9 

Id esse yemm parva hwc fabella indieat. 

Asellum in prato timidus pascebat senex. 
Is hostium clamore subito territns 5 

Suadebat asino fogere, ne possent capi. 
At ille lentus, " Qusso, num binas mihi 
Clitellas impositurum vietorem putas ?" 
Senex negavit. " Ergo quid refert mea, 
Chii serviam P clitellas dum portem meas." 10 

FAB. xvi. 
OVIS, CEEVTTS ET LUPUS. 

Fraudator homines quum advocat sponsnm improbos, 
Non rem expedire, sed malum dare expetit. 

Ovem rogabat cervus medium tritici 
Lupo sponsore. At ilia prsemetuens dolum : 
" Rapere atque abire semper adsuevit lupus, 5 

Tu de conspectu fugere veloci impetu : 
XJbi vos requiram, quum dies advenerit ?" 

FAB. XVII. 
OVIS, CANIS ET LUPUS. 

Solent mendaces luere poenas malefici. 
Calumniator ab ove quum peteret canis, 
Quem commodasse panem se contenderet, 
Lupus citatus testis non unum mode 
Deberi dixit, verum affirmavit decem. 5 

Ovis damnata false testimonio 
Quod non debebat solvit. Post paucos dies 
Bidens jacentem in fovea conspexit lupum : 
" Hsec," inquit, "merces fraudis a superis datur." 
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10 PH^DRI 

FAB.- xvm. 

Nemo libenter leoolit qui l»sit kocup. 
Instante partu mulier aefeis mensibns 
Huino jacebat flebiles gemitus eiens. 
Vir est hortatus, oorpus lecto reoiperet, 
Onus naturse melius quo deponeret. * 

" Minime," inquit, " illo posse confido loco 
Malum finiri, quo conceptwpa est initio." 

FAB. XIX. 

CANIS PAHTUJIIENS, 

Habent insidias bominis blanditiae mali ; 
Q,uas ut vitemus, versus subjeoti monent. 

Canis parturiens quum rogasset alteram, • 
Ut fetum in ejus tugurio deponeret, 
Facile impetravit : deia reposcenti locum R 

Preces admovit, tempus exorans breve, 
Dum firmiores catulos posset ducere. 
Hoc quoque consumpto, flagitare validius 
Cubile coepit. " Si mibi et turbee mese 
Par," inquit, "esse potueris, cedam loco." 10 

FAB. XX. 
CANES l-AMEWCI, 

Stultum consilium iKm modo effectu e«r^ 
Sed ad pemiciem quoque mortalea dQyoeat. 

Gorium depressum in fluyio viderunt canes : 
Id ut comesse extractum possent facilius, 
Aquam coepere ebibere ; sed rupti prius 5 

Periere, quam quod petieraut contingerent. 
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FABULARUM I. 18—22. II 

FAB. XXI. 
LEO SENEX, AfflB. TATJI^igS £T ASINITS. 

Quicunque amisit dignitatem pristinam, 
Ignavis est etiam jocus in casu gravi. 

Defectus annis et desertus viribua 
Leo quum jaceret spiritnm extremmn trahens, 
Aper fulmineis ad eum venit dentibus 5 

Et vindicavit ictn veterem injuriam : 
Infestis taurus mox confodit comibus 
Hostile corpus. Asinus, ut vidit ferum 
Impune Isedi, calcibus frontem extudit. 
At ille exspirans, " Fortes indigne tuli 10 

Milii insultare : te, naturae dedecus. 
Quod ferre cogor, certe bis videor mori.** 

FAB. xxih 
HUSTEIA ET HOMO. 

Mustela ab bomine prensa, quum instantem necem 
EflFugere vellet, " Q,u8bso, parce," inquit, " mihi, 
Quse tibi molestis muribus purgo domum." 
Respondit ille, "Faceres si causa mea, 
Gratum esset et dedissem veniam supplici. 5 

Nunc quia laboras, ut fruaris reliquiis, 
Quas sunt rosuri, simul et ipsos devores, 
Noli imputare vanum beneficium mihi." 
Atque ita locutus improbam leto dedit. 
Hoc in se dictum debent illi agnoscere, 10 

Quorum privata servit utilitas sibi, 
Et meritum inane jactant imprudentibus. 
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FAB. xxni. 

CAUIS FIDELIS. 

Repente liberalis stultis grains est, 
Rerum peritis irritos tendit dolos. 

Nocturaus quum fur panem misisset cani, 
Objecto tentans an cibo posset capi, 
" Hens," inqnit, " linguam vis meam prfiecludere, 5 
Ne latrem pro re domini P Multum faJleris. 
Namque ista subita me jubet benignitas 
Vigilare, facias ne mea culpa lucrum." 

FAB. XXIV. 
EANA KUPTA ET BOS. 

Inops, potentem dum vult imitari, perit. 
In prato quondam rana conspexit bovem 
Et tacta invidia tantse magnitudinis 
Rugosam inflavit pellem : turn natos suos 
Interrogavit, an bove esset latior. 5 

Uli negarunt. Rursus intendit cutem 
Majore nisu et simiH qusesivit modo, 
Quis major esset. Uli dixemnt, bovem. 
Novissime indignata, dum vult validius 
Inflare sese, rupto jacuit corpore. 10 

FAB. XXV. 
CANES ET COBCODIU. 

Consilia qui dant prava cautis bominibus, 
Et perdunt operam et deridentur turpiter. 

Canes currentes bibere in Nib flumine, 
A corcodilis ne rapiantur, traditum est. 
Igitur quum ciirrens bibere coepisset canis^ 5 
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Sic corcodilus, " Qoamlibet lambe otio> 

fPota, accede : noli timere/' sedulo 

Ait ; ** at noli vereri," inquit. At ille, 

" Facerem hercule, 

Nisi esse scirem camis te cupidum me»." 10 

FAB. XXVI. 

VULPES ET CICONIA. 

Nulli nocendum : si quis vero Iseserit, 
Multandum simili jnre fabella admonet. 

Vulpes ad cenam dicitur ciconiam 
Prior invitasse et illi in patena liqmdam 
Posnisse sorbitionem, quam nullo modo 5 

Gustare esmiens potuerit ciconia. 
Qu8B vulpem quiun revocasset, intrito cibo 
Plenam lagonam posuit : huic rostrum inserens 
Satiator ipsa et torquet couvivam fame. 
QusB qunm lagonsB collum frustra lamberet, 10 

Peregrinam sic locutam volucrem accepimus : 
" Sua quisque exempla debet tequo animo pati." 

FAB. XXVII. 
CANIS ET THESAURUS ET VULTUBIUS. 

Hsec res avaris esse conveniens potest 
Et qui humiles nati, dici locupletes student. 

Humana effodiens ossa tbesaurum canis 
Invenit, et violarat quia Manes deos, 
Jnjecta est illi divitiarum cupiditas, . 5 

Poenas ut sanctte religioni penderet. 
Itaque aurum dum custodit, oblitus cibi 
Fame est consumptus ; quern stans vulturius super 
Fcrtur locutus, " O canis, merito jaces, 
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Qui concupisti subito r^^es opes, 10 

Trivio couceptus et educatus stercoi^e." 

FAB. XXVIII. 
VTJLPES ET AQlTItiA. 

Quamvis sublimes debent burailes metucre, 
Vindicta docili quia patet sollerti®. 

Vulpinos catulos aquila quondam sustulit 
Nidoque posuit pullis, escam ut carperent. 
Hanc persecuta mater orare incipit, 5 

Ne tantum miserse luclum importaret sibi. 
Contempsit ilia, tuta quippe ipso loco. 
Vulpes ab ara rapuit ardentem facem 
Totamque flammis arborem circumdedit, 
Hosti dolorem damno misceus sanguinis. 10 

Aquila ut periclo mortis eriperet suos 
Incolumes natos supplex vulpi tradidit. 

FAB. XXIX. 

ASINTJS IKRIDENS APRUM. 

Plerumque stulti risum dum captant levem, 
Gravi distringunt alios contumelia 
Et sibi nocivum concitant periculum* 

Asellus apro quum fuisset obvius, 
« Salve," inquit/'frater." Hie indignans itspadiai 5 
Officium, et quserit, cur sks mcntiri velit. 
Asinus demisso pene, " Similem si negas 
Tibi me esse, certe simile est hoc rostro ttto.'* 
Aper, quum vellet facere generosum impettun^ 
Repressit iram, et, "Facilis vindicta est mibi, 10 

Sed inquinari nolo ignavo sanguine.'* 
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FAB. XXX. 
RAN^ METTTENTES TAURORUM PRCEUA. 

Hurailes laborant, ubi potentcs dissident. 
Kana in palude pugnam taurorum intuens, 
" Heu quanta nobis instat pemicies !" ait. 
Interrogata ab alia, cur hoc diceret, 
De principatu quum illi certarent gregis, 5 

Longeque ab f illis degerent vitam boves> 
" Est statio separata ac diversum genus : 
Sed pulsus regno nemoris qui profugerit, 
Paludis in secreta veniet latibula, 
Et proculcatas obteret duro pede : 10 

Ita caput ad nostrum furor illorum pertinet." 

FAB. XXXl. 
MILUUS Et CX)LTJMB^. 

Qui se committit homini tutandum improbo, 
Auxilia dum requirit, exitium invenit. 

Golumbse saepe quum fugissent miluum 
Et celeritate pennse vitassent necem, 
Consilium raptor vertil ad fallaciam, 5 

Et genus inerme tali decepit dolo : 
" Quare soUicitum potius £Evum ducitis, 
Quam regem me creatis icto foedere, 
Qui vos ab omni tutas prsestem injuria P** 
lUee credentes tradunt sese miluo ; 10 

Qui regnum adeptus ocepit vesci singulas 
Et exercere imperium seevis unguibus. 
Tunc de relicuis una, " Merito plectimur." 
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PH^DRI AUGUSTI LIBERTI 
FABULARUM -^SOPIARUM 

LIBER SECUNDUS. 

^UCTOK. 

ExEMPLis continetur -ffisopi genus ; 

Nee aliud quicquam per fabeUas quseritur, 

Quam corrigatur error ut mortalium 

Acuatque sese diligens industria. 

Quicunque faerit ergo narrandi jocus ; 5 

Dum capiat aurem et servet propositum suuin, 

Re commendatur, non auctoris nomine. 

Equidem omni cura morem servabo senis ; 

Sed si libuerit aliquid interponere, 

Dictorum sensus ut delectet varietas, 10 

Bonas in partes, lector, accipias velim. 

f Ita sic rependct illi brevitas gratiam : 

Cujus verbosa ne sit commendatio, 

Attende cur negare cupidis debeas, 

Modcstis etiam offerre, quod non petierint : 15 
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FAB. I. 
JUVENCUS, LEO ET PILfflDATOB, 

Super juvencum stabat dejectum leo. 
Prsedator intervenit partem postulans. 
" Darem/' inquit, " nisi soleres per te sumere :" 
Et improbum rejecit. Forte iimoxius 
Yiator est deductus in eundem locum, 5 

Feroque viso retulit retro pedem. 
Cui placidus ille, " Non est quod timeas," §it : 
** Et, quae debetur pars tuse modestise, 
Audacter toUe." Tunc diviso tergore 
Silvas petivit, bomini ut accessum daret. 10 

Exeraplum egregium prorsus et laudabile ; 
Yerum est aviditas dives et pauper pudor. 



FAB. II. 
ANUS DILIGENS JUVENEM, ITEM PTELLA. 

A feminis utcunque spoliari viros, 
Ament, amentur, nempe exemplis discimus. 

^tatis medisB quondam muUer non rudis 
Tenebat annos celans elegantia : 
Animosque ejusdem pulcbra juvenis ceperat. 5 

AmbsB, videri dum volunt illi pares, 
Capillos bomini legere coepere invicem. 
Qui se putaret fingi cura mulierum, 
Calvus repente factus est : nam funditus 
Canos puella, nigros anus evellerat. 10 
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FAB. III. 
iESOPUS AD QUENDAM DE SUCCESSU IMPEOBORUM. 

Laceratus quidain morsu vehementis cauis 
Tinctuin cruore panem [im]misit malefico, 
Audierat esse quod remedium vulneris. 
Tunc sic -ffisopus, *' Noli coram pluribus 
Hoc facere canibus, ne nos vivos devorent, 5 

Quum scierint esse tale culpae pra3miuin." 
Successus improborum pluies allicit. 

PAB. IV. 
AQUILA, FELES ET APER 

Aquila in sublimi qnercu nidam feccrat : 
Feles cavernam nacta in media pcpererat : 
Sus nemoris cultrix fetmn ad imam posuerat. 
Turn fortuitum feles contubernium 
Traude et scelesta sic evertit malitia : 5 

Ad nidum scandit volucris : " Pernicies," ait, 
" Tibi paratur, forsan et miser» milii ; 
Nam fodere terram quod vides quotidie 
Aprum insidiosum, quercum vult evertere, 
Ut nostram in piano facile prc^eniem opprimat." 10 
Terrore offuso et perturbatis sensibus 
Derepit ad cubile setosse suis. 
" Magno," inquit, "in periclo sunt nati tui ; 
Nam, simul exieris pastum cum tenero grege, 
Aquila est parata rapere porcellos tibi." 15 

Hunc quoque timore postquam complevit lootun, 
Dolosa tuto condidit sese cavo : 
Inde evagata noctu suspense pede, 
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tJbi esca se replevit et pfolein stiatn, 

Pavorem simulftns pirospiclt toto die. 20 

Ruinam metuens aquila ramis desidet ; 

Aper rapinam vitans non prcdit foras. 

Quid multa ? Inedia sunt consumpti cum suis 

Telisque catulis largam prsebuerunt dapem. 

Quantum homo bilinguis ssepe concinnet mali, 25 
Documentum habere stulta credulitas potest. 

PAB. V. 

[item] c^sar ad atriensem. 

Est ardelionum queedam Eomse natio, 
Trepide concursans, occupata in otio, 
Gratis anhelansi multa agendo nihil agens, 
Sibi molesta et aliis odiosissima : 
Hanc emendare, si tamen possum, Tolo 5 

Vera fabella : pretium est operfie attendere. 

Caesar Tiberius quum petens Neapolim 
In Misenensem villam yenisset suam. 
Quae monte summo posita LucuUi manu 
Prospectat Siculum et fprospicit Tuscum marc, 10 
Ex alticinctis unus atriensibus, 
Cui tunica ab humeris linteo Pelusio 
Erat destricta, cirris dependentibus, 
Perambulante iseta domino viridia, 
Alveolo coepit ligneo conspergere 15 

Humum sestuantem, f jactans officium come : 
Sed deridetur. Inde notis flexibus 
Prsecurrit alium in xystum, sedans pulrercm. 
Agnoscit hominem Caesar, remque intelligit t 
* nt putavit esse nescio quid boni r 20 

" Heus !" inquit dominns. Ble enimvero adsilit, 
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Donationis alacer certse gaudio. 

Turn sic jocata est tanta majestas duels : 

" Non multnm egisti et opera nequicquam perit ; 

Multo majoris alapse mecum veneunt." 25 



FAB. VI. 
AQX7ILA ET COENIX. 

Contra potentes nemo est mnnitns satis ; 
Si vero accessit consiliator maleficus, 
Vis et neqnitia quicquid oppugnant, ruit. 
' Aquila in sublime sustidit testudinem : 
Quse quum abdidisset cornea corpus domo 5 

Nee ullo pacto Isedi posset condita, 
Venit per auras cornix, et propter volans, 
" Opimam sane praedam rapuisti unguibus ; 
Sed nisi monstraro quid sit faciendum tibi, 
Gravi nequicquam te lassabit pondere." 10 

Promissa parte suadet, ut scopulum super 
Altis ab astris duram inlidat corticem. 
Qua comminuta facile vescatur cibo. 
Inducta verbis aquila, monitis paruit, 
Simul et magistrae large divisit dapem. 16 

Sic tuta qus6 naturee fuerat munere, 
Impar duobus occidit tristi nece. 

FAB VII. 
MULI DUO ET YECTOB.es. 

Mull gravati sarcinis ibant duo : 
TJnus ferebat fiscos cum pecunia. 
Alter tumentes multo saccos hordeo. 
nie onere dives cdsa cervice eminet, 
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Clarumque collo jactat tintinnabulum, 5 

Comes quieto sequitur et placido gradu. 
Subito latrones ex iusidiis advolant 
Interque csBdem ferro mulum sauciant, 
Diripiunt nnmmos, negligunt vile hordeum, 
SpoKatus igitur casus quum fleret suos, 10 

" Equidem," inquit alter, " me contemptum gaudeo. 
Nam nil amisi nee sum Ifiesus vulnere." 

Hoc argumento tuta est hominum tenuitas : 
Magnae periclo sunt opes obnoxiae. 

FAB. VIII. 
CEEVTJS AD BOVES. 

Cervus nemorosis excitatus latibulis, 
Ut venatorum fugeret instantem necem, 
Cseco timore proximam villam petit 
Et opportuno se bubili condidit. 
Hie bos latenti, " Quidnam voluisti tibi, 5 

InfeHx, ultro qui ad necem cucurreris 
Hominumque tecto spiritum commiseris ?" 
At ille supplex, " Vos modo/* inquit, "parcite; 
Occasione rursus erumpam data." 
Spatium diei noctis excipiunt vices. 10 

Frondem bubulcus adfert nee ideo videt. 
Eunt subinde et redeunt omnes rustici ; 
Nemo animadvertit : transit etiam vilicus. 
Nee iUe quicquam sentit. Turn gaudens ferus 
Bubus quietis agere coepit gratias, 15 

Hospitium adverso quod prsestiterint tempore. 
Rcspondit unus, " Salvum te cupimus quidem ; 
Sed ille, qui oculos centum babet, si venerit, 
Magno in periclo vita vertetur tua." 
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Hsec inter ipse dominas a cena redit SO 

Et, quia cormpto8 viderat nuper boves, 
Accedit ad prsesepe : " Cur froadis parum est^ 
Strameuta desunt ? Tollere liaec araaea 
Quantum est laboris P" Dum Bcrutatur singula, 
Cervi quoque alta conspicatur comuft ; 35 

Quern convocata jubet occidi familia 
Prsedaraque toUit. — ^Haec signifipat fabttl% 
Dominum yidere plurimum in rebus 8tti& 

FAB. IX. 
AUCTOE. 

^sopi ingenio statuam posuere Attici 

Servumque collocamnt sterna in basi ; 

Patere bonori scirent ut cuncti viam 

Nee generi tribui, sed virtuti gloriam, 

Quoniam occuparat alter, ne primus forejn, 5 

Ne solus esset, studui j quod superfuit j 

Kec bfec invidia, verum est semulatio. 

Quod si labori faverit Latium meo, 

Plures habebit, quos opponat Grseciw, 

Si livor obtrectare curam voluirit, 10 

Non tameu eripiet laudis conscientiam. • 

Si nostrum studium pervenit ad aures tuas 

Et arte fictas animus sentit fabulas, 

Omnem querelam submovet felicitas. 

Sin autem doctus lUis occurrit labor, 15 

Sinistra quos in lucem natura extulit 

Nee quicquam possunt nisi meliores carpere, 

Eatale exitium corde durato feram, 

ponec fortunam criminis pudeat suj, 
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PHJIDM AUGUSTI LIBERTI 
FABULARUM ^SOPIAEUM 

LIBEK TERTIUS. 



PHJBDBUS AD EUIYCHUM. 

PHiEiDBi libellos legere si desideras, 

Vaces oportet, Eutyche, a negotiis, 

Ut liber animus sentiat vim carminis. 

" Verum," inquis, " tanti non est ingenium tuum, 

Momentum ut horsB pereat officii mei." 5 

Non ergo causa est manibus id tangi tuis, 

Quod occupatis auribus non convenit. 

Eortasse dices, " Aliquse venient ferise, 

Quse me soluto pectore ad studium vocent." 

Legesne, quseso, potius viles nsenias, 10 

Impendas curam quam rei domestioae, 

Reddas amicis tempora, uxori vaces, 

Animum relaxes, Otium des corpori, 

Ut adsuetam fortius prsestes vicem ? 

Mutandum tibi propositum est et vitae genus, 15 

Intrare si Musarum limen cogitas. 

Ego, quern Pierio mater enixa est jugo, 

lu quo tonanti sancta Mnemosyne Jovi 

Eecunda novics artium peperit chorum ; 

Quamvis in ipsa pene natus sun schola ^Q 
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Curamque habendi penitus corde eraserim 

Et laude invicta vitam in hanc incubuerim, 

Pastidiose tamen in coetmn recipior. 

Quid credis illi accidere, qui magnas opes 

Exaggerare quserit omni vigilia, 25 

Docto labori dulce pweponens lucrum ? 

Sed jam, ** quodcunque fuerit," (ut dixit Sinon*, 

Ad regem quum Dardanise perductus foret,) 

Librum exarabo tertium iBsopi stilo, 

Honori et mentis dedicans ilium tuis. 30 

Quem si leges, Isetabor; sin autem minus, 

Habebunt certe, quo se oblectent posteri. 

Nunc, fabularum cur sit inventum genus, 
Brevi docebo. Servitus obnoxia, 
Quia qu» volebat non audebat dicere, 35 

Affectus proprios in fabeUas transtulit 
Calumniamque fictis elusit jocis. 
Illius porro ego semita feci viam, 
Et cogitavi plura quam reliquerat. 
In calamitatem deligens qusedam meam. 40 

Quod si accusator dius Sejano foret. 
Si testis alius, judex alius denique, 
Dignum faterer esse me tantis maEs, 
Nee bis dolorem delenirem remediis. 
Suspicione si quis errabit sua 45 

Et rapiet ad se, quod erit commune omnium, 
Stulte nudabit animi conscientiam. 
Huic excusaitum me velim nihilominus : 
Neque enim notare singulos mens est mihi, 
Verum ipsam vitam et mores bominum ostendere. 50 
Rem me profcssum dicet fors aliquis gravem. 
81 Phiyx iSsopus potuit, si Anacbarsis Scytba 
• VW.Virg.J&».U.7r. 
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^temam famam condere ingenio suo : 

Ego, litteratsB qui sum propior Graecice, 

Cur somno inerti deseram patriae decus ? 55 

Thre'issa quum gens numeret auctores suos, 

Linoque Apollo sit parens, Musa Orpheo, 

Qui saxa cantu movit eb domuit feras 

Hebrique**tenuit impetus dulci mora. 

Ergo hinc abesto livor ; ne frustra gemas, 60 

Quoniam mihi sollemnis debetur gloria. 

Induxi te ad legendum : sincerum mihi 
Candore noto reddas judiciuih peto. 

FAB. I. 
ANUS AD AMFHORAM. 

Anus jacerc vidit epotam amphoram, 
Adhuc, Falema fajce, c testa nobili 
Odorem quae jocundum late spargeret. 
Hanc postquam totis avida traxit naribus, 
" O suavis anima ! quale in te dicara bonuro 5 

Antehac fuisse, tales quum sint reliquiae ?" 

Hoc quo pertineat, dicet, qui me noverit. 

FAB. II. 
PANTHERA ET PASTOEES. 

Solet a despectis par referri gratia. 
Panthera imprudens olim in foveam decidit. 
Videre agrestes : alii fustes congerunt, 
Alii onerant saxis : quidam contra miseriti 
Perituree quippe, quamvis nemo laederet, ' 5 

Misere paneni, ut sustineret spiritum. 
Kox insecuta est : abeunt securi domum, 
Quasi iny^nturi mortiiam postridie. 
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At ilia, vires ut refecit languidas, 

Yeloci saltu fovea sese liberat 10 

Et in cubile concito properat gradu. 

Paucis diebus interpositis provolat, 

Pecus trucidat, ipsos pastores necat, 

Et cuncta vastans ssevit irato impetn. 

Turn sibi timentes, qui ferae peperceraat, 15 

Damnum baud recusant, tantum pro vita rogant. 

At ilia, " Memini qui me saxo petierit, 

Qui panem dederit : vos timere absistite : 

lUia revertor bostis, qui me ifleserunt." 

FAB. III. 

LANIUS ET SIMITJS. 

Pendere ad lanium quidam vidit simium, 
Inter reliciias merces atque opsonia ; 
Quaesivit, quidnam saperet ? Tum lanius jocans, 
" Quale," inquit, " caput est, talis prsestatur sapor." 

Eidicule magis boc dictum quam vere sestimo ; 5 
Quando et formosos saepe inveni pessimos, 
Et turpi facie multos cognovi optimos. 

FAB. IV. 
JESOPUS ET PETULANS. 

Successus ad pemiciem multos devocat. 
iBsopo quidam petulans lapidem impegerat. 
" Tanto," inquit, " melior !" Assem deinde iUi dcdit. 
Sic prosecutus : " Plus non babeo mebercule, 
Sed, unde accipere possis, monstrabo tibi. 5 

Venit ecce dives et potens : buic similiter 
Impinge lapidem, et dignom accipiea prtemium," 
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FAB. IV. 
XAmUS £T SDCITJS. 

Pendere ad lanium quidam vidit simimn, 
Inter reliciias merces atque opsonia; 
Quaesivit, qnidnam saperet ? Turn lanius jocans, 
" Quale," inquit, " caput est, talis prsestatur sapor." 

Eidicule magis hoc dictum quam vere sestimo ; 5 
Quando et formosos saepe inveni pessimos, 
£t turpi facie multos cognovi optimos. 

FAB. V. 

^SOPUS ET PBTX7LANS. 

Successus ad pemiciem multos devocat. 
^sopo quidam petulaas lapidem impegerat. 
" Tanto," inquit, " melior !" Assem deinde illi dedit, 
Sic prosecutus : " Plus non habeo mehercule, 
Sed, unde accipere possis, monstrabo tibi. 6 

Venit ecce dives et potens : huic similiter 
Impinge lapidem, et dignum accipies praemium." 
Persuasus ille fecit, quod monitus fuit ; 
Sed spes fefeUit impudentem audaciam : 
Comprensus namque poenas persolvit cruce. 10 

FAB. VI. 
MUSCA ET MULA. 

Musoa in temone sedit et mulam increpans, 
" Quam tarda es !" inquit : " non vis citius progredi P 
Vide, ne dolone collum compungam tibi." 
Respondit ilia, " Verbis non moveor tuis ; 
Sed istum timeo, sella qui prima sedens ^ 

Jugum flagello temperat lento meun^ 
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£t ora frenis continet spumantibus : 

Quapropter aufer frivolam insolentiam 

Nam ubi f tricandum et ubi currendum sit scio." 

Hac derideri fabula merito potest, 10 

Qui sine virtute vanas exercet minas. 

FAB. VII. 
LX7PUS AD CANEM. 

Quam dulcis sit libertas, breviter proloquar. 
Cani perpasto macie confectus lupus 
Forte occuiTit : f dein salutantcs invieem 
Ut restiterunt, " Unde sic, quaeso, nites ? 
Aut quo cibo fecisti tantum corporis ? 5 

Ego, qui sum longe fortior, pereo fame." 
Canis simpliciter, "Eadem est conditio tibi, 
Prsestare domino si par officium potes." 
" Quod P" inquit ille. " Gustos ut sis liminis, 
A furibus tuearis et noctu domum." 10 

" Ego vero sum paratus : nunc patior nives 
Imbresque in silvis asperam vitam trabens : 
Quanto est facilius mihi sub tecto vivere, 
Et otiosum largo satiari cibo P" 
" Veni ergo mecum." Dum procedunt, aspicit 15 

Lupus a catena collum detritum cani. 
" Unde hoc, amice P" " Nihil est." " Die, quseso, tamen." 
" Quia videor acer, alligant me interdiu, 
Luce ut quiescam, et i^ilem, nox quum venerit : 
Crepusculo solutus, qua visum est, vagor. 20 

iVffcrtur ultro panis ; de mensa sua 
Dat ossa dominus ; frustra jactant familia, 
Et, quod fastidit quisque, pulmentarium. 
Sic sine labore venter impletur meus." 
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FABULARUM III. 6—9, 29 

" Age, si quo abire est animus, est licentiaP" 25 

" Non plane est," inquit. " Fruere, quse laudas, canis : 
R«gnare nolo, liber ut non sim mihi." 

FAB VIII. 
SOKOR ET PBATBB. 

Prsecepto monitus saepe te considera. 
Habebat quidam filiam turpissimam 
Idemque insignem pulchra facie filium. 
Hi, speculum in cathedra matris ut positum fidt, 
Pueriliter ludentes forte inspexerunt. 5 

Hie se formosum jactat : ilia irascitur 
Nee gloriantis sustinet fratris jocos, 
Accipiens, quid enim P cuncta in contumeUam. 
Ergo ad patrem decurrit Icesura invicem, 
Magnaque invidia criminatur filium, 10 

Vir natus quod rem ferainarum tetigerit. 
Amplexus ille utrumque et carpens oscula 
Dulcemque in ambos caritatem partiens, 
" Quotidie," inquit, " speculo vos uti volo : 
Tu formam ne corrumpas nequitise malis ; 15 

Tu faciem ut istam moribus vincas bonis." 

FAB. IX. 
SOCBATES AD AHICOS. 

Vulgare amici nomen, sed rara est fides. 
Quum parvas sedes sibi fundasset Socrates, 
(Cujus non fugio mortem si famam adsequar, 
Et cedo invidisB, dummodo absolvar cinis :) 
Ex populo sic uescio quis, ut fieri solet, 5 

" Quaso, tam angustam talis vir ponis domum ?" 
" Utiaam," inquit, " veris banc amicis impleam !" 
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80 FH^DItt 

POETA. DB CKEDEEE ET IfON CHEDBBE. 

Periculosum est credere et non credere. 
Utriusc^ue exemplum breviter exponam rei. 

Hippolytus obiit, quia novercse creditum est : 
CassandrsB quia non creditum, ruit Ilium. 
Ergo exploranda est Veritas multum, prius 5 

Quam stulta prave judicet sententia. 
Sed fabulosa ne vetustate elevem, 
Narrabo tibi memoria quod fkctum est mea. 

Maritus quidam quum diligeret conjugem 
Togamque puram jam pararet filio, 10 

Seductus in secretum a liberto est suo, 
Sperante heredem suffici se proximum, 
Qm quum de puero multa mentitus foret 
Et plura de flagitiis castse mulieris, 
Adjecit id, quod sentiebat maxime 15 

Doliturum amanti, ventitare adulterum 
Stuproque turpi pollui famam domus. 
Incensus iUe falso uxoris crimine 
Simulavit iter ad villam clamque in oppido 
Subsedit : deinde noctu subito januam 20 

lutravit, recta cubiculum uxoris petens, 
In quo dormire mater natum jusserat, 
w^tatem adultam servans diligentius. 
Diun quserunt lumen, dum concursant familia, 
Irae furentis impetum non sustinens S5 

Ad lectum accedit, tentat la tenebris caput. 
Ut sentit tonsum, gladio pectus transigiti 
Nihil respiciens, dum dolorem vindicet. 
Lucema adlat% simul aspexit filium 
Sanctamque uxordm dormientem cubiculoi 30 
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FABULARUM III. 10. 81 

Sopita primo quse nil sonmo senserat, 

Reprsesentarit in se poenam facinoris 

Et ferro incubuit, quod credulitas strinxcrat. 

Accusatores postulanint mnlierem 

Romamque pertraxerunt ad centumviros. 85 

Maligna insontem deprimit suspicio, 

Quod bona possideat. Stant patroni fortiter 

Causam tuentes inriocentis feminse. 

A Divo Augusto tunc petiere judices, 
Ut adjuvaret juris jurandi fidem, 40 

Quando ipsos error implicuisset criminis. 
Qui postquam tenebras dispulit calumnifle 
Certumque fontem veritatis repperit, 
" Luat," inquit, " poenas causa libertus mali. 
Namque orbam nato simul et privatam viro 45 

Miserandam potius quam damnaudani existimo.'' 
Quod si delata perscrutatus crimina 
Paterfamilias esset, si mendacium 
Subtiliter limasset, a radicibus 
Non evertisset scelere funesto domum. 50 

Nil spemat auris, nee tamen credat statim : 
Quandoquidem et illi peccant, quos minime putcs, 
Et qui non peccant impugnantur fraudibus. 

Hoc admonere simplices etiam potest, 
Opinione alterius ne quid ponderent : 65 

Ambitio namque dissidens mortalium 
Aut gratisB subscribit aut odio sue. 
Erit ille notus, quern per te cognoveria. 

Hsec exsecutus sum propterea pluribus, 
Brevitate nimia quomam quosdam offendimiifl* 60 
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FAB. XI. 
EX7NUCHU8 AD IMPROBUM. 

Eunuclius litigabat cum quodam improbo. 
Qui super obscena dicta et petulans jurgium 
Damnum insectatus est amissi corporis. 
" En," ait, " hoc unum est, cur laborem validius, 
lutegritatis testes quia desunt mihi. 5 

Sed quid fortunse, stulte, delictum arguis ? 
Id demum est bomini turpe, quod meruit pati." 

FAB. XII. 
PULLUS AD MABGABITAM. 

In sterquilino pullus gallinaceus 
Dum quserit escam, margaritam repperit. 
" Jaces indigno quanta res," inquit, " loco ! 
Hoc si quis pretii cupidus vidisset tui, 
Olim redisses ad splendorem pristinum : 5 

Ego quod te inveni, potior cui multo est cibus, 
Nee tibi prodesse nee mibi quicquam potest." 

Hoc ilUs narro, qui me non intelligunt. 

FAB. XIII. 
APES ET PTJCI, VBSPA JXTDICE. 

Apes in alta quercu fecerant favos : 
Hos fuci inertes esse dicebant suos. 
Lis ad forum deducta est, vespa judice : 
Quae genus utrumque nosset quum pulcberrimc, 
Legem duabus banc proposuit partibus : 5 

" Non inconveniens corpus et par est color. 
In dubium plane res ut merito venerit. 
Sed ne religio peccet inprudens mea. 
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FABULARUM III. 13—15. 83 

Alvos accipite et ceris opus inftindite, 

Ut ex sapore mellis et forma favi, 10 

De quis nunc agitur, auctor horum appareat." 

Puci recusant : apibus conditio placet. 

Tunc ilia talem f sustulit sententiam : 

" Apertum est quis non possit, et quis fecerit. 

Quapropter apibus fructum restituo suum." 15 

Hanc prseterissem fabulam silentio, 
Si pactam fuci non recusassent fidem. 

FAB. XIV. 
DE LUSU ET SEVERITATE. 

Puerorum in turba quidam ludentem Atticus 
iEsopum nucibus quum vidisset, restitit 
Et quasi delirum risit. Quod sensit simul 
Derisor potius quam deridendus senex, 
Arcum retensum posuit in media via : 5 

" Heus!" inquit, "sapiens, expedi, quid fecerim." 
Concurrit populus. Ille se torquet diu 
Nee qusestionis positse causam intelligit. 
Novissime succumbit. Turn victor sophus, 
" Cito rumpes arcum, semper si tensum habueris ; 10 
At si laxaris, quuni voles erit utilis." 

Sic Indus animo debet aliquando dari. 
Ad cogitandum melior ut redeat tibi. 

FAB. XV. 
CANIS AD AGNUM. 

Inter capellas agno balanti canis, 
" Stulte," inquit, " erras ; non est hie mater tua ;" 
Ovesque segregatas ostendit procul. 
" Non illam qusero, qucc, quum libitum est, concipit, 
Dein portat onus ignotum certis mensibus, 5 
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Novissime prolapsam effandit sarcmam ; 

Verum illam, quae me nutrit admoto ubere, 

Fraudatque natos lacte, ne desit mihi." 

" Tamen ilia est potior, quae te peperit." " Non ita est. 

Unde ilia scivit, niger an albus nascerer P 10 

Age porro ; parere si voluisset feminam. 

Quid profecisset, quum crearer masculus P 

Beneficium magnum sane natali dedit, 

Ut expectarem lanium in boras singulas ! 

Cujus potestas nulla in gignendo fuit, 15 

Cur hac sit potior, quae jacentis miserita est 

Dulcemque sponte prsestat benevolentiam P 

Facit parentes bonitas, non necessitas/' 

His demonstrare voluit auctor versibua 
Obsistere bomines legibus, mentis oapi. 20 

FAB. XVL 
CICADA ET NOCTTJA. 

Humanitati qui se non accommodat, 
Plerumque poenas oppetit superbise. 

Cicada acerbum noctuse convicium 
Faciebat, solitse victum in tenebris quserere, 
Cavoque ramo capere somnum interdiu. 6 

Rogata est, ut taceret. Multo validius 
Clamare occoepit. Rursus admota prece 
Accensa magis est. Noctua ut vidit sibi 
Nullum esse auxilium et verba contemni sua, 
Hac est aggressa gamilam fallacia : 10 

" Dormire quia me non sinunt cantus tui, 
Sonare citbara quos putes Apollinis, 
Potare est animus nectar, quod Pallas mihi 
Nuper donavit ; si non fastidis, veni ; 
Una bibamus." Ula, quae arebat siti, 15 
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FABULARXJM III. 15—18. 85 

Sinml cognovit vocem laudari suam, 
Cupide advolavit. Noctua egressa e cavo 
Trepidantem consectata est et leto dedit. 
Sic viva quod negarat tribuit mortua. 

FAB. XVII. 
AJRBORES IN DEOETJM TUTELA. 

Olim, quas vellent esse in tutela sua, 
Divi legerunt arbores. Quercus Jovi 
Et myrtus Veneri placuit, Phcebo laurea, 
Pinus CybebfiB, populus celsa Herculi. 
Minerva admirans, quare steriles sumerent, 5 

Interrogavit. Causam dixit Jupiter : 
" Honorem fructu ne videaraur vendere." 
" At mebercules narrabit quod quis voluerit, 
Oliva nobis propter fructum est gratior." 
Tunc sic deorum genitor atque hominum sator, 10 

" O nata, raerito sapiens dicere omnibus ! 
Nisi utile est quod facimus, stulta est gloria." 

Nihil agere quod non prosit fabella admonet. 

FAB. XVIII. 
PAVO AD JTJNONEM DE VOCE SUA. 

Pavo ad Junonem venit indigne ferens 
Cantus luscinii quod sibi non tribuerit : 
Ulum esse cunctis auribus admirabilem, 
Se derideri, simul ac vocem miserit. 
Tunc consolandi gratia dixit dea, 5 

" Sed forma vincis, vincis magnitudine ; 
Nitor smaragdi coUo pra'fulget tuo 
Pictisque plumis gemmeam caudam explicas." 
* Quo mi," inquit, "mutam speciem, si vincor sono ?'* 
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36 PHiEDRI FAB. III. 18, 19. 

" Fatorum arbitrio partes sunt vobis datse : 10 

Tibi forma, vires aquilee, luscinio melos, 
Aiigurium c5orvo, Iseva comici omina : 
Omnesqne propriis sunt contentce dotibus." 

Noli afFectare quod tibi non est datum, 
Delusa ne spes ad querelam recidat. 15 

FAB. XIX. 
.ffiSOPTJS KESPONDET GARRULO. 

uEsopus domino solus quum esset familia> 
Parare cenam jussus est maturius. 
Ignem ergo quserens, aliquot lustravit domus, 
Tandemquc, invenit, ubi lucemam accenderet. 
Turn circueunti fuerat quod iter longius, 5 

Effecit brevius : namque recta per forum 
Ccepit redire. Et quidam e turba garrulus, 
** ^sope, medio sole quid cum lumine ?" 
" Homiuem," inquit, " qusero," et abiit festinans domum. 
Hoc si molestus ille ad animum rettulit, 10 

Scnsit profecto se liominem non visum seni, 
Intcmpestive qui occupato alluserit. 
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PHiBBRl AUQUSTI LIBERTI 

FABULARUM iESOPIARUM 

LIBER QUARTUS. 



FAB. I. 
ASI^VS £T 6ALLI. 

Qui natus est infelix, non vitam modo 
Tristem decurrit, verum post obitum quoque 
Persequitur ilium dura fati miseria. 

Gralli Cybebes circum in qusestus ducere 
Asinnm solebant bajulantem sarcinas. 
Is quuin labore et plagis esset mortuus, 
Detracta pelle sibi fecerunt tympana. 
Rogati mox a quodam delicio suo, 
Quidnam fecissent P hoc locuti sunt modo : 
" Ptttabat se post mortem securum fore ; 10 

Ecce alisB plagee congeruntur mortuo." 

FAB. II. 

POETA. 

Joculare tibi videtur : et sane levi, 
Dum nihil habemus majus, calamo ludimus. 
Sed diligenter intuere has nsenias : 
Quantam sub illis utilitatem reperies ! 
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Non semper ea sunt, quae videntur : decipit 6 

Frons prima multos ; rara mens intelligit, 
Quod interiore condidit cura angulo. 
Hoc ne locutus sine mercede existimer, 
Tabellam adjiciam de mustela et muribus. 

Mustela, quum annis et senecta debilis 10 

Mures veloces non valeret adsequi, 
Involit se farina et obscuro loco 
Abjecit neglegenter. Mus escam putans 
Adsiluit et compressus occubuit neci. 
Alter similiter periit, deinde et tertius : 15 

Aliquot secutis venit et retorridus, 
Qui ssepe laqueos et muscipula effugerat ; 
Proculque insidias cemens hostis callidi, 
" Sic valeas," inquit, "ut farina es, quae jaces !" 

FAB. III. 
DB VTJLPE ET TJVA. 

Fame coacta vulpes alta in vinea 
Uvam appetebat summis saliens viribus ; 
Quam tangere ut non potuit, discedens ait, 
" Nondum matura est ; nolo acerbam sumere." 

Qui facere quae non possunt, verbis elevant, 5 

Adscribere hoc debebunt exemplum sibi. 

FAB. IV. 
EQUTJS ET APER. 

Equus sedare solitus quo fuerat sitim, 
Dum sese aper volutat, turbavit vadum. 
Hinc orta lis est, Sonipes iratus fero 
Auxilium petiit hominis, quem dorso levans 
Rediit ad hostem. Jactis liunc telis equea 5 

Postquam interfecit, sic locutus traditur. 
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FABULARUM IV. 2—5. 89 

" Lsetor tulisse auxilimn me precibus tuis ; 

Nam prsedam cepi et didici quam sis utilis." 

Atque ita coegit frenos invitum patL 

Tum msestus ille, " Parvse vindictam rei 10 

Dum qusero demens, servitutem repperi." 

HsBC iracnndos admonebit fabula 
Xmpune potius Is&di quam dedi alterL 

FAB. V. 
POBTA. 

Plus esse in uno sa^pe quam in turba boni, 
Narratione posteris tradam brevi. 

Quidam decedens tres reliquit filias : 
Unam formosam et oculis venantem viros ; 
At alteram lanificam et frugi, rusticam ; 5 

Devotam vino tertiam et turpissimam. 
Harum autem matrem fecit keredem senex 
Sub conditione, totam ut fortunam tribus 
^qualiter distribuat, sed tali modo : 
Ne data possideant aut fruantur ; tum, simul 10 

Habere res desierint, quas acceperint, 
Centena matri conferant sestertia. 
Atlienas rumor implet. Mater sedula 
Juris peritos consulit : nemo expedit. 
Quo pacto non possideant, quod fuerit datum, 15 

Fructumve capiant : deinde quae tulerint nihil, 
Quanam ratione conferant pecuniam. 
Postquam consumpta est temporis longi mora. 
Nee testamenti potuit sensus coUigi, 
Fidem advocavit, jure neglecto, parens. 20 

Seponit moechae vestem, mundum muliebrem, 
Lavationem argenteam, cunuchos, glabros : 
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Lanificae agellos, pecora, villam, operarios, 

Boves, jumenta et instrumentum rusticum : 

Potrici plenam antiquis apothecam cadis, 25 

Domum politam et delicatos hortulos. 

Sic destinata dare quum vellet singulis 

Et approbaret populus, qui iUas noVerat, 

iEsopus media subito in turba constitit : 

" si maneret condito sensus patri, 30 

Quam graviter ferret, quod voluntatem suam 

Interpretari non potuissent Attici !" 

Rogatus deinde solvit errorem omnium. 

" Domum et omamenta cum venustis hortulis 

Et vina Vetera date lanificae rusticae : 35 

Vestem, uniones, pedisequos et cetera 

Illi assignate, vitam quae luxu trahit : 

Agros, vites et pecora cum pastoribus 

Donate moechfie. Nulla poterit perpeti, 

Ut moribus quid teneat alienum suis. 40 

Deformis cultum vendet, ut vinum paret ; 

Agros abjiciet moecha, ut omatum paret ; 

At ilia gaudens pecore et lanse dedita 

Quacunque summa tradet luxurise domum. 

Sic nuUa possidebit, quod fuerit datum, 45 

Et dictam matri conferent pecuniam 

Ex pretio rerum, quas vendiderint singulae." 

Ita quod multorum fugit imprudentiam 
Unius hominis repperit soUertia. 

FAB. VI. 
PUGNA MXTBIUM ET MUSTELAKUM. 

Quum victi mures mustelamm exercitum 
(Historia quorum in tabemis pingitur,) 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FABULARUM IV. 5—7. 41 

Fugerent, et arctos circuin trepidarent cavos, 

Mgre recepti tamen evaserunt necem. 

Duces eorum, qui capitibus comua 6 

Suis ligarant, ut conspicuum in proelio 

Haberent signum, quod sequerentur milites, 

Hsesere in portis suntque capti ab bostibus ; 

Quos immolatos victor avidis dentibus 

Capacis alvi mersit tartareo specu. 10 

Quemcunque populum tristis eventus premit, 
Periclitatur magnitudo principum : 
Minuta plebes facili prsesidio latet. 

FAB. VII. 
PH-aSDRXJS. 

Tu, qui, nasute, scripta distringis mea 
Et hoc jocorum legere fastidis genus, 
Parva libellum sustine patientia, 
Severitatem frontis dum placo tuse 
Et in cotbumis prodit ^sopus novis. 5 

"Utinam nee unquam Pelii nemoris jugo 
Pinus bipenni concidisset Tbessala ! 
Nee ad professae mortis audacem viam 
Pabricasset Argus opere Palladio ratem, 
Inbospitalis prima quae Ponti sinus 10 

Patefeeit in perniciem Graium et Barbarum ! 
Namque et superbi luget Meix domus, 
Et regna Pelise seelere Medeae jacent, 
Quae saevum ingenium variis involvens modis, 
Illic per artus fratris explieuit fugam, 15 

Hie caede patris Peliadum infecit manus." 

Quid tibi videtur P " Hoc quoque insulsum est," ais, 
**Palsoque dictum ; longe quia vetustior 
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Mgxa, Minos classe perdomuit freta 

Justoque vindicavit exemplo impetimu" 20 

Quid ergo possum facere tibi, lector Cato, 

Si nee fabellse te juvant neo fabuls ! 

Noli molestus esse omnino litteris, 

Majorem exhibeant ne tibi molestiam. 

Hoc illis dictum est, qui stultitia nauseant 85 

£t, ut putentur sapere, csdum vitaperant. 

FAB. VIII. 
SEEFENS AD FABBUM FEBEABIUM. 

Mordaciorem qui improbo dente appetit. 
Hoc argumento se describi sentiat. 

In officinam fabri venit vipera. 
Hsec quum tentaret, si qua res esset cibi, 
Limam momordit. Ilia contra contumax, 5 

" Quid me," inquit, " stulta, dente oaptas l«dere, 
Omne adsuevi ferrum quae oorrodere F" 

FAB. IX 
YULPES ET CAPEE. 

Homo in periclum simul ac venit caUidus, 
Reperire effugium alterius quserit malo. 

Quum decidisset vulpes in puteum inscia 
Et altiore clauderetur margine, 
Devenit hircus sitiens in enndem locum ; 5 

Simul rogavit : esset an dulcis liquor 
Et copiosus ? Ilia fraudem moliens, 
" Descende, amice ; tanta bonitas est aquse, 
Voluptas ut satiari non possit mea." 
Immisit se barbatus. Tum vulpecula 10 

Evasit puteo, nixa celsis comibus, 
Hircumque clause liquit heerentem vada. , 
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FABULARUM XV. 7—11. 4S 

FAB. X. 

DE VITUS HOMINUM. 

Peras imposuit Jupiter nobis duas : 
Propriis repletam vitiis post tergum dedit, 
Alienis ante pectus suspendit gravem. 

Hac re videre nostra mala non possumus ; 
Alii simnl delinquunt, censores sumus. 5 

FAB. XL 

FUB ET LTJCEKNA, 

Lucemam fur accendit ex ara Jovis 
Ipsumque compilavit ad lumen suum. 
Onustus qui sacrilegio quum discederet, 
K^pente vocem sancta misit Religio : 
" Malorum quamvis ista fuerint munera 5 

MiMque invisa, ut non offendar subripi, 
Tamen, sceleste, spiritu culpam lues, 
Olim quum adscriptus venerit poense dies, 
Sed ne ignis noster facinori prseluceat, 
Per quem verendos excolit pietas deos,* 10 

Veto esse tale luminis commercium." 
Ita hodie nee lucemam de flamma deum 
Nee de lucema fas est accendi sacrum. 

Quot res contineat hoc argumentum utiles, 
Non explicabit alius, quam qui repperit. 15 

Significat primo ssepe, quos ipse alueris, 
Tibi inveniri maxime contraries ; 
Secundo ostendit scelera non ira deum, 
Patorum dicto sed puniri tempore : 
Novissime interdicit, ne cum malefico 20 

Usum bonus consociet ullius rei. 
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FAB. XII. 
MALAS ESSE DIYITIAS. 

Opes invisaB merito sunt foiti viro, 
Quia dives area veram laudem intercipit. 

Csdo receptus propter virtutem Hercules 
Quum gratulautes persalutasset deos, 
Veniente Pluto, qui Fortunae est filius, 
Avertit oculos. Causam quasivit pater. 
** Odi," inquit, "ilium, quia malis amicus est 
Simulque objecto cuncta corrumpit lucro." 

FAB. XIII. 
D£ LEONE BEGNANTE. 

Utilius homini nihil est quam recte loqui : 
Probanda cunctis est quidem sententia, 
Sed ad penuciem solet agi sinceritas. 

Quum se ferarum regem fecisset leo, 
Et sequitatis vellet famam consequi, 
A pristina deflexit consuetudine, 
Atque inter illas tenui contentus cibo 
Sancta incorrupta jura reddebat fide. 
Postquam labare coepit poenitentia^ 

FAR XIV. 

A fictione veretri linguam muliens, 
Aifinitatem traxit inde obscenitas. 
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FABULARUM IV. 12—17. 45 

FAB. XV. 

IDEM. 

Rogavit alter, tribadas et raolles mares 
Quse ratio procreasset P Exposuit senex :— 

"Idem Prometheus, anctor vulgi fictilis, 
(Qui simul offendit ad fortunam, frangitur,) 
NatursB partes, veste quas celat pudor, 5 

Qumn separatim toto finxisset die, 
Aptare mox ut posset corporibns suis, 
Ad cenam est invitatns subito a Libero; 
Ubi irrigatus mnlto venas nectare 
Sero domum est reversus titubanti pede. 10 

Tnm semisomno corde et errore ebrio 
Applicuit virginale generi inascnlo 
Et masculina membra applicuit feminis. 
Ita nunc libido pravo fniitur gaudio." 

FAB. XVI. 
DE CAPMS BAKBATIS. 

Barbam capellae quum impetrassent ab Jove, 
Hirci mserentes indignari coeperunt. 
Quod dignitatem feminsB sequassent suam. 
" Sinite," inquit, " illas gloria vana frui 
Et usurpare vestri omatum muneris, 5 

Pares dum non sint vestrse fortitudini." 

Hoc argumentum monet, ut sustineas tibi 
Habitu esse similes, qui sint yirtutc impares. 

FAB. XVII. 
DE POUTUNIS HOMINUM, 

Quum de fortunis quidam quereretur suis, 
^sopus finxit consolandi gratia : — 
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Vexata ssevis navis tempestatibus, 
Inter vectorum lacrimas et mortis metum, 
Faciem ad serenam subito ut mutatur dies, 5 

Ferri secundis tuta coepit flatibus 
Nimiaque nautas bilaritate extollere. 
Factus periclo turn gubernator sophns, 
" Parce gaudere oportet et sensim queri, 
Totam quia vitam miscet dolor et gaudium." 10 

FAB. XVTII. 
CANUM LEGATI AD JOVEM. 

Canes legatos olim misere ad Jovem, 
Melioris vitse tempos oratum su», 
Ut sese eriperet liominum contumeliis, 
Furforibus sibi conspersum quod panem darent 
Fimoque turpi maximam explerent famem. 5 

Profecti sunt iegati non celeri pede, 
Dum naribus scrutantur escam in stercore. 
Citati non respondent. Vix tandem invenit 
Eos Mercurius et turbatos attrahit. 
Turn vero vultum magni ut viderunt Jovis, 10 

Totam timentes concacarunt regiam, 
Propulsi vero fustibus vadunt foras. 
Vetat dimitti magnus iUos Jupiter. 
Mirati sibi legatos non revertier, 
Turpe sestimantes aliquid commissum a suis, 15 

Post aliquod tempus alios adscribi jubent. 
Rumor legatos superiores prodidit. 
Timentes rursus aliquid ne simile accidat, 
Odore canibus anum sed multo replent^ 
Mandata dant : Iegati mittuntur, statim 20 

Abeunt. Rogantes aditum, continue impetrant. 
Consedit genitor turn deorum maximus 
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PABULARUM IV. 17—20. 47 

Quassatque falmen : tremere coepere omnia 

Canes confusi, subitns quod faerat fragor, 

Bepente odorem mixtum cum merdis cacant. 25 

Reclamant omnes, vindicandam injuriam. 

Sic est locutus ante poenam Jupiter, 

" Legatos non est regis non dimittere. 

Nee est difficile poenas culpsB imponere; 

Sed hoc feretis pro judicio prsemium : 30 

Non veto dimitti, verum crucian fame, 

Ne ventrem continere non possint suum. 

lUi autem, qui miserunt vos tam futiles, 

Nunquam carebunt hominis contumelia." 

Ita nunc legatos expectantes posteri, 35 

Novum venire quum videt, cidum olfacit. 

FAB. XIX. 

SEEPENS. MISEBICOBDIA NOCIVA. 

Qui fert malis auxilium, post tempus dolet. 
Gelu rigentem quidam colubram sustulit 
Sinuque fovit, contra se ipse misericors : 
Namque ut refecta est, necuit hominem protinus. 
Hanc alia quum rogaret causam facinoris, 5 

Respondit, "Ne quis discat prodesse improbis." 

FAB. XX. 
VULPES ET DKACO. 

Vulpes, cubile fodiens, dum terram emit 
Agitque plures altius cuniculos, 
Pervenit ad draconis speluncam ultimam, 
Ciistodiebat qui thesauros abditos. 
Hunc simul aspexit, " Oro, ut imprudentise 5 

Pes primum veniam ; deinde si pulchre vides. 
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Qnam non conveniens anrum sit vitse mese, 

Respondeas clementer. Quem fructum capis 

Hoc ex labore, quodve tantum est prflemimn, 

Ut careas somno et sevum in tenebris exigas ?" 10 

" Nullum," inquit ille," verum hoc a summo milii 

Jove attributttin est." " Ergo nee sumis tibi 

Nee ulli donas quicquam ?" " Sic fatis placet." 

" Nolo irascaris, libere si dixero : 

Dis est iratis natus, qui est similis tibi." 15 

^biturus illuc, quo priores abierunt, 
Quid mente caeca miserum torques spiritum ? 
Tibi dico, avare, gaudium heredis tui, 
Qui ture superos, ipsum te fraudas cibo ; 
Qui tristis audis musicum citbarse sonum ; 20 

Quem tibiarum macerat jucunditas; 
Opsoniorum pretia cui gemitum exprimunt ; 
Qui dum quadrantes aggeras patrimonio, 
Cselum fatigas sordido perjurio ; 
Qui circumcidis omnem impensam funeri, 25 

Libitina ne quid de tuo faciat lucri. 

XXI. 
PII^DRTJS. 

Quid judicare cogitet livor modo, 
Licet dissimulet, pulclire tamen intelligo. 
Quicquid putabit esse dignum memoria, 
^sopi dicet ; si quid minus arriserit, 
A me contendet fictum quovis pignore. 5 

Quem volo refelli jam nunc response meo : 
Sive hoc ineptum, sive laudandum est opus, 
Invenit ille, nostra perfecit manus. 
Sed exsequamur coeptum propositi ordinem. 
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FABULARUM IV. 20-22. 49 

1?AB. XXIl. 
D£ SIMONIDE. 

Homo doctus in se semper divitias habet. 
Simonides, qui scripsit egregium melos, 
Quo paupcrtatem sustineret facilius, 
Circuire coepit urbes Asise nobilcs, 
Mcrcedc accepta laudem victorum canens. 5 

Hoc genere quajstus postquam locuples factus est, 
Redire in patriam yoluit cursu pelagio ; 
[Erat autem natus, ut aiunt, in Cea insula :] 
Ascendit navem, quam tempestas borrida^ 
Simul et vetustas medio dissolvit mari. 10 

Hi zonas, illi res pretiosas coUigunt, 
Subsidium vita. Quidam curiosior, 
" Simonide, tu ex opibus nil sumis tuis P" 
"Mecum," inquit, "mea sunt cuncta." Tunc pauci 

enatant, 
Quia plures onere degravati perierant. 15 

Prsedones adsunt, rapiunt, quod quisque extulit, 
Kudos relinquunt. Forte Clazomenee prope 
Aiitiqua fuit urbs, quam petierunt naufragi. 
Hie litteraruni quidam studio deditus, 
Simouidis qui ssepe versus legerat, 20 

Eratque absentis admirator maximus, 
Sermone ab ipso cognitum cupidissime 
Ad se recepit ; veste, nummis, famiKa 
Hominem exomavit. Ceteri tabulam suam 
Portant, rogantes victum. Quos casu obvios 25 

Simonides ut vidit, " Dixi," inquit, " mea 
Mccum esse cuncta ; vos quod rapuistis, perit." 

E 
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FAB. XXIIL 
MONS PAETURIEN8.- 

Mons parturibat, gemitus immanes ciens, 
Eratque in terris maxima exspectatio. 
At ille murem peperit. Hoc scriptum est tibi, 
Qui, magna quum minaris, extricas nihil. 

FAB. XXIV. 

FORMICA ET MUSCA. 

[Nil agerc, quod non prosit, fabella indicat.] 
Formica et muBca contendebant acriter, 
Quae pluris esset. Musca sic coepit prior : 
" Conferre nostris tu potes te laudibus ? 
Ubi immolatur, exta prsegusto deiim ; 6 

Moror inter aras, templa perlustro omnia. 
In capite regis sedeo, quum visum est mibi, 
Et matronarum casta delibo oscula. 
Laboro nihil, atque optimis rebus fruor. 
Quid horum simile tibi contingit, rustica P" 10 

** Est gloriosus sane convictus deiim, 
Sed illi, qui invitatur, non qui invisus est. 
Reges commemoras et matronarum oscula. 
Ego granum in hiemem quum studiose congero, 
Te circa murum pasci video stercore. 15 

Aras frequentas : nempe abigeris, quo venia. 
Nilul laboras : ideo quum opus est, nil habes. 
Super etiam jactas, tegere quod debet pudor. 
Estate me lacessis ; quum bruma est, siles. 
Mori contractam quum te cogunt frigora, 20 

Me copiosa recipit incolumem domus. 
Satis profecto rettudi superbiam." 
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FABULARUM IV. 23—23, 5i 

Fabella talis hominum discemit notas 
Eorum, qui se falsis ornant laudibus, 
Et quorum virtus exhibet solidum decus. 25 

FAB. XXV 
POiiTA. 

Quantum valerent inter liomines litterse, 
Dixi superius : quantus nunc illis lionos 
A supeiis sit tributus, tradam memoria?. 

Simonides idem ille, de quo rettuli, 
Victori laudem cuidam pyctse ut scriberet, 5 

Certo conduxit pretio : sccretum petit. 
Exigua quum frenaret materia impetum, 
Usus f poeta) moris est licentia 
Atque interposuit gemina Ledse sidera, 
Auctoritatem simiHs referens glorise. 10 

Opus approbavit ; sed mercedis tertiam 
Accepit partem. Quum relicuam posceret, 
" Illi," inquit, "reddent, quorum sunt laudis duas. 
Verum, ut ne irate te dimissum sentiant, 
Ad cenam miM promitte ; cognatos volo 15 

Hodie iiivitare, quorum es in numero mihi." 
Fraudatus quamvis et dolens injuria, 
Ne male dimissam gratiam corrumperet, 
Promisit. Rediit bora dicta, recubuit. 
Splendebat bilare pocuHs convivium ; 20 

Magno apparatu Iseta resonabat domus, 
Repente duo quum juvenes sparsi pulvere, 
Sudore multo diffluentes, corpore 
Humanam supra formam, cuidam servulo 
Mandant, ut ad se provocet Simonidem ; 25 

Illius interesse, ne faciat moram. 
Homo perturbatus excitat Simonidem. 
TJnum proroorat vix pedem triclinio^tzed by Google 
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Eiiina camarse subito oppressit ceteros ; 

Ncc ulli juvenes sunt reperti ad januam. 30 

Ut est vulgatus ordo narrata rei, 

Omnes scierant numinum prasentiam 

Vati dedisse vitam mercedis loco. 

XX VL 
IDEM POBTA. 

Supersunt milii quae scribam, sed parco sciens : 
Primum esse tibi ne yidear molestior, 
Distringit quern multarum rerum varietas ; 
Dein si quis eadem forte conari velit. 
Habere ut possit aliquid opens residui : 5 

Quamvis materiae tanta abundet copia, 
Labori faber ut desit, non fabro labor. 
Brevitati nostrse praemium ut reddas, peto, 
Quod es pollicitus : exbibe vocis fidem. 
Nam yita morti propior est quotidie : 10 

Et hoc minus perveniet ad me muneris, 
Quo plus consumet temporis dilatio. 
Si cito rem perages, usus fiet longior ; 
Fruar diutius, si celerius cepero. 
Languentis avi dum sunt aUquse reliquise, 15 

Auxilio locus est : olim senio debilem 
Frustra adjuvare bonitas nitetur tua, 
Quum jam desierit esse beneficio utilis 
Et mors yicina flagitabit debitum. 
Stultum admovere tibi preces existimo, 20 

Proclivis idtro quum sit misericordia. 
Ssepe impetravit veniam confessus reus : 
Quanto innocenti justius debet dari ? 
Tuse sunt partes ; fuerunt aliorum prius, 
Dein simili gyro venient aliorum vjf|?e|^^ Google 25 



FABULARUM IV. 25—27. 63 

Deceme quod religio, quod patitur fides, 

Et gratulari me fac jucQcio tuo. 

Excedit animus quern proposuit terminum ; 

Sed difficulter continetur spiritus, 

Integritatis qui sincere conscius, 30 

A noxiorum premitur insolentiis. 

Qui suit, requires : apparebunt tempore. 

Ego, quondam legi quam puer senteutiam, 

« Palam mutire plebeio piaculum est," 

Dum sanitas constabit, pulclire meminero. 35 

XXVII. 
POisTA AD PARTICULONEM. 

Quum destinassem terminum operi statuere 
In hoc, ut aliis esset materise satis. 
Consilium tacito corde damnayi meura : 
Nam si quis talis est etiam tituli appetens. 
Quo pacto f damnabit, quidnam omiserim, 5 

Ut illud ipsum cupiat famse tradere. 
Sua cuique quum sit animi cogitatio 
Colorque proprius ! Ergo non levitas raihi, 
Sed certa ratio causam scribendi dedit. 
Quare, Particulo, quoniam caperis fabulis, 10 

(Quas -^sopias, non ^sopi, nomino : 
t Quasi paucas ille ostendit ; ego plures dissero, 
XJsus vetusto genere, sed rebus novis ;) 
Quartum libellum f dum varie perleges. 
Hunc obtrectare si volet malignitas, 15 

Imitari dum non possit, obtrectet licet. 
Mihi parta laus est, quod tu, quod similes tui 
Vestras in chartas verba transfertis mea 
Dignumque longa judicatis memoria. 
Slitteratum plau9um cor desidero t 20 
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PROLOGUS. 
IDEM POETA. 

iEsoM noraen sicubi interposnero, 

Cui reddidi jam pridem quicquid debui, 

Auctoritatis esse scito gratia : 

Ut quidam artifices nostro faciunt seculo, 

Qui pretium operibus majus inveniimt, novo 5 

Si marmori adscripserunt Praxitelen suo, 

t Detrito Myronem argento. Eabulaj exaudiant. 

Adeo fucatsB plus vetustati favet 

Invidia mordax quam bonis prsesentibus. 

5ed jam ad fabellam talis exempli feror : 10 

FAB. I. 
DEMETEIUS BEX ET MENANDER POETA. 

Pemetrius, qui dictus est Phalereus, 
Athenas occupavit imperio improbo. 
Ut mos est vulgi, passim et certatim i*uit : 
" Feliciter !" succlamant. Ipsi principes 
lUam osculantur, qua sunt oppressi, manum, 5 
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PHiEDRI FAB. V. 1, 2. 55 

Quln etiom resides et sequeutes otium, 
Ne defuisse noceat, repunt ultimi : 
In quis Menander, nobilis comoediis, 
Quas ipsuin ignorans legerat Demetriua 10 

Et admiratus fuerat ingenimn viri, 
Unguento delibutus, vestitu fluens, 
Veniebat gressu delicato et languido. 
Hunc ubi tyrannus vidit extremo agmine, 
" Quisnam cinsedus ille in conspectu meo 
Audet venire ?" Responderunt proximi, ^ ^^^"'^^ 
" Hie est Menander scriptor." Mutatus statim, 
" Homo," inquit, "fieri non potest fonnosior." 
[Rumanum sape sic judicium fallitur.l 



FAB. 11. 

VIATORES ET LA.TEO. 

Duo quum incidissent in latronem milites, 
Unus profugit, alter autem restitit 
Et vindicavit sese forti dextera. 
Latrone occiso timidus accurrit comes 
Stringitque gladium, dein rejecta psennla, 5 

" Cede," inquit, "iUum; jam curabo sentiat, 
Quos attentarit." Tunc, qui depugnaverat, 
" Vellem istis verbis saltern adjuvisses modo ; 
Constantior fuissem vera existimans. 
Nunc conde fenum et linguam pariter futilem, 10 

Ut possis alios ignorantes fallere. 
Ego, qui sum expertus, quantis fugias viribus, 
Scio, quam virtuti non sit credendum tu»." 

Illi assignari debet bsec narratio. 
Qui re secunda fbrtis est, dubia fugax. n^^^i^ l^ 
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FAB. III. 
CALVUS ET MUSCA. 

Calvi momordit musca nudatam caput ; 
Quam opprimere captans alapam sibi duxit gravem. 
Tunc ilia irridens, ** Punctum volucris parvulflB 
Voluisti morte ulcisci ; quid facias tibi, 
Injurise qui addideris contumeliam ?" 5 

Eespondit, " Mecum facile redeo iu gratiam, 
Quia non fuisse mentem Isedendi scio. 
Sed te, contempti generis animal improbum, 
QusB delectans bibere bumanum sanguinem^ 
Optem neq^e vel majore incommodo." % (UaxAA 10 

Hoc argumentum veniam ei dari docet, 
Qui casu peccat. Nam qui consilio est nocens,. 
Ulum esse quamvis dignum poena judico. 

FAB. IV. 
ASINI ET PORCELLI. 

Quidam immolasset verrem quum sancto Herculi, 
Cui pro salute votum debebat sua, 
Asello jussit reliquias poni bordei. 
Quas aspematus ille sic locutus est : 
" Libenter istum prorsus appeterem cibura, 5 

Nisi, qui nutritus illo est, jugulatus foret." 

Hujus respectu fabulae deterritus 
Periculosum semper vitavi lucram. 
Sed dicis, " Qui rapuere divitias, babent." 
Nuraeremus agedum, qui deprensi perierunt •, 10 

Majorem turbam punitorum reperies. 
Faucis temeritas est bono, multis malo. 
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FABULARUM V. 3—5. 57 

FAB. V. 
SCURKA ET RUSTICUS 

Pravo favore labi mortales solent 
Et, pro judicio dum stant erroris sui, 
Ad poenitendura rebus manifestis agi. 

Facttmis ludos quidam dives nobiles 
Proposito cunctos invitavit prsemio, 5 

Qnam quisque posset ut novitatem ostenderct. 
Venere artifices laudis ad certamina : 
Quos inter scurra, notus urbano sale. 
Habere dixit se genus spectaculi. 
Quod in tbeatro nunquam prolatum foret. . 10 

Dispersus rumor civitatem concitat. 
Paullo ante vacua turbam deficiunt loca. 
In scena vero postquam solus constitit 
Sine apparatu, nullis adjutoribus, 
Silentium ipsa fecit exspectatio. 15 

Hie in sinum repente demisit caput 
Et sic porcelli vocem est imitatus sua, 
Verum ut subesse pallio contenderent 
Et excuti juberent. Quo facto simul 
Nihil est repettum, multis onerant laudibus 20 

Hominemque plausu prosequuntur maximo. 
Hoc vidit fieri rusticus. " Non mehercule 
Me vincet," inquit : et statim professus est 
Idem facturum melius se postridie. 
Fit turba major. Jam favor mentes tenet 25 

Et derisurus, non spectaturus, silet. 
Uterque prodit. Scurra degrunnit prior 
Movetque plausus et clamores suscitat. 
Tunc simuLans sese vestimentis rusticus 
Porcellum obtegere, (quod faciebat scilicet, 30 
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Sed, in priore quia nil compererant, latens :) 

Pervellit aurem vero, quern celaverat, 

Et cum dolore vocem naturae exprimit. 

Acclamat populus scurram multo similius 

Imitatum, et cogit rusticura trudi foras. 35 

At ille profert ipsum porcellum e sinu, 

Turpemque aperto pignore errorem probans : 

" En hie declarat, quales sitis judices !" 

VI. 
POETA. AD PAETICULONBM. 

Adhue supersunt multa, quae possim loqui, 
Et copiosa abundat rerum varietas ; 
Sed temperatae suaves sunt argutise, 
Immodicae offendunt. Quare, vir sanctissime, 
Pai-ticulo, cbartis nomen victurum meis, 5 

Latinis dum nianebit pretium litteris, 
Si non ingenium, certe brevitatem approba, 
Qu» commendari tanto debet justius, 
Quanto poetoe sunt moiesti vaUdius. 



FAB. VII. 

CALVUS ET QDIDAM PXLIS DEPECTU8. 

Invenit calvus forte in trivio pectinem. 
Accessit alter, seque defectus piUs. 
*' llcia !" inquit, " in eommune quodcunque est lucri." 
Ostcndit ille prajdam, et adjeeit simul, 
" Supenim voluntas favit ; sed fato invido 5 

Carbonem, (ut aiunt,) pro tbesauro invenimus." 

Quern spes delusit, huio querela convenit. . 
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FABULARUM V. 5—8. 59 

FAB. vin. 

PBIKCEFS TIBIOEN. 

Ubi vanus animus aura captus frivola 
Arripuit insolentem sibi tiduciam. 
Facile ad derisum stulta levitas ducitur. 

Princeps tibicen notior paullo fait, 
Operam Batbyllo solitus in scena dare. 5 

Is forte ludis (non satis memini quibus) 
Dum pegma rapitur, concidit casu gravi 
Nee opinans, et sinistram fregit tibiam, 
Duas quum dextras maluisset perdere. 
Inter manus sublatus et mnltum gemens 10 

Domum refertnr. Aliquot menses tranaeunt. 
Ad sanitatem dum venit curatio. 
XJt spectatorum mos est et lepidum genus, 
Desiderari coppit, cujus flatibus 
Solebat excitari saltantis vigor. 15 

Erat facturus ludos quidain nobilis 
Et incipicbat ingredi Princeps. Eum 
Adducit pretio, precibus, ut tantummodo 
Ipso ludorum ostenderet sese die. 
Qui simul advenit, rumor de tibicine 20 

Eremit in tbeatro. Quidam afl&rmant mortuum, 
Quidam in conspectum proditurum sine mora, 
Aulaeo misso, dcvolutis tonitribus 
Di sunt locuti more translaticio. 
Tunc chorus ignotum mode reducto oonticimi 25 

Jnsonuit, cujus hsec fuit sententia : 
" Laetare, incolumis Roma, salvo Principe !'* 
Li plausus consurrcctum est. Jactat basia 
Tibicen ; gratulari fautores putat. 
!jEquester ordo stidtum errorem intelligit 30 
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Magnoque risu canticum repeti jubet. 

Iteratur illud. Homo mens se in pulpito 

Totum prosternit. Plaudit illudens eques ; 

Eogare populus hiinc coronam existimat. 

Ut vero cuneis notuit res omnibus, 35 

Princeps, ligato crure nivea fascia^ 

Niveisque tunicis, niveis etiam calceis, 

Superbiep^ bonore diviuEB domus, 

Ab universis capite est protrusus foras. 

FAB. IX. 
TEMPTJS. 

CuTsu Yolucri, pendens in novacula^ 
Calvus, comosa fronte, nudo corpore. 
Quern si occuparis, teneas ; elapsum semel 
Non ipse possit Jupiter reprehendere, 
Occasionem rerum significat brevem. 5 

Effectus impediret ne segnis mora, 
Finxerc antiqui talem effigiem Temporis. 

FAB.X. 
TAUETJS ET VITTJLTJS. 

Angusto in aditu taurus luctans comibus, 
Quum vix intrare posset ad prscsepia, 
Monstrabat vitulus quo se pacto plecteret. 
** Tace," inquit, " ante hoc novi, quam tu natus es." 

Qui doctiorem emendat, sibi dici putet. 5 

FAB. XI. 
CANIS ET SERVUS ET VENATOR. 

Adversus omnes fortis veloces feras 
Canis quum domino semper fccisset satis, 
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FABULARUM V. S—ll. 61 

Languere ccepit aniiis ingravantibas. 
Aliquando objectus hispidi pugnse suis 
Arripuit aurem : sed cariosis dentibus 5 

Prffidam dimisit. Hie tunc venator dolens 
Canem objurgabat. Cui latrans contra senex, 
" Non te destituit animus, sed vires mese. 
Quod faimus, laudasti ; jam damnas, quod sumus." - 
Hoc cur, Pliilete, scripserim, pulchre vides. 10 
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NICOLAUS PEROTTUS PONTIPEX SIPONTINTJS TITO MANNO 
VELTRIO VITERBIENSI CONCIVI SUO S. P. D. 

Quod post epistolas nostras, quas tanto studio collc- 
gisti, versiculos etiam nostros coUegeris, et in Hbellum 
disposueris, ago tibi immortales gratias. Intelligo 
enim, quanti nostra omnia facias, quam nos ames, quan- 
tum laudi et glorise nostrse consulas. Sed providendum 
tibi est, ne cujus immortalitati tantopere studes, ejus 
prsesenti existimationi non mediocriter detrahas. Sunt 
enim, ut ad te alias de epistolis scripsi, inter versiculos 
nostros aliqui, quos olim adolescentes lusimus, qui si 
bac setate et professione nostra scripti a nobis videren- 
tur, jure fortasse reprehensione digni putaremur : relati 
vero ad eam setatem, nihil quo culpari possemus, babe- 
rent. Permissa quippe jamdiu est bsec ludendi licentia 
non modo adolescentibus, sed etiam gravioribus poetis ; 
quamquam a nobis ob pontificatus dignitatem aliena 
fortasse posset existimari. Da igitur operam, ut intel- 
ligant legentes, quaj adolescentibus nobis et nulla adhuc 
dignitate prajditis exciderint, quae bac setate scripta 
sint. Verum nisi me animus faUit, longe plura in bis 
erunt, quae laudari merito possint, quam quae sine livoris 
suspicione reprehendi: quemadmodum ex ipsis con- 
templari quisque facile poterit. Vale et me, ut facis, 
ama. 
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APPENDIX. ^ 

NICOLAI PEROTTI AD PTBEHUM NErOTEM 
PROLOGUS. 

NoN sunt hi mei, quos putas, versiculi ; 

Sed w^sopi sunt, Avieni et Phaedri : 

Quos coUegi, ut essent, Pyrrhe, utiles tibi, 

Tuaque causa legeret posteritas, 

Quas edidissent viri docti, fabulas. 5 

Honori et meritis dicavi illos tuis, 

Saepe versiculos interponens meos, 

Quasdam tuis quasi insidias auribus ; 

Solet quippe juvare ista varietas. 

Hos si leges, Isetabor : sin autem minus, 10 

Habebunt certe quo se oblectent posteri. 

Nunc fabularum cur sit inventum genus, 

Brevi docebo : servitus obnoxia. 

Quia qu8B Tolebat non audebat dicere, 

Affectus proprios in fabellas transtulit 15 

Calumniamque fictis elusit jocis. 

Kedeo unde discessi ad libellum meum. 

Hunc obtrectare si volet malignitas, 

Imitari dum non possit, obtrectet licet : 

Mihi magna laus est, quod tu, quod similes tui 20 

Labores libenter legant usque meos, 

Dignosque longa judicent memoria. 

Semper fiigatse plus vetustati favet 

Inyidia mordax quam bonis prsesentibuB. 
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PHJIDBI AUGUSTI LIBEETI 
FABULARUM JESOPIARUM 

LIBER QUINTUS. 



PBOLOGUS. 
IDEM POETA. 

iEsoPi noraen sicubi interposnero, 

Cui reddidi jam pridem quicquid debui, 

Auctoritatis esse scito gratia : 

XJt quidam artifices nostro faciunt seculo, 

Qui pretium operibus majus inveniunt, novo 5 

Si marmori adscripserunt Praxitelen suo, 

tDctrito Myronem argento. Fabula; exaudiant. 

Adeo fucatse plus vetustati favet 

Invidia mordax quam bonis prsesentibus. 

Bed jam ad fabellam talis exempli feror : 10 

FAB. I. 
DEMETRIUS KEX ET MENANDER POETA. 

Pemetrius, qui dictus est Phalereus, 
Athenas occupavit imperio improbo. 
Ut mos est vulgi, passim et certatim ruit : 
" Feliciter !" succlamant. Ipsi principes 
Illam osculantur, qua sunt oppressi, manum, 5 

'f acite gementcs |;ristem fortunee viceni 
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PH^DRI FAD. V. 1, 2. 55 

Quin etiam resides et sequentea otium, 
Ne defuisse noeeat, repunt ultiini : 
In quia Menander, nobilis comoediis, 
Quas ipsmn ignorans legerat Demetriua 10 

Et admiratus fuerat ingenium viri, 
Uuguento delibutus, vestitu fluens, 
Veiiiebat gressu delicato et languido. 
Hunc ubi tyrannus vidit extreme agmine, 
** Quisnam cinsedus ille in conspectu meo 
Audet venire ?" Responderunt proximi, ^ ^^"-^^ 
" Hie est Menander scriptor." Mutatus statim, 
" Homo," inqnit, "fieri non potest formosior." 
\Humanum saejpe sic judicium fallitnr.l 



FAB. 11. 
VIATORES ET LATEO. 

Duo quum incidissent in latronem milites, 
Unus profugit, alter autem restitit 
Et vindicavit sese forti dextera. 
Latrone occiso timidus accurrit comes 
Stringitque gladium, dein rejecta psenula, 5 

" Cede," inquit, "iUnm; jam curabo sentiat, 
Quos attentarit." Tunc, qui depugnaverat, 
" Vellem istis verbis saltem adjuvisses modo ; 
Constantior fuissem vera existimans. 
Nunc conde fenum et linguam pariter futilem, 10 

Ut possis alios ignorantes fallere. 
Ego, qui sum expertus, quantis fugias viribus, 
Scio, quam virtuti non sit credendum tu8B.*' 

Illi assignari debet hsec narratio, 
Qui re secunda fbrtis est, dubia fu^ax^,,^ Google ^ 
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FAB. III. 
CALVX7S ET MUSCA. 

Calvi momordit musca nudatum caput ; 
Quam opprimere captans alapam sibi duxit gravem. 
Tunc ilia irridens, " Punctum volucris parvulaB 
Voluisti morte ulcisci ; quid facies tibi, 
InjurisB qui addideris contumeliam ?" 5 

B^spondit, " Mecum facile redeo in gratiam, 
Quia noE fuisse mentem Isedendi scio. 
Sed te, contempti generis animal improbum, 
Qu8B delectaris bibere humanum sanguinem, 
Optem neg^e vel majore incommodo." % CsaaA^ 10 

Hoc argumentum veniam ei dari docet. 
Qui casu peccat. Nam qui consilio est nocens,. 
Ulum esse quamvis dignum poena judico. 

FAB. IV. 

ASINI ET PORCELLI. 

Quidam immolasset verrem quum sancto Herculi, 
Cui pro salute votum debebat sua, 
Asello jussit reliquias poni hordei. 
Quas aspernatus ille sic locutus est : 
" Libenter istum prorsus appeterem cibura, 5 

Nisi, qui nutritus illo est, jugulatus foret." 

Hujus respectu fabulse deterritus 
Periculosum semper vitavi lucrum. 
Sed dicis, " Qui rapuere divitias, habent." 
Numeremus agedum, qui deprensi perierunt i 10 

Majorem turbam punitorum reperies. 
Paucis temeritas est bono, multis malo. 
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FABULARUM V. 3—5. 57 

FAB. V. 
SCURRA. ET BTJSTICUS 

Pravo favore labi mortales solent 
Et, pro judicio dum stant erroris sui, 
Ad poenitendum rebus manifestis agi. 

Facturus ludos qnidam dives nobiles 
Proposito cimctos invitavit prsemio, 5 

Quam quisque posset ut novitiatein ostenderct. 
Venere artifices laudis ad certamina : 
Quos inter scurra, notus urbano sale, 
Habere dixit se genus spectaculi, 
Quod in theatro nunquam prolatum foret. . 10 

Dispersus rumor civitatem concitat. 
Paullo ante vacua turbam deficiunt loca. 
In scena vero postquam solus constitit 
Sine apparatu, nullis adjutoribus, 
Silentium ipsa fecit exspectatio. 15 

lUe in sinum repente demisit caput 
Et sic porcelli vocem est imitatus sua, 
Verum ut subesse pallio contenderent 
Et excuti juberent. Quo facto simul 
Nihil est repertum, multis onerant laudibus 20 

Hominemque plausu prosequuntur maximo. 
Hoc vidit fieri rusticus. " Non mehercule 
Me vincet," inquit : et statim professus est 
Idem facturum melius se postridie. 
Fit turba major. Jam favor mentes tenet 25 

Et derisurus, non spectaturus, silet. 
Uterque prodit. Scurra degrunnit prior 
Movetque plausus et clamores suscitat. 
Tunc simulans sese vestimentis rusticus 
Porcellum obtegere^ (quod faciebat scilicet, 80 
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Sed, in priore quia nil compererant, latens :) 

Pervellit aurem vero, quern celaverat, 

Et cum dolore vocem naturae exprimit. 

Acclamat populus scurram multo similius 

Imitatum, et cogit rusticum trudi foras. 36 

At ille profert ipsum porcellum e sinu, 

Turpemque aperto pignore errorem probans : 

"En hie declarat, quales sitis judices !'* 

VI. 

FOETA AD FA£.IICULON£H. 

Adhuc supersunt multa, quse possim loqui, 
Et eopiosa abundat rerum varietas ; 
Sed teraperatse suaves sunt argutiae, 
Immodiese offendunt. Quare, vir sanctissime, 
Particulo, ehartis nomen victurum meis, 5 

Latinis dum manebit pretium Ktteris, 
Si non ingenium, eerte brevitatem approba, 
Qmx eommendari tanto debet justius, 
Quanto poetse sunt molesti vaUdius. 

FAB. VII. 
CALVTJS ET QUIDAM PIUS DEPECTUS. 

Invenit calvus forte in trivio pectinem. 
Accessit alter, seque defectus pilis. 
" llcia !" inquit, " in commune quodcunque est lucri." 
Ostondit ille prajdam, et adjeeit simul, 
" Superum voluntas fayit ; sed fato invido 5 

Carbonem, (ut aiunt,) pro thcsauro invenimus." 

Quern spes delusit, huic querela convenit. t 



FABULARUM V. 5—8. 59 

FAB. vni. 

PEINCBPS TIBICEN. 

Ubi vanus animus aura captus frivola 
Arripuit insolentem sibi tiduciam, 
Tacile ad derisum stulta levitas ducitur. 

Princeps tibicen notior paullo fait, 
Operam Bathyllo solitus in scena dare. 5 

Is forte ludis (non satis memini quibus) 
Dum pegma rapitur, concidit casu gravi 
Nee opinans, et sinistram fregit tibiam, 
Duas quum dextras maluisset perdere. 
Inter manus sublatus et multum gemens 10 

Domum refertur. Aliquot menses transeunt. 
Ad sanitatem dum venit curatio. 
Ut spectatorum mos est et lepidum genus, 
Desiderari coepit, cujus flatibus 
Solebat excitari saltantis vigor. 15 

Erat facturus ludos quidwn nobilis 
Et incipiebat ingredi Princeps. Eum 
Adducit pretio, precibus, ut tantummodo 
Ipso ludorum ostenderet sese die. 
Qui simul advenit, rumor de tibicine 20 

Eremit in theatre. Quidam affirmant mortuum, 
Quidam in conspectum proditurum sine mora, 
Aulajo misso, devolutis tonitribus 
Di sunt locuti more translaticio. 
Tunc chorus ignotum mode reducto oonticum 25 

lusonuit, cujus hsee fuit sententia : 
" Lajtare, incolumis Roma, salvo Principe !" 
Li plausus consurrectum est. Jaetat basia 
Tibicen ; gratulari fautores putat. 
ipquester ordo stultum ex-rorem intelligit 30 
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60 PH^DRI 

Magnoque risu canticum repeti jubet. 

Iteratur illud. Homo mens se in pulpito 

Totum prosternit. Plaudit illudens eques ; 

Eogare populus hunc coronam existimat. 

Ut vero cuneis notuit res omnibus, 35 

Princeps, ligato crure nivea fascia, 

Niveisque tunicis, niveis etiam calceis, 

SuperbieiA honore divinse domus, 

Ab universis capite est protrusus foras, 

FAB. IX. 
TEMPTJS. 

Cursu volucri, pendens in novacula, 
Calvus, comosa fronte, nudo corpore, 
Quern si occuparis, teneas ; elapsum semel 
Non ipse possit Jupiter reprehendere, 
Occasionem rerum significat brevem. 6 

Effectus impediret ne segms mora, 
Finxerc antiqui talem effigiem Temporis. 

FAB.X. 
TAXJBUS ET VITULUS. 

Angusto in aditu taurus luctans comibus, 
Quum vix intrare posset ad prasepia, 
Monstrabat vitulus quo se pacto plecteret. 
'* Tace," inquit, " ante hoc novi, quam tu natus es." 

Qui doctiorem emendat, sibi diei putet. 5 

FAB. XI. 
CANIS ET SEKVTJS ET VENATOR, 

Adversus omnes fortis veloces feras 
Canis quum domino semper fccisset satisj 
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FABULAKUM V. 8—11. 61 

Languere coepit annis ingrayantibos. 
Aliquando objectos hispid! pugnsB suis 
Arripuit aurem : sed cariosis dentibus 5 

Prsedam dimisit. Hie tunc venator dolens 
Canem objurgabat. Cui latrans contra senex, 
" Non te destituit animus, sed vires mese. 
Quod fuimus, laudasti ; jam damnas, quod sumus." - 
Hoc cur, Pliilete, scripserim, pulchre vides. ^10 
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APPENDIX. 



NICOLATJS PEROTTUS PONTIPEX SIPONTINUS TITO JtANNO 
VELTRIO VITERBIENSI CONCIVI STJO S. P. D. 

Quod post epistolas nostras, quas tanto studio collc- 
gisti, versiculos etiam nostros collegeris, et in libellum 
disposueris, ago tibi immortales gratias. Intelligo 
enim, quanti nostra omnia facias, quam nos ames, quan- 
tum laudi et glorise nostrse consulas. Sed providendum 
tibi est, ne cujus immortalitati tantopere studes, ejus 
prsesenti existimationi non mediocriter detrabas. Sunt 
enim, ut ad te alias de epistolis scripsi, inter versiculos 
nostros aliqui, quos olim adolescentes lusimus, qui si 
hac setate et professione nostra scripti a nobis videren- 
tur, jure fortasse reprebensione digni putaremur : relati 
vero ad earn setatem, nibil quo culpari possemus, babe- 
rent. Permissa quippe jamdiu est bsec ludendi Hcentia 
non modo adolescentibus, sed etiam gravioribus poetis ; 
quamquam a nobis ob pontificatus dignitatem aliena 
fortasse posset existimari. Da igitur operam, ut intel- 
ligant legentes, quae adolescentibus nobis et nulla adbuc 
dignitate pra;ditis exciderint, quae bac setate scripta 
sint. Verum nisi me animus fallit, longe plura in bis 
erunt, quae laudari merito possint, quam quae sine livoris 
suspicione reprebendi: quemadmodum ex ipsis con- 
templari quisque facile poterit. Vale et me, ut facis, 
ama. 
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APPENDIX. 6$ 

NICOLAI PEROTTI AD PTBBHUM NEPOTEM 
PROLOGUS. 

NoN sunt hi mei, quos putas, versiculi ; 

Sed w^sopi sunt, Avieni et Phaedri : 

Quos collegi, ut essent, Pyrrhe, utiles tibi, 

Tuaque causa legeret posteritas, 

Quas edidissent viri docti, fabulas. 5 

Honori et mentis dicavi illos tuis, 

Ssepe versiculos interponens meos, 

Quasdam tuis quasi insidias auribus ; 

Solet quippe juvare ista varietas. 

Hos si leges, Isetabor : sin autem minus, 10 

Habebunt certe quo se oblectent posteri. 

Nunc fabularum cur sit inventum genus, 

Brevi docebo : servitus obnoxia. 

Quia quae volebat non audebat dicere, 

Affectus proprios in fabellas transtulit 15 

Calumniamque fictis elusit jocis. 

Redeo unde discessi ad libellum meum. 

Hunc obtrectare si volet malignitas, 

Imitari dum non possit, obtrectet licet : 

Mihi magna laus est, quod tu, quod similes tui 20 

Labores libenter legant usque meos, 

Dignosque longa judicent memoria. 

Semper fugatse plus vetustati favet 

Invidia mordax quam bonis praesentibuji. 
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PHJIDBI AUGUSTI LIBEETI 
FABULARUM JESOPIARUM 

LIBER QUINTUS. 



PBOLOGUS. 
IDEM POETA. 

iSson noraen sicubi interposuero, 

Cui reddidi jam pridem quicquid debui, 

Auctoritatis esse scito gratia : 

XJt quidam ai*tifices nostro faciunt seculo, 

Qui pretium operibus majus inveniunt, novo 5 

Si marmori adscripserimt Praxitelen suo, 

t" Dctrito Myronem argento. Fabula; exaudiant. 

Adeo fucatse plus vetustati favet 

Invidia mordax quam bonis prsesentibus. 

Sed jam ad fabellam talis exempli feror : 10 

FAB. I. 

DEMETBIUS EEX ET MBNANDER POETA. 

Demetrius, qui dictus est Phalereus, 
Athenas occupavit imperio improbo. 
Ut mos est vulgi, passim et certatim ruit : 
" Feliciter !" succlamant. Ipsi principes 
Illam osculantur, qua sunt oppressi, manum, 5 

^acite gementcs tmtem fprtunee yiceniQ 




PH^DRI FAD. V. 1, 2. 55 

Quin etiam resides et sequentea otium, 
Ne defaisse noeeat, repunt ultimi : 
In quis Menander, nobilis comoediis, 
Quas ipsmn ignorans legerat Demetriua 10 

Et admiratus fuerat ingenium viri, 
Unguento delibutus, vestitu fluens, 
Veiiiebat gressu delicato et languido. 
Hunc ubi tyrannus vidit extreme agmine, 
" Quisnam cinsedus ille in conspectu meo 
Audet venire ?" Responderunt proximi, "^ v-<ru^ 
" Hie est Menander scriptor.*' Mutatus statim, 
" Homo," inquit, " fieri non potest formosior." 
\Humanum saepe sic judicium falU(urJ\ 



FAB. II. 
VIATORES ET LATEO. 

Duo quum incidissent in latronem milites, 
Unus profugit, alter autem restitit 
Et vindicavit sese forti dextera. 
Latrone occiso timidus accurrit comes 
Stringitque gladium, dein rejecta psenula, 5 

" Cedo," inquit, " iUum ; jam curabo sentiat, 
Quos attentarit." Tunc, qui depugnaverat, 
" Vellem istis verbis saltern adjuvisses modo ; 
Constantior fuissem vera existimans. 
Nunc conde fenum et linguam pariter futilem, 10 

Ut possis alios ignorantes fallere. 
Ego, qui sum expertus, quantis fugias viribus, 
Scio, quam virtuti non sit credendum tuAB." 

UK assignari debet hsec narratio, 
Qui re secunda fbrtis est, dubia fugax. 15 
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FAB. III. 
CALVX7S ET MUSCA. 

Calvi momordit musca nudatum caput ; 
Quam opprimere captans alapam sibi duxit gravem. 
Tunc ilia irridens, " Punctum volucris parvulae 
Voluisti morte ulcisci ; quid facias tibi, 
InjurisB qui addideris contumeliam ?" 5 

B^spondit, " Mecum facile redeo in gratiam, 
Quia non fuisse mentem Isedendi scio. 
Sed te, contempti generis animal improbum, 
Qu8B delectaris bibere humanum sanguinem, 
Optem neq^re vel majore incommodo." % CsajlA^ 10 

Hoc argumentum veniam ei dari docet, 
Qui casu peccat. Nam qui consilio est nocens,. 
Ulum esse quamvis dignum poena judico. 

FAB. IV. 
ASINI ET PORCELLI. 

Quidam immolasset verrem quum sancto Herculi, 
Cui pro salute votum debebat sua, 
Asello jussit reliquias poni hordei. 
Quas aspernatus ille sic locutus est : 
" Libenter istum prorsus appeterem cibura, 5 

Nisi, qui nutritus illo est, jugulatus foret." 

Hujus respectu fabulse deterritus 
Periculosum semper vitavi lucrum. 
Sed dicis, " Qui rapuere divitias, habent." 
Numeremus agedum, qui deprensi perierunt •, 10 

Majorem turbam punitorum reperies. 
Faucis temeritas est bono, multis male. 
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FAB. V. 

SCURRA. ET BUSTICUS 

Pravo favore labi mortales solent 
Et, pro judicio dum stant erroris sui, 
Ad poenitendum rebus manifestis agi. 

Facturus ludos qnidam dives nobiles 
Proposito cunctos invitavit prsemio, 5 

Quam quisque posset ut iiovit;atem ostenderct. 
Venere artifices laudis ad certamina : 
Quos inter scnrra, notus urbano sale. 
Habere dixit se genus spectaculi, 
Quod in theatro nunquam prolatum foret. . 10 

Dispersus rumor civitatera concitat. 
Paullo ante vacua turbam deficiunt loca. 
In scena vero postquam solus constitit 
Sine apparatu, nullis adjutoribus, 
Silentium ipsa fecit exspectatio. 15 

lUe in sinum repente demisit caput 
Et sic porcelli vocem est imitatus sua, 
Verum ut subesse pallio contenderent 
Et excuti juberent. Quo facto simid 
Nihil est repettum, multis onerant laudibus 20 

Hominemque plausu prosequuntur maximo. 
Hoc vidit fieri rusticus. " Non mehercule 
Me vincet," inquit : et statim professus est 
Idem facturum melius se postridie. 
Fit turba major. Jam favor mentes tenet 25 

Et derisurus, non spectaturus, silet. 
Uterque prodit. Scurra degrunnit prior 
Movetque plausus et clamores suscitat. 
Tunc simulans sese vestimentis rusticus 
Porcellum obtegere^ (quod faciebat bcilicet^ 30 
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Sed, in priore quia nil compererant, latens :) 

Pervellit aurem vero, quern celaverat, 

Et cum dolore vocem naturae exprimit. 

Acclamat populus scurram multo similius 

Imitatum, et cogit rusticura trudi foras. 36 

At ille profert ipsum porcellum e sinu, 

Turpemque aperto pignore errorem probans : 

" En hie deciarat, quales sitis judices !" 

VI. 
POETA AD FABIICULONSK. 

Adbue supersunt multa, quae possim loqui, 
Et copiosa abundat rerum varietas ; 
Sed temperatse suaves sunt argutiae, 
Immodiese offendunt. Quare, vir sanctissime, 
Pai-ticulo, ehaitis nomen victurum meis, 5 

Latinis dum manebit pretium Ktteris, 
Si non ingenium, eerte brevitatem approba, 
Quae commendari tanto debet justius, 
Quanto poetae sunt molesti vaUdius. 

FAB. VII. 
CALVX7S ET QUID AM PIUS DEFECTUS. 

Invenit calvus forte in trivio peetinem. 
Accessit alter, aeque defectus pilis. 
" llcia !" inquit, " in commune quodcunque est lucri." 
Ostcndit ille praedam, et adjecit simul, 
" Superum voluntas fayit ; sed fato invido 5 

Carbonem, (ut aiunt,) pro tbesauro invenimus.** 

Quern spes delusit, huic querela convenit. t 



FABULARUM V. 5—8. 59 

FAB. vni. 

PaiNCBPS TIBICEN. 

Ubi vanus animus aura captus frivola 
Arripuit insolentem sibi liduciam. 
Facile ad derisum stulta levitas ducitur. 

Princeps tibicen notior paullo ftdt, 
Operam Batbyllo solitus in scena dare. 5 

Is forte ludis (non satis memini quibus) 
Dum pegma rapitur, concidit casu gravi 
Nee opinans, et sinistram fregit tibiam, 
Duas quura dextras maluisset perdere. 
Inter manus sublatus et multum gemens 10 

Dornmn refertur. Aliquot menses transeunt. 
Ad sanitatem dum venit curatio. 
Ut spectatorum nios est et lepidum genus, 
Desiderari coppit, cujus flatibus 
Solebat excitari saltantis vigor. 15 

Erat factunis ludos quidam nobilis 
Et incipiebat ingredi Princeps. Eum 
Adducit pretio, precibus, ut tantummodo 
Ipso ludorum ostenderet sese die. 
Qui simul advenit, rumor de tibicine 20 

Premit in theatre. Quidam affirmant mortuum, 
Quidam in conspectum proditurum sine mora, 
Aulaeo misso, devolutis tonitribus 
Di sunt locuti more translaticio. 
Tunc chorus ignotum mode reducto conticum 25 

Insonuit, cujus hsec fuit sententia : 
" Lsetare, incolumis Roma, salvo Principe I" 
In plausus consurrcctum est. Jactat basia 
Tibicen ; gratulari fautores putat. 
|lquester ordo stultum errorem intelligit 30 
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Magnoque risu canticum repeti jubet. 

Iterator illud. Homo mens se in pulpito 

Totum prosternit. Plaudit illudens eques ; 

Uogare populus hunc coronam existimat. 

Ut vero cuneis notuit res omnibus, 35 

Princeps, ligato crure nivea fascia, 

Niveisque tunicis, niveis etiara calceis, 

Superbiens lionore divinse domus, 

Ab universis capita est protrusus foras. 

FAB. IX. 
TEMPUS. 

Cursu volucri, pendens in novacula, 
Calvus, comosa fronte, nudo corpore, 
Quera si occuparis, teneas ; elapsum semd 
Non ipse po^sit Jupiter reprehendere, 
Occasionem rerum significat brevem. 5 

Effectus impediret ne segnis mora, 
Finxerc antiqui talem effigiem Temporis. 

PAB.X. 
TAUETJS ET VITIJLUS. 

Angusto in aditu taums luctans comibus, 
Quum vix intrare posset ad prasepia, 
Monstrabat vitulus quo se pacto plecteret. 
" Tace," inquit, " ante hoc novi, quam tu natus es." 

Qui doctiorem emendat, sibi dici putet. 5 

FAB. XI. 
CANIS ET SEKVUS ET VENATOR. 

Adversus omnes fortis veloces feras 
Canis quum domino semper fccisset satis. 
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Languere coepit annis ingravantibus. 
Aliquando objectus hispidi pugnse suis 
Arripuit aurem : sed cariosis dentibus 5 

Prsedam dimisit. Hie tunc venator dolens 
Canem objurgabat. Cui latrans contra senex, 
" Non te destitnit animus, sed vires mece. 
Quod foimus, laudasti ; jam damnas, quod sumus." - 
Hoc cur, Pliilete, scripserim, pulchre vides. 'lO 



d by Google 



APPENDIX. 



NICOLAUS PEROTTUS PONTIPEX SIPONTINTJS TITO MANNO 
VELTRIO VITERBIENSI CONCIVI SUO S. P. D. 

Quod post epistolaa nostras, quas tanto studio collc- 
gisti, versiculos etiam nostros coUegeris, et in libellum 
disposueris, ago tibi immortales gratias. Intelligo 
enim, quanti nostra omnia facias, qnam nos ames, quan- 
tum laudi et glorise nostrse consulas. Sed providendum 
tibi est, ne cujus immortalitati tantopere studes, ejus 
praesenti existimationi non mediocriter detrahas. Sunt 
enim, ut ad te alias de epistolis scripsi, inter versiculos 
nostros aliqui, quos olim adolescentes lusimus, qui si 
hac setate et professione nostra scripti a nobis videren- 
tur, jure fortasse reprehensione digni putaremur : relati 
vero ad earn cetatem, nihil quo culpari possemus, habe- 
rent. Permissa quippe jamdiu est hsec ludendi licentia 
non modo adolescentibus, sed etiam gravioribus poetis ; 
quamquam a nobis ob pontificatus dignitatem aliena 
fortasse posset existimari. Da igitur operam, ut intel- 
ligant legentes, quse adolescentibus nobis et nulla adhuc 
dignitate praiditis exciderint, quse hac setate scripta 
sint. Verum nisi me animus fallit, longe plura in his 
erunt, quse laudari merito possint, quam quce sine livoris 
suspicione reprehendi: quemadmodum ex ipsis con- 
templari quisque facile poterit. Vale et me, ut facis, 
ama. 
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NICOLAI PEROTTI AD PTKRHTJM NEK)TEM 
PROLOGUS. 

NoN sunt hi mei, quos putas, versiculi ; 

Sed ^sopi sunt, Avieni et Phsedri : 

Quos coUegi, ut essent, Pyrrhe, utiles tibi, 

Tuaque causa legeret posteritas, 

Quas edidissent viri docti, fabulas. 5 

Honori et meritis dicavi illos tuis, 

Ssepe versiculos interponens meos, 

Quasdam tuis quasi insidias auribus ; 

Solet quippe juvare ista varietas. 

Hos si leges, Isetabor : sin autem minus, 10 

Habebunt certe quo se oblectent posteri. 

Nunc fabularum cur sit inventum genus, 

Brevi docebo : servitus obnoxia. 

Quia quae volebat non audebat dicere, 

Affectus proprios in fabellas transtulit 15 

Calumniamque fictis elusit jocis. 

Redeo unde discessi ad libellum meum. 

Hunc obtrectare si volet maHgnitas, 

Imitari dum non possit, obtrectet licet : 

Mihi magna laus est, quod tu, quod similes tui 20 

Labores libenter legant usque meos, 

Dignosque longa judicent memoria. 

Semper fugatse plus vetustati favet 

Invidia mordax quam bonis prsesentibujs. 
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FABUL^. 

FAB. I. 
SmiUS ET VULPES. 

Avarum otiam quod sibi superest non libetUer dare, 

VuLPEM rogabat partem caudse simius, 

Contegere honeste posset ut nudas nates ; 

Cui sic maligna, "Longior fiat licet, 

Tamen illam citius per latum et spinas traham, 

Quam partem qnamvis parvam impertiar tibi." 5 

FAB. II. 
AUCTOB. 

Noil esse plus cequo petendum. 

Arbitrio si natura finxisset meo 
Genus mortale, longe foret instructius : 
Nam cuncta nobis attribuisset commoda 
Quaecunque Fortuna indulgens animali dedit : 
Eleplianti vires, et leonis impetum, 5 

Comicis cevum, gloriam tauri trucis, 
Equi velocis placidam mansuetudinem, 
Et adesset bomini sua tamen soUertia. 
Nimirum in cselo secimi ridet Jupiter, 
Hflec qui negavit magno consilio bominibus, 10 

Ne sceptrum mundi raperet nostra audacia. 
Ergo contenti munere invicti Jovis, 
Fatalis aunos decurramus tcmporis. 
Nee plus conemur quam sinit mortalitas. 
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FAB. III. 
MERCURIUS ET DVM MTJLIEBE8. 

De eodem aliafahella, 

Mercurium hospitio mulieres olim duse 
Illiberali et sordido receperant : 
Quarum una in cunis parvura habebat filium, 
Qusestus placebat alteri meretricius. 
Ergo ut referret gratiam oflSciis parem, 5 

Abitums et jam limen excedens ait, 
" Deum videtis ; tribuam vobis protinus, 
Quod quaeque optarit." Mater suppliciter rogat, 
fiarbatum ut videat natum quam primum suum ; 
Moecha, ut sequatur sese quicquid tetigerit. 10 

Volat Mercurius, intro redeunt mulieres. 
Barbatus infans ecce vagitus ciet : 
Id quum forte meretrix rideret validius, 
Nares replevit humor, ut fieri solet : 
Emungere igitur se volens prendit manu, 15 

Traxitque ad terram nasi longitudinem, 
Et alium ridens ipsa ridenda exstitit. 

FAB IV. 
PROMETHEUS ET DOLUS. 

Be veritate et mendacio* 
OKm Prometheus seculi figulus novi 
Cura subtili Veritatem fecerat, 
Ut jura posset inter homines reddere. 
Subito accersitus nuntio magni Jovis 
Commendat officinam fallaci Dolo, 5 

In disciplinam nuper quem receperat. 
Hie studio accensus, facie simulacrum pari* 
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Una statura, simile et membris omnibus, 

Dum tempus babuit, callida finxit manu. 

Quod prope jam totum mire quum positum foret, 10 

Lutum ad faciendos illi defecit pedes. 

Kedit magister, quo festinanter Dolus 

Metu turbatus in suo sedit loco. 

Mirans Prometheus tantam similitudinem, 

Proprise videri voluit artis gloriam. 15 

Igitur fomaci pariter duo signa intulit ; 

Quibus percoctis atque infuso spiritu, 

Modesto gressu sancta incessit Veritas ; 

At trunca species hsesit in vestigio. 

Tunc falsa imago atque operis furtivi labor 20 

Mendacium appellatum est ; quod negantibus 

Pedes habere facile ipse consentio. 

PAB. V. 
AUCTOE. 

Nihil diu oecultum. 

Simulata interdum vitia prosunt hominibus, 
Sed tempore ipso tamen apparet Veritas. 



® 



FAB.VL 

ATJCTOE. 

Sensum oestimandum esse, non verba, 

Izion quod versari narratur rota» 
Volubilem fortunam jactari docet. 
Adversus altos Sisyphus montes agit 
Saxum labore summo, quod de vertice, 
Sudore semper irrito, revolvitur ; 
Ostendit hominum sine fine esse miserias. 
Quod stalls in anme Tantidus medio sitit. 
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Avari describuntur, quos circmnfluit 

Usus bonorum, sed nil possunt tangere. 

Umis scelestsB Danaides portant aquas, 10 

Pertusa nee eomplere possunt dolia ; 

Immo, luxurisB quiequid dederis, perfluet. 

Novem porreetus Tityos est per jugera, 

Tristi renatum suggerens poense jecur ; 

Quo quis majorem possidet terrse locum, 15 

Hoe demonstratur cura graviore afficL 

Consulto involvit veritatem antiquitas, 

Ut sapiens intelligeret, erraret rudis. 

FAB. VII. 
AUCTOE. 

Be oraculo ApoUinis. 

" Utilius nobis quid sit die, Phoebe, obsecro. 
Qui Delphos et formosum Pamassum incolis." 
Quid 1 saeratfiB vatis horreseunt comae ; 
Tripodes moventur, mugit adytis religio, 
Tremuntque lauri et ipse palleseit dies ? 
Voces resolvit icta Pythia numine : 
" Audite gentes Delii monitus dei : 
Pietatem colite ; vota superis reddite ; 
Patriam, parentes, natos, castas conjuges 
Defendite armis, hostem ferro pellite ; 10 

Amicos sublevate ; raiseris pareite ; 
Bonis favete, subdolis ite obviam ; 
Delicta vindicate ; cohibete impios ; 
Punite turpi thalamos qui violant stupro ; 
Malos cavete ; nulli nimium credite." 15 

Hsec eloeuta concidit virgo furens : 
Furens profecto, nam qu8& dixit perdidit. 

Jigitized by VjOOQ IC 



68 PH^DRI FABUL^. 

FAB. VIII. 
JESOPUS ET 8CKIPT0E. 

Be malo scriptore se laudante, 

^sopo quidam scripta recitarat mala. 
In quis inepte multum se jactaverat. 
Scire ergo cupiens quidnam sentiret senez, 
" Numquid, tibi," inquit, ** sum visus superbior P 
Haud vana nobis ingenii fiducia est." 5 

Confectus ille pessimo volumine, 
" Ego," inquit, " quod te laudas vehementer probo, 
Namque hoc ab alio nunquam continget tibL" 

FAB. IX. 
POMPEITJS MAGNUS ET EJUS MILES. 

Quum difficile sit hominem none, 

Magni Pompeii miles vasti corporis, 
Fracte loquendo et ambulando moUiter 
Famam cinsedi traxerat certissimam. 
Hie insidiatus nocte jumentis ducis, 
Cum veste et auro et magno argenti pondere 6 

Avertit mulos. Factum rumor dissipat ; 
Arguitur miles, rapitur in pr»torium. 
Turn Magnus, " Quid P" ait, ** tune me, commilito, 
Spoliare es ausus P" Ble continuo excreat 
Sibi in sinistram, et sputu-«\ digitis dissipat. 10 

" Sic, imperator, oculi exstillescant mei. 
Si vidi aut tetigi." Turn yir animi simplicis 
Id dedecus castrorum propelli jubet. 
Nee cadere in iUum credit tantam audaciam. 
Breve tempus intercessit, et fidens manu 15 

Unom e Bomanis provocabat barbarus ; 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX. 8—10. 69 

Sibi quisque metuit, et primi mussant duces. 

Tandem cinodus habitu, sed Mars viribus. 

Adit sedentem pro tribunali ducem, 

Et voce molli, "Licet?" Enimvero ejici 20 

Virum ut in re atroci Magnus stomachans imperat. 

Turn quidam senior ex amicis principis, 

" Hunc ego committi satins Eortunse arbitror, 

In quo jactura levis est, quam fortem virum. 

Qui casu victus temeritatis te arguat." 25 

Assensit Magnus, et permisit miHti 

Prodire contra; qui mirante exercitu, 

Dicto celerius hostis abscidit caput, 

Victorque rediit. His tunc Pompeius super, 

" Corona, miles, equidem te dono libens, 30 

Quod vindicasti laudem Eomani imperi : 

Sed exstiUescant oculi sic," inquit, " mei," 

(Turpe illud imitans jusjurandum militis,) 

'^ Nisi tu abstulisti sarcinas nuper meas." 

FAB.X. 
aUNO, VENUS ET GALLINA. 

Adversm mulieres, 
Quum castitatem Juno laudaret suam, 
Jocum agitandi causam non reppulit Venus, 
Nullamque ut affirmaret esse illi parem, 
Interrogasse sic gallinam dicitur : 
" Die sodes, quanto possis satiari cibo." 5 

Respondit ilia, " Quicquid dederis satis erit ; 
Sic, ut concedas pedibus aliquid scalpere." 
" Ne scalpas," inquit, " satis est modius tritici P" 
" Plane, immo nimium est, sed permitte scalpere." 
" Ex toto, ne quid scalpas, quid desideras P" 10 

Turn denique ilia fassa est natursB malum : 
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** licet horreum miM pateat, ego scalpam tamen." 
Risisse Juno dicitur Veneris joco, 
Quia per gallinam denotavit feminas. 

FAB. XL 

FATEEFAMILIAS £T iBSOFUS. 

Quomodo domanda sit ferox juvetUus, 

PaterfamiKas ssevum habebat fiKum. 
Hie e conspectu quum patris recesserat, 
Verberibus servos aflBciebat plurimis, 
Et exercebat fervidam adolescentiam. 
^sopus ergo narrat hoc breviter seni : — 5 

** Quidam juvenco vetulum adjungebat bovem. 
Is quum refagiens impari collo jugiim, 
-^tatis excusaret vires laoguidas, 
' Non est quod timeas/ inquit ilH rusticus ; 
' Non ut labores facio, sed ut istum domes, 10 

Qui calce et comu multos reddit debiles/ 
Et tu nisi istum tecum assidue retines, 
Eeroxque ingenium comprimis dementia. 
Vide, ne querela major accrescat domus." 
Atrocitati mansuetudo est remedium. 

FAB. XIL 
JESOFUS ET VICTOR GTMNICTJS. 

Quomodo comprimaiur aliquando jactantia. 

Victorem forte gymnici certamims 
Jactantiorem quum esse vidisset sophus, 
Interrogavit, an plus adversarius 
Valuisset ejus P Hie, " Ne istud dixeris ; 
Multo fuere vires majores mese." 5 

" Quod," inquit, "ergo, stulte, meruisti decus. 
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Minus valentem si vicisti f ortior P 
Perendus esses, forte si te diceres 
Superasse, melior qui essei viribus." 

FAB. XIII. 
ASINUS AD LYRAM. 

Quomodo ingenta scepe calamiiate mterddant, 
Asinns jacentem vidit in prato lyram. 
Accessit et tentavit chordas ungula; 
Sonuere tactse. " Bella res mehercules 
Male cessiV ait, "artis quia sum nesciiis : 
Si repperisset aliquis banc prudentior, 5 

Divinis aiires oblectasset cantibus." 
Sic ssepe ingenia calamitate intercidunt. 

FAB. XIV. 
MULIER VIDUA ET MILES. 

Quanta sit inconstantia mulierum. 
Per aliquot annos qusedam dilectum virum 
Amisit, et sarcopbago corpus condidit ; 
A quo revelli nuUo quum posset modo, 
Et in sepulcbro vitam lugens degeret, 
Claram assecuta est famam castse virginis. 5 

Interea fanum qui compilarant Jovis, 
Cruci sufBiu luenmt poenas numini. 
Horum reliquias ne quis posset toUere, 
Custodes dantur inilites cadaverum 
Monumentum juxta, mulier quo se incluserat. 10 

Aliquando sitiens unus de custodibus, 
Aquam rogavit media nocte anciUulam, 
Quae forte dominse tunc assistebat su8e 
Dormitum eunti ; namque lucubraverat 
Et usque in serum vigilias perduxerat : 15 
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Paulum reclusis foribus miles prospicit 

Videtque segram, sed fade pulclira feminam. 

Comiptus animus illico suocenditur, 

Et uritur sensira impudentis cupiditas. 

Sellers acumen mille causas invenit, 20 

Per quas videre posset illam ssepius. 

Quotidiana capta consuetudine, 

Paulatim facta est advensB summissior ; 

Mox artiore vinxit ftnimn m copula. 

Hie dum consumit noctes custos diligens, 25 

Desideratum est corpus ex una cruce. 

Turbatus miles factiun exponit mulieri. 

At sancta mulier, " Non est quod timeas," ait, 

Virique corpus tradit figendum cruci, 

Ne subeat ille poenas negligentise. 30 

Sic turpitudo laudis obsedit locum. 

FAB. XV. 
DUO JTTVENES SPONSI DIVES ET PAUPER. 

Forlunam interdum prceter spent atque expectationem 
hominibus favere, 

Unam expetebant virginem juvenes duo : 
Vicit locuples genus et formam pauperis. 
Ut nuptiarum dictus advenit dies, 
Amans dolorem quia non poterat perpeti, 
Mserens propinquos contulit se in hortulos, 5 

Quos ultra paulo villa splendida divitis 
Erat acceptura virginem e matris sinu, 
Parum ampla in urbe visa quod fuerat domus. 
Pompa expUcatur, turba coucurrit frequens, 
Et conjugalem prsebet hymenseus facem. 10 

Asellus autem, qui solebat pauperi 
Qusestum deferre, stabat portse in limine. 
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lUiun pnellft casu conducnnt sax. 

Vise labores teneros ne Icedant pedes. 

Repente ccelum. Veneris misericordia, 15 

Ventis movetur, intonat mandi fragor, 

Noctemque densis horridam nirnbis parat : 

Lux rapitor oculis, et simnl vis grandinis 

Effasa trepidos passim comites dissipat, 

Sibi quemque cogens petere praesidium fnga. 20 

Asdlus notum proximum tectum subit, 

Et Toce magna sese yeuisse mdicat. 

Procurront pneri, pulcbram aspiciunt Tirginem, 

Et admirantur : dmde domino nuntiant. 

Inter sodalcs ille pancos accnbans^ 25 

Amorem crebris avocabat poculis. 

Ubi nnntiatum est, recreatus gaudiis 

Hortante Baccbo et Venere, dulces perficit 

^qualitatis inter plaosus nuptias. 

Quseinnt parentes per prseconem filiam ; 30 

KoYus maritns conjnge amissa dolet. 

Quid esset actum postquam populo innotuit, 

Omnes favorem comprobarunt ceelitum. 

FAB. XVL 

JCSOPUS SI DOMINA. 

Quam noceai sape verum dicers, 
^sopns turpi quum senriret feminte, 
QusB se expingendo totum intricabat diem, 
Yestem, uniones, aurum, argenium sumeret. 
Nee iuTeniret digiio qui se tangeret ; 
" Licetne paucis," inquit P " Dicas." " Censco, 5 
Quidvis efficies, cultum si deposueris.'' 
" Adeone per me tkieor tibi meliuscula P* 
*' Immo, nisi dederis, sponda cessabit tua,** 
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*' At non cessabunt latera," respondit, "tiia ;" 

Et objurgari jussit servum garrulum. 10 

Post paulo annillam tollit fur argenteam. 

Earn non apparere ut dictum est mulieri. 

Furore plena vocat omnes, et verbera 

Proponit gravia, verum si non dixerint. 

" AHis minare," inquit, " me non falles, bera : 15 

Flagris sum caesus, verum quia dixi modo.'* 

FAB. XVII. 
GALLUS LECTICA A PELIBUS VECTUS. 

Nimiam securitafem seepe in periculum homines ducere, 

Feles liabebat gallus leetiearios. 
Hunc gloriose vulpes ut vidit vebi. 
Sic est locuta : " Moneo prsecaveas dolam : 
Istorum vultus namque si consideras, 
Prsedam portare judices, non sarcinam." 5 

Postquam esurire coepit societaa fera, 
Discerpsit dominum, et fecit partes facinoris. 

FAB. XVIIL 
SCKOFA PAETUBIENS ET LUPUS. 

Faciendum prius de homiTte periculum, quam ejuste 
committas Jidei, 

Premente partu scrofa quum gemeret jacens, 
Accurrit lupus, et obstetricis partibus 
Se posse fungi dixit, promittens opem. 
Quae vero nosset pectoris fraudem improbi, 
Suspectum officium repudiavit malefici ; 5 

Et, " Satis est," inquit, " si recedes longius." 
Quod si perfidiffi se commisisset lupi. 
Pari dolore fata deflesset sua. 
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FAB. XIX. 
-aESOPXTS ET SERVTJS PB0FUGTJ8. 

Non esse tnalo addendum malum, 
Servus profugiens dominmn naturse asperse, 
iEsopo occurrit notns e vicinia. 
" Quid tu confusus P" " Dicam tibi dare, pater, 
Hoc namque es dignus appellari nomine, 
Tuto querela quia apud te deponitur. 5 

PlagSB supersunt, desunt mihi cibaria ; 
Subinde ad villam mittor sine viatico. 
Domi si coenat, totis persto noetibus ; 
Sive est vocatus, jaceo ad lucem in semita. 
Emerui libertatem, canus servio. 10 

Ullius essem culpse mihi si conscius, 
^quo animo ferrem : nunquam sum factus satur, 
Et super infelix ssevum patior dominium. 
Has propter causas, et quas longum est promere, 
Abire destinavi, quo tulerint pedes." 15 

" Ergo," inquit, " audi : quum mali nil feceris, 
Hsec experiris, ut refers, incommoda : 
Quid si peccaris P quae te passurum putas 1" 
Tali consilio est a fuga deterritus. 

FAB. XX. 

EQXJUS QTJADBI6ALIS IN PISTBINT7M 
VBNUMDATX7S. 

Ferendum esse aquo animo quicquid acdderit. ^ 

Equum e quadriga multis palmis nobilem 
Abegit quidam, et in pistrinum vendidit. 
Productus ad bibendum quum forct a molis. 
In circum squales ire conspezit suos, 
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Ut grata ludis redderent certamina. 5 

Lacrimis oboitis, " Ite felices," ait, 

" Celebrate sine me cursu soUennem diem : 

Ego quo scelesta fans attraxit manas, 

Ibi sorte tristi fata deflebo mea." 

FAB. XXL 
URSUS ESURIENS. 

Famem acuere animantibus ingenium. 

Si quando in silvis urso desunt copise, 
Scopulosum ad littus currit, et prendens petram 
Pilosa crura sensim demittit vado ; 
Quorum inter villos simul hseserunt canceres, 
In terram arripiens excutit prsedam maris, 5 

Escaque fruitur passim coUecta vafer. 
Ergo etiam stultis acuit ingenium fames. 

FAB. XXII. 
VIATOE ET CORVUS. 

Verbis scepenumero homines decipi solere. 
Quidam per agros devium carpens iter 
" Ave" exaudivit, et moratus paullulum, 
Adesse ut vidit neminem, cepit gradum. 
Iterum salutat, idem ex occulto sonus. 
Voce hospitali confirmatus restitit, 5 

Ut, quisquis esset, par offieium reciperet. 
Quum circumspectans errore lisesisset diu, 
Et perdidisset tempus aliquot millium, 
Ostendit sese corvus, et supervolans 
" Ave" usque ingessit. Turn se lusum intelligens, 10 
" At male tibi sit," inquit, " ales pessime. 
Qui festinantis male detinuisti pedes." 
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FAB. xxin. 

PASTOR ET CAPELLA. 

Nil occultum esse quod non reveletur. 
Pastor capellsB comu bacalo fregerat : 
Rogare ccepit, ne se domino proderet. 
" Quamvis indigne Isesa, reticebo tamen ; 
Sed res damabit ipsa, quid deliqueris." 

FAB. XXIV. 
SEBPENS ET LACEBTA. 

Ubi leonis pellis deficit, vulpinam induendam esse ; hoc 
est, ubi defidunt vires, astu utendum. 

Serpens lacertam forte adversam prenderat ; 
Quam devorare patula quum vellet gula, 
Arripuit iUa prope jacentem surculum, 
JEt pertinaci morsu traDSversum tenens, 
Avidum soUerti rectum frenavit mora. 5 

Prsedam dimisit ore serpens irritam. 

FAB. XXV. 
COBNIX ET OVIS. 

Multos lacessere debiles et cedere fortihus, 

Odiosa comix super ovem consederat ; 
Quam dorso quum tulisset invita et diu, 
" Hoc," inquit, " si dentato fecisses cani, 
Poenas dedisses." Ula contra pessima, 
'' Despicio inermes, eadem cedo fortibus ; 5 

Scio quem lacessam, cui dolosa blandiar ; 
Ideo senectam mille in annos prorogo." 
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78 PH^DRI FABULJE. 

FAB. XXVI. 
SERTQS ET DOMINITS. 

Nullum makdictum esse gravius conscieniia, 
Quuin servus nequam Socrati malediceret, 
Uxorem domini qui cormpisset sui ; 
Idque ille sciret notum circum stantibus, 
" Places tibi," inquit, " quia cui non debes places : 
Sed non impune, quia cui debes non places." 5 

FAB. XXVII. 
LEPUS ET BITBULCUS. 

MuUos verbis blandos esse et pectore infideles, 

Quum venatorem celeri pede fugeret lepus, 
Et a bubulco visus veprem irreperet, 
" Per superos oro perque spes omnes tuas, 
Ne me indices, bubulce ; nfiiil unquam mali 
Huic agro feci." Et rusticus, " ne timueris ; 5 

Late securus." Jamque venator sequens, 
** Quseso, bubulce, numquid hue venit lepus P" 
" Venit, sed abiit hac ad Isevam ;" et dexteram 
Demonstrat nutu partem. Venator citus 
Non intellexit, seque e conspectu abstulit. 10 

Tunc sic bubulcus, " Ecquid est gratum tibi. 
Quod te c^lavi P" " Linguae prorsus non nego 
Habere atque agere maximas me gratias ; 
Verum ocidis ut priveris opto perfidis." 

FAB. XXVIIL 
MEBJITRIX ET JUVENIS. 

Multa esse jucunda, qua tamen sunt incommoda. 
Quum blandiretur juveni meretrix perfida, 
Et ille IsBsus multis ssepe injuriis 
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Tamen prseberet sese facilem midieri. 

Sic insidiatrix, " Omnes muneribus licet 

Contendant, ego te plurimi facio tamen." 5 

Juvenis recordans quoties deceptus foret, 

" Lubenter," inquit, " mea lux, banc vocem audio, 

Non quod fidelis, sed quod jucunda est mihi." 

FAB. XXIX. 
FIBER. 

MuUi viverenty si salutis gratia parvi facerent 
fortunas. 

Canes effugere quum jam non possit fiber, 
(GrsBci loquaces quern dixerunt castorem, 
Et iudiderunt bestise nomen dei, 
Illi, qui jactant se verborum copia,) 
Abripere morsu fertur testiculos sibi, 5 

Quia propter illos sentiat sese peti. 
Divina quod ratione fieri non negem : 
Venator namque simul invenit remedium, 
Omittit ipsum persequi, et vocat canes. 
Hoc si prsestare possent homines, ut suo 10 

Vellent carere, tuti posthac viverent ; 
Hand quisquam insidias nudo faceret corpori. 

FAB. XXX. 
PAPILIO ET VESPA, 

Non prceteritam, sed prcBsentem aspidendam esse 



Papilio Vespam prfletervolitans viderat ; 
" O sortem iniquam ! dum vivebant corpora 
Quorum ex reliquiis animam nos accipimus. 
Ego eloquens in pace, fortis proeliis, 
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Arte omni princeps inter sqnales fm. S 

En cuncta levitas pntris et volito cinis ! 

Tu qui fuisti mulos clitellarius, 

Quemcunque visum est laedis infixo aculeo." 

Et. Vespa dignam moribus vocem edidit : 

*' Non qui fuerimus, sed qui nunc simus, vide." 10 

FAB. XXXI. 

TBRRANEOLA. ET VULPES. 

Pravis non essefidem adhibendam. 

Avis, quam dicunt terraneolam rusticii 
In terra nidum quia componit scilicet, 
Forte occucurrit improbs VulpeculiB ; 
Qua visa, pennis aitius se sustulit. 
" Salve," inquit ilia, "cur me fugisti, obsecro ? $ 

Quasi non abunde sit milii in prato cibus, 
Grilli, scarabsei, locustarum copia : 
Nihil est, quod metuas, rogo ; te multum diligo. 
Propter quietos mores et vitam probam." 
Respondit contra, " Tu quidem bene prsedicas ; 10 
Non sum in campo par tibi, sed sum sub dio : 
Quin sequere ; salutem tibi committo meam." 

FAB. XXXIL 
EPILOGUS. 

De its, qui legutU Ubellum, 

Hoc qualecunque est Musa quod ludit mea» 
Nequitia pariter laudat et frogalitas, 
Sed h»c simpliciter ; ilia tacite irascitur. 
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/E^ies, iy. 7. 

^gaeum Mare, Iv. 7. 

i9«:sopii8, i. prol., 2, 8, 6, 10 ; li. auc, 

8, 9 ; iii prol., 3, 5, 14, 19 ; iv. 6, 

7, 17, 21, 27; v. prol.; App., 

8, 11, 12, 16, 19. 
AnacharsiB, iii. proL 
Apollo, iii. prol., 16; [v. Delius. 

Fhainu.] 
Argo, iy. 7. 
Asia, iy. 22. 
Athcnae, i. 2 ; ii. 9 ; iii. 14 ; iv.fi: 

V. 1. 
Augustus, iii. 10. 
Bacchus, App., 15. 
Bathyllus, v. 8. 
Cesar, (Tiberius,) ii. 5. 
Cassandra, iii. 10. 
Cato, iv. 7. 
Cea insula, iy. 22. 
Olazomenn, iy. 22. 
Cybebe, Ui. 17 ; iv. 1. 
Danaldes, App., 6. 
Dardania, iii. prol. 
Deliusdeus, lApoUo,) App., 7. 
Delphi, App., 7. 
Demetrius Phalureus, y. I. 
EutychuB, iii. proL 
Falema faex, iii. 1. 
Orsecia, ii. 9 ; iii, proi. 
Graii, iv. 7. 
Hebnis, iii. prol. 
Hercules, iii. 17 ; iv. 12 ; v. 4. 
Hippolytus, iii. 10. 
Ilium, iii. 10. 
Juno, iii 18 ; App., 10. 
Jupiter, i. 2, 6 ; iii. prol., 17 ; iv. 10, 

11.16,18; y.9; App., 4,14. 
Latium, ii. 9. 
Leda, iv. 25. 
Libitina, iv. 20. 
Linus, iii. prol. 
LucolluB, ii. 6. 
Magnus, (Cn. Porapeius,' App., 9. 



Mars, App., 9. 
Medea, Iv. 7. 
Menander, v. 1. 
Mercurius, i. 2 ; App., 8 
Minos, iv. 7. 
Misenensis villa, ii. 5. 
Mnemo^e, iii. proL 
Musa, iii. prol. 
Myron, v. prol. 
Neapolis, ii. 5. 
Niius, L 25. 
Orpheus, iii. prol. 

Pallas, iii. 16. Opus Palladium, iv. 7 
Parnassus, App., 7. 
Particulo, y. prol, 6. 
Peliades, iv. 7. 
Pelias, iv. 7. 
Pelion, iv. 7. 

Phaedrus, iii. proL , iv. 7, 21. 
Phalereus, (Demetrius,) y. 1. 
Phryx iEsopus, iu. prol. Phcebus, 
iii. 17; App., 7. [v. Apollo^ Delitu.] 
Plerium Jugum, iii. prol. 
Pisistratus, i. 2. 
Plutus, Iv. 12. 

Pompeius Magnus, (Cn.) App., 9 
Praxiteles, v. prol. 
Pythia, App., 7. 

Roma, il. 6 ; iii. 10 ; v. 7 ; App. » 
Scytha Anacharsis, iii. prol. 
Sejanus, iii. prol. 
Siculum Mare, ii. 5. 
Simonides, iv. 22, 25. 
Sinon, iii. prol. 
Sisyphus, App., 6. 
Socrates, iii. 9 ; App., 26. 
Tantalus, App., 6. 
Thessala bipennis, iv. 7. 
Threissa gens, iii. prol. 
Tiberius Caesar, ii. 6. 
Tityos, App., 6. 
Tnscum Mare, ii. 6. 
Venus, iii. 17 ; App., 10, 15 
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NOTES 

ON THE 

FABLES OF PH^DRUS. 



BOOK I. 

Prologue. — 1. Construe : *' ego polivi vers. sen. (i. e. in 
iambic verses of six feet) banc mat. quam JEs. auctor repe- 
rit** — reperiL 1 his is denied by Quintilian and others, who 
regard Homer, Hesiod, and Archilochus as having written 
fables long before ^sop ; while the fable of the trees and 
the bramble, related by King Jotham (Judg. ix. 8 — 15) 
must claim a far higher antiquity. But little is known of 
the real life, or of the authenticity of the writings attributed 
to, JEsop. The works, however, bearing his name would 
seem to have formed a favourite study to the martyr- philo- 
sopher Socrates. Philostratus observes that, AiV<6iry irdvTa 
Tcb TUP kyBptitrav iKfitfi^Onrait i. e. that every circumstance 
or feeling of human life furnished ^sop with material for 
his apologues. — 3. dos, **the use, purpose, property of;" lit. 
** dowry.*' Phaedrus plays upon the words Duplex dos, as - 
a " double dowry** was thought a great recommendation. 
The word hence came to signify the "beauty," "excel- 
lence," and, as we might here render it, the "recommen- 

B 
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2 FABLES OF PHiEDRUS. [1., i.— 

dation'* of anything. So Plin. H. N. xxxviL 5, "dos 
sniaragdi ;" Valer. Max. v. 7, " suavitatis dotem." — 
4. prudentit the dativus commodi. — 5. Calumniari, " to 
cavil." — 6. As trees are not represented as speaking in the 
collection of fables, as now preserved, this must refer to a 
lost portion of Phaedrus* works. That ^sop had intro- 
duced them is evident from Maxim. Tyr. ^s. xxxiii. — 7. 
FictiSf "feigned, invented." jocari : so iii. Prol. 14, " Calum- 
niamquej?c^w elusit j'ociV And hence Martial mentions 
jocos Phadri / the word being applied to any kind of light 
writing. 

Fab. I. — 1. Cf. Hor. Epod. iii. 1 : 

" Lupis et agnis quanta sortito obtigit. 
Tecum mihi discordia est." 

3. fauce improha, " ravenous appetite." — 4. jurgii, " of quar- 
rel." intuHt: a term borrowed from the "bringing an 
action" at law ; as inferre litem. Caesar, B.G. t 39, " alia 
causa illata." — 6. Laniger, " the lamb." Supply inquit. — 8. 
€td meos haustuSf " to my draughts," i. e. " to the place where 
I am drinking." — 10. hos is elegantly redundant Ter. Eun. 
ii. 3, "His mensibus sex septem prorsum non vidisse.** 
Note the tmesis for maledixistu — 13. correptum: supply 
agnum. — 15. fictis causis, " on false charges." 

Fab. II. — 1. aquis legibus, i.e. under a democracy. — 
2. Procax, " encroaching." miscuit, " disturbed ; threw 
into confusion." — 4. conspiratis, for conspirantibus ; as in 
Macrob. Sat. i., "in unum conspirata." — 5. Arcemt "the 
citadel ;" here put for the " supreme power." — 7. Hfe : 
supplyywt/. — 8. Omn, insuetist "to those altogether unac- 
customed to bear it." — 14. missumy "thrown," — 16. diutiuSf 
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"some little time." — 17. una : supply ranarum. — 18. regCf 
the log thrown down hy Jupiter. — 20. omni cont, " with 
every manner of insult." — 22. Construe: "misere legatos 
ad J. rog. al. regem." — 25. singulas, " all, one after an- 
other ;" or, as the French say, ** les unes apr^sles autres." 
— 27. Mercury was messenger of the gods.— 30. perferte, 
" endure as you best can." The preposition gives an in- 
tensive force to the verb. — 31. Jioc, the dominion of Pisis- 
tratus. 

Fab. III. — 1. Construe : " -ZEsop. prod, hoc ex. nobis, 
no lib. [cuidam] gl. al. bon., potiusque libeat illi deg. vit. 
suo habitu." — 5. sustulitt ** picked up." exornavit : supply 
its. — 8. Illi: supply pavones. — 11. notanif "mark of dis- 
grace." — 12. quidam : supply inquit, — 13. sedibusy " abode," 
i. e. manner of life, condition. — 14. pati, "to be content 
with." 

Fab. IV. — 2. carnenif " a piece of meat." natans. Others 
say that he was crossing a plank : Aphthonius, trap* avr^p 
5«^€i T^v 6x9'n^ {the brink) r whs voTafiov. — 4. ab alio : supply 
cane. — 5. decepta : supply est. — 6. demisit, " he let go." — 
7. " And, after all, (arfeo,) he was not even able," &c. 
Tacit. Ann. iii. 34, " ne conjugum quidem penates, adeo 
(mtich less) socios non onereut." 

Fab. V. — 1. potente : supply homine. — 2.propositumf " my 
assertion." — 4. saltibus^ "lairs;" places frequented by wild 
beasts, and therefore fitted for hunting. — 5. vasti corporis^ 
" of a very large size." For the sense of corpus^ cf. Virg. 
iEn. i. 193. — 6. partibus factis, "when the stag had been 
divided into four shares." — 7. primam : supply partem, — 9. 
me sequetur, "shall be my share ; shall fall to my share." — 
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Ut grata ludis redderent certamina. 5 

Lacrimis oboitis, " Ite felices," ait, 

" Celebrate sine me cursu soUennem diem : 

Ego quo scelesta fiins attraxit manus, 

Ibi sorte tristi fata deflebo mea." 

FAB. XXL 
UKSUS ESURIENS. 

Famem acaere animantibus ingenium. 

Si quando in silvis urso desunt copise, 
Scopulosum ad littus currit, et prendens petram 
Pilosa crura sensim demittit vado ; 
Quorum inter villos simul hseserunt canceres. 
In terram arripiens excutit prsedam maris, 5 

Escaque fruitur passim collecta vafer. 
Ergo etiam stultis acuit ingenium fames. 

FAB. XXIL 
VIATOE ET CORVUS. 

Verbis scepenumero homines decipi solere, 
Quidam per agros devium carpens iter 
" Ave" exaudivit, et moratus paullulum, 
Adesse ut vidit neminem, cepit gradum. 
Iterum salutat, idem ex occiilto sonus. 
Voce hospitali confirmatus restitit, 6 

Ut, quisquis esset, par officium reciperet. 
Quum circumspectans errore lisesisset diu, 
Et perdidisset tempus aliquot millium, 
Ostendit sese corvus, et supervoians 
" Ave" usque ingessit. Turn se lusum intelligens, 10 
" At male tibi sit," inquit, " ales pessime. 
Qui festinantis male detinuisti pedes." 
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FAB. xxin. 

PASTOR ET CAPELLA. 

Nil oceultum esse quod non reveletur* 
Pastor capellfiB comu baculo fregerat : 
Ilogare coepit, ne se domino proderet. 
" Quamvis indigne Isesa, reticebo tamen ; 
Sed res clamabit ipsa, quid deliqueris." 

FAB. XXIV. 
SERPENS ET LA.CERTA. 

Ubi leonis peilis deficit, vulpinam induendam esse ; hoc 
est, ubi defidunt vires, astu utendum. 

Serpens lacertam forte adversam prenderat ; 
Quam devorare patula quum vellet gula, 
Arripuit ilia prope jacentem surculum, 
JEt pertinaci morsu traDsversum tenens, 
Avidum soUerti rectum frenavit mora. 5 

Prsedam dimisit ore serpens irritam. 

FAB. XXV. 
CORNIX ET OVIS. 

Multos lacessere dcbiUs et cedere fortihus, 
Odiosa comix super ovem consederat ; 
Quam dorso quum tulisset invita et diu, 
" Hoc," inquit, "si dentato fecisses cani, 
Pcenas dedisses." Dla contra pessima, 
" Despicio inermes, eadem cedo fortibus ; 5 

Scio quem lacessam, cui dolosa blandiar j 
Ideo senectam mille in annos prorogo." 
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FAB. XXVI. 
SERVTJS ET DOMINITS. 

Nullum maledictum esse gravius consdeniia, 
Quuin servus nequam Socrati malediceret, 
Uxorem domini qui comipisset sui ; 
Idque ille sciret notum circumstantibus, 
" Places tibi," inquit, " quia cui non debes places : 
Sed non impune, quia cui debes non places." 5 

FAB. XXVII. 
LEPITS ET BITBTJLCUS. 

MuUos verbis blandos esse et pectore infideles, 

Quum venatorem celeri pede fugeret lepus, 
Et a bubulco visus veprem irreperet, 
** Per superos ore perque spes omnes tuas, 
Ne me indices, bubulce ; nihil unquam mali 
Huic agro feci." Et rusticus, ** ne timueris ; 5 

Late securus." Jamque venator sequens, 
" Quseso, bubulce, numquid hue venit lepus P" 
" Venit, sed abiit hac ad Isevam ;" et dexteram 
Demonstrat nutu partem. Venator citus 
Non intellexit, seque e conspectu abstulit. 10 

Tunc sic bubulcus, " Ecquid est gratum tibi, 
Quod te celavi P" " Linguse prorsus non nego 
Habere atque agere maximas me gratias ; 
Verum oculis ut priveris opto perfidis." 

FAB. XXVIIL 
MEBJBTRIX ET JUVENIS. 

MuUa esse jucunda, qua tamen sunt incommoda, 
Quum blandiretur juveni meretrix perfida, 
Et ille IsBsus multis ssepe injuriis 
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Tamen prseberet sese facilem mulieri. 

Sic insidiatrix, " Omnes muneribus licet 

Contendant, ego te plurimi facio tamen.'* 5 

Juvenis recordans quoties deceptus foret, 

" Lubenter/' inquit, " mea lux, banc vocem audio, 

Non quod fidelis, sed quod jucunda est mihi." 

FAB. XXIX. 
FIBER. 

MulH viverenty si salutis gratia parvi faceient 
foriunas. 

Canes effugere quum jam non possit fiber, 
(Gr8eci loquaces quern dixerunt castorem, 
Et iudiderunt bestise nomen dei, 
Illi, qui jactant se verborum copia,) 
Abripere morsu fertur testiculos sibi, 5 

Quia propter illos sentiat sese peti. 
Divina quod ratione fieri non negem : 
Venator namque simul invenit remedium, 
Omittit ipsum persequi, et vocat canes. 
Hoc si prsestare possent homines, ut suo 10 

Vellent carere, tuti posthac \dverent ; 
Baud quisquam insidias nudo faceret corpori. 

FAB. XXX. 
PAPILIO ET VESPA. 

Non prceteritam, sed prcesentem aspiciendam esse 



Papilio Vespam prfletervolitans viderat ; 
** O sortem iniquam ! dum vivebant corpora 
Quorum ex reliqiiiis animam nos accipimus. 
Ego eloquens in pace, fortis proeliis, 
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Arte omni princeps inter SBquales fuL S 

En cuncta levitas pntris et volito cinis ! 

Tu qui fuisti mulus diteilarius, 

Quemcunque visum est laedis infixo aculeo." 

Et. Vcspa dignam moribus vocem edidit : 

" Non qui fuerimus, sed qui nunc simus, vide." 10 

FAB. XXXI. 

TEEBANEOLA. ET VULPE8. 

Pravis non essefidem adhibendam. 

Avis, quam dicunt terraneolam rustici. 
In terra nidum quia componit scilicet, 
Forte occucurrit improbae Vulpecula ; 
Qua visa, pennis altius se sustulit. 
" Salve," inquit ilia, **cur me fugisti, obsecro ? 5 

Quasi non abunde sit miiii in prato cibus, 
Grilli, scarabffii, locustarum copia : 
Nihil est, quod metuas, rogo ; te multum diligo, 
Propter quietos mores et vitam probam." 
Respondit contra, " Tu quidem bene prsedicas ; 10 
Non sum in campo par tibi, sed sum sub dio : 
Quin sequere ; salutem tibi committo meam." 

FAB. XXXIL 

EPILOGITS. 

De its, qui leguni libellum. 

Hoc qualecunque est Musa quod ludit mea» 
Nequitia pariter laudat et frugalitas, 
Sed h»c simpliciter ; ilia tacite irascitur. 
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NOTES 

ON THE 

FABLES OF PH^DRUS. 



BOOK I. 

Prologue. — 1. Construe : " ego polivi vers. sen. (i. e. in 
iambic verses of six feet) banc mat. quam Ms. auctor repe- 
rit** — reperit, 1 bis is denied by Quintilian and otbers, who 
regard Homer, Hesiod, and Arcbilochus as having written 
fables long before ^sop ; while the fable of the trees and 
the bramble, related by King Jotham (Judg. ix. 8 — 15) 
must claim a far higher antiquity. But little is known of 
the real life, or of the authenticity of the writings attributed 
to, iEsop. The works, however, bearing his name would 
seem to have formed a favourite study to the martyr-philo- 
sopher Socrates. Philostratus observes that, AtVc^^^ irivra 
rh ruy Mpt&irwv ixfiefi^driTou, i. e. that every circumstance 
or feeling of human life furnished ^sop with material for 
his apologues. — 3. dos, ** the use, purpose, property of ;" lit. 
"dowry." Phaedrus plays upon the words Duplex Josy as 
a " double dowry" was thought a great recommendation. 
The word hence came to signify the "beauty," "excel- 
lence," and, as we might here render it, the " recommen- 

B 



d by Google 
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dation'* of anything. So Plin. H. N. xxxvii. 5, "dos 
smaragdi ;" Valer. Max. v. 7, " suavitatis dotem." — 
4. prudenti, the dativus commodi. — 5. Calumniari, ** to 
cavil." — 6. As trees are not represented as speaking in the 
collection of fables, as now preserved, this must refer to a 
lost portion of Phsedrus' works. That ^sop had intro- 
duced them is evident from Maxim. Tyr. ^s. xxxiii. — 7. 
Fictis, "feigned, invented." jocari : so iii. Prol. 14, " Calum- 
niamque ^c/» elusit joctV And hence Martial mentions 
jocos Phadri ; the word being applied to any kind of light 
writing. 

Fab. I. — 1. Cf. Hor. Epod. iii. 1 : 

" Lupis et agnis quanta sortito obtigit. 
Tecum mihi discordia est." 

3. fauce improba, " ravenous appetite." — 4. jurgii, " of quar- 
rel." intuHt: a term borrowed from the "bringing an 
action" at law ; as inferre litem. Caesar, B.G. i. 39, " alia 
causa illata." — 6. LanigeVy " the lamb." Supply inquiL — 8. 
ad meos haustusy *' to my draughts," i. e. " to the place where 
I am drinking." — 10. hos is elegantly redundant Ter. Eun. 
ii. 3, "His mensibus sex septem prorsum non vidisse." 
Note the tmesis for maledixisti, — 13. correptum: supply 
agnum. — 15. fictis catuis, " on false charges." 

Fab. II. — 1. aquis legibusy i.e. under a democracy. — 
2. Procaxt " encroaching." miscuitf " disturbed ; threw 
into confusion." — 4. conspiratist for conspirantibus ; as in 
Macrob. Sat. i., "in unum conspirata." — 5. Arcem, "the 
citadel;" here put for the "supreme power." — 7. tile: 
supply /wii. — 8. Omn. insuetis, "to those altogether unac- 
customed to bear it." — 14. mmum, "thrown." — 16. dlutiuSf 
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" some little time." — 17. una: supply ranarwOT. — IS.rege, 
the log thrown down by Jupiter.: — 20. omni cont, " with 
every manner of insult." — 22. Construe: "misere legatos 
ad J. rog. al. regem." — 25. singulas, ** all, one after an- 
other;** or, as the French say, ** les unes apr^sles autres.'* 
— 27. Mercury was messenger of the gods. — 30. perferte, 
" endure as you best can.'* The preposition gives an in- 
tensive force to the verb. — 31. hoc, the dominion of Pisis- 
tratus. 

Fab. III. — 1. Construe : " iSsop. prod, hoc ex. nobis, 
ne lib. [cuidam] gl. al. bon., potiusque libeat illi deg. vit. 
suo habitu." — 5. sustulit^ "picked up.'* exornavit: supply 
its, — 8. Illi: supply pavones. — 11. notanty "mark of dis- 
grace.'* — 12. quidam : supply inquit, — 13. sedibus, " abode," 
i. e. manner of life, condition. — 14. patif "to be content 
with,** 

Fab. IV. — 2. carnem, " a piece of meat** nutans. Others 
say that he was crossing a plank : Aphthonius, vap* alrijp 
8<^€i tV ^X^'H^ {'^'* brink) rivhsirorafiov. — 4. ab alio : supply 
cane. — 5. decepta : supply est, — 6. demisit, " he let go." — 
7. "And, after all, {adeo^) he was not even able," &c. 
Tacit. Ann. iii. 34, " ne conjugum quidem penates, adeo 
{mttch less) socios non onerent.'* 

Fab. V. — 1. potente : supply homine. — 2,propositum, " my 
assertion." — 4. saltibus, "lairs;" places frequented by wild 
beasts, and therefore fitted for hunting. — 5, vasti corporis, 
" of a very large size.** For the sense of corpus, cf. Virg. 
JEn, i. 193. — 6. partibus factis, " when the stag had been 
divided into four shares.'* — 7. primam : supply partem, — 9. 
me sequetur, "shall be my share ; shall fall to my share.*' — 
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10. Malo a^te^ttr, '< he will suffer for it." — 11. sola im- 
prohitaSf *' mere rapacity." 

Fab. VI. — 1. celebres, " well frequented; celebrated by a 
numerous company." — 2. narrare: supply ftaftc/a&tt/am.--3. 
solem velle, [to the effect] ** that the sun wished," &c. See 
Arnold's First Lat Prose, pp. 11, 12. Perhaps, however, it 
is better to read "sol cum vellet" — 5, Convicio, "with 
their united complaint"- The force of con. is thus explained 
by Labeo : " Convitium dicitur a concitatione, vel a con- 
venttt, hoc est collatione vocum" ("the Union of many 
voices'*). The same remark applies to concire (i. e. con and 
ciere), concitare, &c. — 7. unus: supply soL — 8. arida sede, 
** on account of our abode being dried up :" the ablative 
of cause or instrument. — 9. Quidn, /. est, ** What will 
it come to?" 

Fab. VII. — 1. personam, "a mask." See Adams* Rom. 
Antiq., p. 326, art. "Thespis." — 2. quanta species, **0 
how beautiful an appearance!" — 4. abstulit, "has left 
without." 

Fab. VIII.— 1. meriti, " of a kindness ; good office."— 2. 
Bis peccat, "is guilty of a twofold error." — 3. deinde, "se- 
condly," i.e. and "because he consequently" cannot es- 
cape with impunity. — 6. illicere, " to try to persuade" — 7. 
jurejurando, " by the oath" taken by the wolf. — 9. fecit 
medicinam, "afforded a cure." Plaut Cistell. i. 1, "Qui 
huic morbo facere medicinam potest" 

Fab. IX. — 1. Construe : " Ostendamus paucis versibus 
stultum esse non cavere sibi, et d. cons, aliis.** — 3. op- 
pressum, "seized upon." — 4. ohjurgabat, "scoffed at," 
[saying :] "where is" &c. — 8. mortis in solatio, "as some 
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consolation for its own death." So Ov. Met ix. 4, " Mag- 
na feris tacitas solatia mortis ad umbras." Some read 
tolatium, which is a more usual mode of expression ; but 
the other admits of defence. — 9. securus, *4n [fancied] 
security." 

Fab. X. — 1. temel innotuit, "had once become notorious 
for." — 4. arguebat...crimine, ** accused of the crime." — 5. 
proximam, " liable to ; responsible for." So '* aflfinis culpse" 
in Cicero. — 7. perorassent, " had folly pleaded ;" or, as we 
should say, *' had wound up their statements.** — 8. Dixisse^ 
"to have pronounced." — 9. Tu, "the wolf;" te, "the 
fox." 

?AB. XI.—l. Virtutls, "of valour :** iper^j.— 2. Tgnotos 
= ignaros, " those who do not know him;" as notU z= ** those 
who know." Sallust uses ignoH in the same manner, est 
derisuL Observe the double dative. Arnold, First Lat. 
Prose, pp. 69, 70. — 6» intueta voce, " his strange braying." 
— 6. auritulus, "he of the long ears:" a poetical phrase 
for the ass, as laniger, for the lamb ; barbatus, for the goat, 
&c. — 9. ezitus notos, " their usual ways of escape." — 12. 
vocem premeret **to cease his braying." — 13. opera, " the 
use ; the results." — 15. Animum, " spirit," L e. cowardice. 

Fab. XII. — 1. Construe : " Haec narr. exer. ea, quae 
cont. ssepe inv. util. laudatis." — 2. exerit, " sets forth." — 
5. ramosa, "branching:" Virg. ^n. L 189, "Capita alta 
ferentes Comibus arboreis." — 7. vocibus, " by the cry of the 
hunters ;" cf. Ov. Met. ii. 241. — 9. elusit, ** slipped away 
from." — 10. retentis, sc, arboribus. — 12. vocem, "speech." 
— 15. q. lucL hab,, " with how much pain hJive they been 
fraught r 
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Fab. xiii. — 1. verbis subdolis, "with craftily devised 
compliments." — 3. caseum, "a piece of cheese;" as car^ 
new, in i. 4. 2. — 6. qui est, "how great is." — 8. vocem, 
" a voice fit for singing." fnior, "superior." — 9. ostendere, 
**to display." — 10. Emisitf "let go;" as demisit, in i. 4. 
6. — 12. corvi stupor = corvus stupidus. So £ firirphs ifias 
(TcjSar, Mffivovos fila, and other periphrases. — 13. re, 
"fact," i.e. narrative. — 14. Virtute, "strength." 

Fab. XIV. — 2. ignoto, "where he was unknown:" see 
on Fah. xi. 2.-3. antidotum, " a specific against poison." 
— 4. Verbosis strophis ((rrpo^ais), "hy wordy, juggling 
speeches," such as the mountebanks entertain their au- 
diences with, while retailing quack medicines. Cf. Lidd. 
and Scott, s. v. vrpo^^ no. 2. — 5. jaceret = "kept his 
bed :" Cic. £p. ix. 20, " ego, te Jacente, bona tua come- 
dam." — 6. ejus exp., "of making trial of his skill." — 7. 
Construe : " Dein aqua fus. sim. se misc. tox. antid. illius, 
juss. ip. bib. hoc. pos. praemio." — 10. Timore mortis. The 
would-be physician feared that the king had really mingled 
poism with his antidote. — 11, 12. Construe: " se fact, 
esse med. n. ul. pr. artis, verum [se factum esse] nob. 
St. vulgi." — 13. hac edidit, "uttered this opinion." — 
15. capita, "your lives." — 17. pertinere, "to be ad- 
dressed to." 

Fab. XV. — 1. In pr, comm., "in changing the govern- 
ment." — 7. ille: supply inquit, — 9. Ergo: supply asinus 
respondit. 

Fab. XVI. — 1. sponsu improbo, " ou bad security." — 2. 
rem expedite, " to accomplish his purpose." — 4. Lup, 
spons,, " with a wolf as his voucher," — 7. dies, " the day of 
payment." 
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Fab. XVII. — 2. Construe : " cum canis cal. pet. ab ove 
panem, quern cont. cornu. [owi].** — 3. commodasse, ** lent.'* 
— 4. decern: supply panw. — 10. in fovea, "in a trap.'* 

Fab. XIX. — 1. Hdbent insideas, "are fraught with 
snares." — 4. tugurio, "hut, kennel.**— 5. reposcenti: the 
dog who was the original occupant. — 8. hoc : supply tempore, 
— 9. turba, "my litter of young ones." — cedam, "I will 
give up.** 

Fab. XX. — 4. extractum, " when drawn out." — 5. Con- 
strue: "sed rupti per. prius quam cont. [corium], quod 
petierunt** 

Fab. XXI. — 1. prisHnam, " original.'* — 4. spiritutn ex* 
tremum trahens ; ^Injxoppay&v, " drawing his last breath ; 
expiring.** — 5. fulmineis dentibus, " with lightning-like,** 
i.e. fierce, "tusks.** — 6. ictu, " with a blow from his tusks.** 
— 7. confodit, "gored.** — 10. ille, the lioa. fortes: 
^supply feras. — 12. Quod cogor, "in that I am. forced 
to bear.** 

Fab. XXII. — 3. tibi: the dativus commodi. — 4. Fq" 
ceres : supply hoc. — 5. reliquiis, the fragments of wheat, 
bread, &c. — 7. rosuri: supply mures, "at which the mice 
would nibble.'* ipsos, the mice themselves. — 8. impu- 
tare, "to place to my account** — 12. meritum inane, "an 
empty show of advantage.** 

Fab. XXII li — 1. liberalis: supply homo, — 2. irritos, 
"vain, useless.** — 3. panem misisset, "had thrown.** — 4. 
Objecto. So Senec. de Const. 14, "tanquam canem acrem 
objecto cibo leniet** — 6. pro re, "in defence of the pro- 
perty.** — 8. mea culpa, " through my neglect.*' 



d by Google 



8 FABLES OF PHiEDRUS. [I.,xxiv.— 

Fab. XXIV.— 1. InopSt " poor," and potens, " wealthy," 
are here meant to be opposed. — 9. validius, "yet more 
strongly." — 10. jacuit, ** she lay dead." 

Fab. XXV. — 3, 4. Construe : " trad, est canes bib. in fl. 
N. curr. ne rap. a crocodilis." The orthography is required 
by the metre. — 6. Quamlibet [aquam'] I. otto, " lap as much 
water as you please at your leisure.'* 

Fab. XXVI. — 2. Multandum esse, sc. etim, — 4. iili, ** be- 
fore her." — 5. sorbitionem, "broth, soup." — 7. revocasset, 
" had invited in turn." intrito, " minced." — 8. lagenam, 
a sort of pitcher with a long, narrow neck, out of which 
the fox could get nothing, but which would be well 
suited to the long neck of the crane. — 11. Peregrinam, 
This term is applied to the crane, as being a bird of 
passage. 

Fab. XXVII. — \, conveniens, "applicable to." — ^, Manes 
deos, ** Manes is the general name by which the Romans 
designated the souls of the departed ; but as it is a natural * 
tendency to consider the souls of departed friends as blessed 
spirits, the Manes were regarded tis gods, and were wor- 
shipped with divine honours. Hence on Roman sepulchres 
we find D. M. S., i.e. DUManibus Sacrum:' Smith's Diet, 
of Mythol., &c., p. 411.— 8. Construe : "super quem vulL 
stans fert. loc. [esse]." — 9. merito jaces, " deservedly art 
thou dead;" cf. i. 24. 10. 

Fab. XXVIII.— 1. "Men, although in a high stetion, 
ought to fear those more humble;" or, "men, however 
high in station." Plant. Pseud, iv. 7, "quamvis pernix 
est." — 2. docili, "quick, ready." — 5. posuit, sc. cahdos, 
•scam, " as food." — 7. ilia, the eagle, ipso loco, " by the 
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very nature of her situation." — 10. sanguinis, " of her own 
brood.** 

Fab. XXIX.— 1. captant, " aim at."— 5. Q^cittm, "the 
polite salutation/' i.e. of being addressed as brother by 
an ass. 

Fab. XXX. — 7. statioj ** condition ; manner of life." — 7. 
quit the bull who is defeated. — 10. proculcatos ohteret, 
" will trample and tread us to death." 

Fab. XXXI. — 4. penna, " of wing," i. e. flight — 5. 
raptor t ** the plunderer," i. e. the kite. — 6. genus inerme, 
*' the feeble race" of the birds. — 7. soUicitum, " full of 
trouble and anxiety." — 11. exerc, imp., " to maintain his 
rule." — 13. una: supply injui^. 



BOOK II. 

Prologue. — 1. "The manner of writing pursued by 
^sop consists of examples." Such is the common inter- 
pretation of this very doubtful passage. But Gudius and 
Oronovius would take genus as = genus hominum, as in 
Manil. i. 145, " semper erit genus in pugna." The verb 
continetur will then mean, " is restrained, corrected ;" i. e. 
"by the examples set before them in the fables of ^sop." 
— 4. Jcuat, "may sharpen, exert itself." — 5. narranti: 
supply mihi. — 6. serv. pr, suumt i. e. conveys the moral 
intended. — 7. Re, " for its own sake." — 8. senisy sc. Msopi, 
14. Attende, "observe," i.e. learn from the following 
fable. 



d by Google 



d by Google 



NOTES 

ON THE 

FABLES OF PH^DRUS. 



BOOK I. 

Prologue. — 1. Construe : " ego polivi vers. sen. (i. e. in 
iambic verses of six feet) hanc mat. quam Ms, auctor repe- 
rit** — reperit. 1 his is denied by Quintilian and others, who 
regard Homer, Hesiod, and Archilochus as having written 
fables long before iEsop ; while the fable of the trees and 
the bramble, related by King Jotham (Judg. ix. 8 — 15) 
must claim a far higher antiquity. But little is known of 
the real life, or of the authenticity of the writings attributed 
to, JEsop. The works, however, bearing his name would 
seem to have formed a favourite study to the martyr-philo- 
sopher Socrates. Philostratus observes that, AtVc^^^ irdyra 
rh Tuy iivOptJi-Kiav ixfiefiiidriTah i. e. that every circumstance 
or feeling of human life furnished ^sop with material for 
his apologues. — 3. dos, *' the use, purpose, property of;" lit. 
** dowry." PhaBdrus plays upon the words Duplex Jos, as 
a '* double dowry** was thought a great recommendatiou. 
The word hence came to signify the "beauty," "excel- 
lence," and, as we might here render it, the " recommen- 

B 
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dation" of anything. So Plin. H. N. xxxvii. 5, "dos 
smaragdi ;" Valer. Max. v. 7, " suavitatis dotera." — 
4. prudentif the dativus commodi. — 5. Calumniari, ** to 
cavil."— 6. As trees are not represented as speaking in the 
collection of fables, as now preserved, this must refer to a 
lost portion of Phaedrus* works. That ^sop had intro- 
duced them is evident from Maxim. Tyr. ^s. xxxiii. — 7. 
jPiciw,*' feigned, invented." jocari: soiii.Prol. 14, "Calura- 
niamque/c/»« elusit jocisJ' And hence Martial mentions 
jocos Phadri ; the word being applied to any kind of light 
writing. 

Fab. I. — 1. Cf. Hor. Epod. iii. 1 : 

" Lupis et agnis quanta sortito obtigit. 
Tecum mihi discordia est." 

3. fauce improba, ** ravenous appetite." — 4. jurgiiy " of quar- 
rel." intuHt: a term borrowed from the "bringing an 
action" at law ; as inferre litem. Caesar, B.G. i. 39, " alia 
causa illata." — 6. Laniger^ "the lamb." Supply tn^ut/. — 8. 
ad meos haustuSf *' to my draughts," i. e. ** to the place where 
I am drinking." — 10. hosia elegantly redundant Ter. Eun. 
ii. 3, "His mensibus sex septem prorsum non vidisse." 
Note the tmesis for maledixisti. — 13. correptum: supply 
agnum, — 15. fictis causis, " on false charges." 

Fab. II. — 1. aquis legibus, i.e. under a democracy. — 
2. Procax, " encroaching." miscuit, " disturbed ; threw 
into confusion." — 4. conspiratiSf for conspirantibus ; as in 
Macrob. Sat. i., "in unum conspirata." — 5. Arcemy "the 
citadel;" here put for the "supreme power." — 7. ille: 
supply /Mi<. — 8. Omn. insuetis, "to those altogether unac- 
customed to bear it." — 14. missum^ "thrown." — 16. diutius, 
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" some little time." — 17. una: supply ranarMW. — IS.rege, 
the log thrown down by Jupiter.; — 20. omni cont., "with 
every manner of insult." — 22. Construe: "misere legatos 
ad J. rog. al. regem." — 25. singulas, ** all, one after an- 
other ;" or, as the French say, " les unes aprfesles autres." 
— 27. Mercury was messenger of the gods. — 30. perfertct 
"endure as you best can." The preposition gives an in- 
tensive force to the verb. — 31. hoc, the dominion of Pisis- 
tratus. 

Fab. III. — 1. Construe : " iEsop. prod, hoc ex. nobis, 
ne lib. [cuidam] gl. al. bon., potiusque libeat illi deg. vit. 
suo habitu." — 5. sustulitj "picked up." exornavit: supply 
w. — 8. Illi: supply pavones. — 11. notam, "mark of dis- 
grace." — 12. quidam : supply inquit. — 13. sedibtts, " abode," 
i. e. manner of life, condition. — 14. pati, "to be content 
with." 

Fab. IV. — 2. carnem, " a piece of meat." natans. Others 
say that he was crossing a plank : Aphthonius, n-ap* ahr^p 
Zi-fiei tV ^X^'?*' ('^^ brink) rivhs voTafiov. — 4. ab alio : supply 
cane. — 5. decepta : supply est, -^6, demisit, " he let go." — 
7. " And, after all, (adeo^) he was not even able," &c. 
Tacit. Ann. iii. 34, " ne conjugum quidem penates, adeo 
(much less) socios non onerent." 

Fab. V. — 1. potente : supply homine. — 2,propositum, " my 
assertion." — 4. saltibus, "lairs;" places frequented by wild 
beasts, and therefore fitted for hunting. — 5. vasti corporis, 
" of a very large size." For the sense of corpus, cf. Virg. 
iEn. i. 193. — 6. partibus factis, "when the stag had been 
divided into four shares." — 7. primam : supply partem, — 9. 
me sequetur, "shall be my share ; shall fall to my share.** — 
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10. Mah adficietur, "he will suffer for it."— 11. sola im- 
probitaSf *' mere rapacity." 

Fab. VI. — 1. celebret, " well frequented; celebrated by a 
numerous company." — 2. narrare: supply hanefabulam. — 8. 
iolem velle, [to the effect] " that the sun wished," &c See 
Arnold's First Lat Prose, pp. 11, 12. Perhaps, howeyer, it 
is better to read "sol cum vellet" — 5. Ckmvicio, "with 
their united complaint"- The force of con. is thus explained 
by Labeo : " Convitium dicitur a concitatione, vel a con- 
yentu, hoc est collatione yocum" (^*the union of many 
voices'*). Tlie same remark applies to concire (i. e. can and 
ciere), concitare, &c. — 7. unus: supply sol, — 8. arida iede, 
" on account of our abode being dried up :" the ablative 
of cause or instrument. — 9. Quidn, /. est, " What will 
it come to?" 

Fab. VII. — 1. personam, **a mask." See Adams' Rom. 
Antiq., p. 326, art. "Thespis." — 2. quanta species, "O 
how beautiful an appearance 1" — 4. abstulit, "has left 
without" 

Fab. VIII. — 1. meriti, "of a kindness ; good office." — 2. 
Bis peccat, "is guilty of a twofold error." — 3. deinde, "se- 
condly," i.e. and "because he consequently" cannot es- 
cape with impunity. — 6. iUicere, ** to try to persuade" — 7. 
jurejurando, " by the oath" taken by the wolf. — 9. fecit 
medicinam, "afforded a cure." Plaut CistelL i. 1, "Qui 
huic moibo facere medicinam potest" 

Fab. IX. — 1. Construe : " Ostendamus panels versibus 
stultum esse non cavere sibi, et d. cons, aliis.** — 3. op- 
pressum, "seized upon." — 4. objurgabat, "scoffed at,** 
[saying :] "where is" &c. — 8. mortis in solatio, "as some 



d by Google 



— xii/ FABLES OF PHiEDRUS. 5 

consolation for its own death." So Ov. Met ix. 4, " Mag> 
na feris tacitas solatia mortis ad umbras." Some read 
solatium, which is a more usual mode of expression ; but 
the other admits of defence. — 9. securutf "in [fancied] 
security." 

Fab. X. — 1. temel innotuit, *'had once become notorious 
for." — 4. arguebat.,.crifnine, " accused of the crime." — 5. 
proximam, " liable to ; responsible for." So " affinis culpae" 
in Cicero. — 7. peroreutent, " had fully pleaded ;" or, as we 
should say, ** had wound up their statements.** — 8. Dixisset 
"to have pronounced." — 9. r«, "the wolf;" te, "the 
fox." 

^AB. XI.— 1. VirtutU, " of valour :** Aper^j.— 2. Jgnotot 
= ignaroSf " those who do not know him;" as notis = " those 
who know." Sallust uses ignoti in the same manner, est 
derisuL Observe the double dative. Arnold, First Lat. 
Prose, pp. 69, 70. — 5, insueta voce, " his strange braying." 
— 6. aurttulus, "he of the long ears:" a poetical phrase 
for the ass, as laniger, for the lamb ; barbatus, for the goat, 
&c. — 9. exitut notot, " their usual ways of escape." — 12. 
vocem premere, "to cease his braying." — 13. opera, " the 
use ; the results." — 15. Jnimum, " spirit," L e. cowardice. 

Fab. XII. — 1. Construe : " Haec narr. exer. ea, quae 
cont. saepe inv. util. laudatis." — 2. exerit, " sets forth." — 
5. ramosa, "branching:" Virg. ^n. L 189, "Capita alta 
ferentes Cornibus arborels" — 7. vocibus, " by the cry of the 
hunters ;" cf. Ov. Met. ii. 241. — 9. elusit, " slipped away 
from." — 10. reteniis, sc, arboribus. — 12. vocem, "speech." 
— 15. q, lucU hab,, " with how much pain have they been 
fraught r 
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Fab. xiii. — 1. verbis suhdolis, "with craftily devised 
compliments." — 3. caseunif "a piece of cheese;" as car^ 
netttf in i. 4. 2. — 6. qui est, "how great is." — 8. vocem, 
" a voice fit for singing." prior, " superior." — 9. ostendere, 
** to display." — 10. Emisit, "let go;" as demisii, in i. 4. 
6. — 12. corvi stupor = corvus stupidus. So & firirphs ifxas 
(Tefias, M4fJLyovos fiia, and other periphrases. — 13. re, 
"fact," i.e. narrative.— 14. Virtute, "strength." 

Fab. XIV. — 2. ignoto, "where he was unknown:" see 
on Fab. xi. 2.'— 3. antidotum, " a specific against poison." 
— 4. Verhosis strophis (arpoipais), "by wordy, juggling 
speeches," such as the mountebanks entertain their au- 
diences with, while retailing quack medicines. Cf. Lidd. 
and Scott, s. y. arpo^, no. 2. — 5. jaceret = "kept his 
bed :" Cic. Ep. ix. 20, " ego, te Jacente, bona tua come- 
dam." — 6. ejus exp., "of making trial of his skill." — 7. 
Construe: " Dein aqua fus. sim. se misc. tox. antid. illius, 
juss. ip. bib. hoc. pos. praemio." — 10. Timore mortis. The 
would-be physician feared that the king had really mingled 
poison with his antidote. — 11, 12. Construe: " se fact, 
esse med. n. ul. pr. artis, verum [se factum esse] nob. 
St. vulgi." — 13. hac edidit, "uttered this opinion." — 
15. capita, "your lives." — 17. pertinere, "to be ad- 
dressed to." 

Fab. XV. — 1. In pr. comm., "in changing the govern- 
ment." — 7. ille: supply inquit. — 9. Ergo: supply asinus 
respondit. 

Fab. XVI. — 1. sponsu improbo, "on bad security." — 2. 
rem expedire, " to accomplish his purpose." — 4. Lup. 
spans., " with a wolf as his voucher." — 7. dies, " the day of 
payment." 
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Fab. XVII. — 2. Construe : " cum canis cal. pet ab ove 
panem, quern cont. cornu. [ovil" — 3. commodassef " lent.** 
— 4. decern: supply pane*. — 10. infoveat **in a trap.'* 

Fab. XIX. — I. Habent insideas, "are fraught with 
snares.** — 4. tugurio, "hut, kennel.**— 5. reposcenti: the 
dog who was the original occupant — 8. hoc : supply tempore. 
— 9. turba, "my litter of young ones." — cedam, "I will 
give up." 

Fab. XX. — 4. extractumt " when drawn out." — 5. Con- 
strue: "sed rupti per. prius quam cont [corium], quod 
petierunt** 

Fab. XXI. — 1. pristinam, *' original.*'— 4. spiritum ejr- 
tremum trahens ; ^vxoppayuv, " drawing his last breath ; 
expiring.** — 5. fulmineis dentibuSf ** with lightning-like,** 
i. e. fierce, " tusks.** — 6. ictUf ** with a blow from his tusks.** 
— 7. confodit, " gored.** — 10. ille, the lion, fortes : 
^supply /eras, — 12. Quod cogor, " in that I am. forced 
'to bear.- 

Fab. XXII. — 3. tibi : the dativus commodi. — 4. Fa- 
ceres : supply hoc, — 5. reliquiis, the fragments of wheat, 
bread, &c. — 7. rosuri: supply mures, "at which the mice 
would nibble." ipsos, the mice themselves. — 8. impu- 
tare, "to place to my account" — 12. meritum inane, "an 
empty show of advantage." 

Fab. XXIIIi — 1. liberalis: supply homo. — 2. irriios, 
"vain, useless.** — 3. panem misisset, "had thrown." — 4. 
Objecto. So Senec. de Const. 14, " tanquam canem acrem 
objecto cibo leniet** — 6. pro re, "in defence of the pro- 
perty.** — 8. mea culpa, " through my neglect.** 
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Fad. XXIV.— 1. InopSt " poor," and potenSf " wealthy," 
are here meant to be opposed. — 9. validius, "yet more 
strongly." — 10. jacuitf ** she lay dead." 

Fab. XXV. — 3, 4. Construe : " trad, est canes bib. in fl. 
N. curr. ne rap. a crocodilis." The orthography is required 
by the metre.-— 6. Quamlibet [aquam] I, otio, " lap as much 
water as you please at your leisure." 

Fab. XXVI. — 2. Multandum esse, sc. etan, — 4. illi, *' be- 
fore her." — 5. sorbitionem, "broth, soup." — 7. revocasset, 
" had invited in turn." intritOf " minced." — 8. lagenam, 
a sort of pitcher with a long, narrow neck, out of which 
the fox could get nothing, but which would be well 
suited to the long neck of the crane. — 11. Peregrinam. 
This term is applied to the crane, as being a bird of 
passage. 

Fab. XXVII. — I, conveniens, "applicable to." — ^. Manes 
deos, ** Manes is the general name by which the Romans 
designated the souls of the departed ; but as it is a natural * 
tendency to consider the souls of departed friends as blessed 
spirits, the Manes were regarded as gods, and were wor- 
shipped with divine honours. Hence on Roman sepulchres 
we find D. M. S., i.e. DisManibus Sacrum," Smith's Diet, 
of Mythol., &c., p. 411. — 8. Construe : " super quern vult 
stans fert loc. [esse]." — 9. merito Jaces, " deservedly art 
thou dead ;" cf. i. 24. 10. 

Fab. XXVIII.— 1. "Men, although in a high stotion, 
ought to fear those more humble;" or, "men, however 
high in station." Plant. Pseud, iv. 7, " quamvis pernix 
est." — 2. docilif " quick, ready." — 5. posuil, sc. cahilos, 
escam, " as food." — 7. ilia, the eagle, ipso loco, " by the 
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very nature of her situation.*' — 10. tanguinis, " of her own 
brood.** 

Fab. XXIX.— 1. captant, " aim at.'*— 5. Q^ctiim, "the 
polite salutation," i.e. of being addressed as brother by 
an ass. 

Fab. XXX. — 7. «to<w, ** condition ; manner of life." — 7. 
quit the bull who is defeated. — 10. procttlcaios ohterety 
** will trample and tread us to death." 

Fab. XXXI. — 4. joffniw?, "of wing," i.e. flight — 5. 
raptor^ " the plunderer," i. e. the kite. — 6. genus inerme, 
" the feeble race" of the birds. — 7. sollicitum, " full of 
trouble and anxiety." — 11. exerc, imp., " to maintain his 
rule." — 13. una: supply fnjat^. 



BOOK II. 

Prologue. — 1. "The manner of writing pursued by 
^sop consists of examples." Such is the common inter- 
pretation of this very doubtful passage. But Gudius and 
Gronovius would take genus as = genus hominum, as in 
Manil. i. 145, "semper erit genus in pugna." The verb 
continetur will then mean, " is restrained, corrected ;" i. e. 
" by the examples set before them in the fables of .^sop." 
— 4. Acuat, "may sharpen, exert itself." — 5. narranti: 
supply mihi, — 6. serv. pr, suum, i. e. conveys the moral 
intended. — 7. Re, " for its own sake." — 8. senis, sc. jEsopi, 
14. Attende, "observe," i.e. learn from the following 
fable. 
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NOTES 



FABLES OF PH^DRUS. 



BOOK I. 

Prologue. — 1. Construe: ** ego polivi vers. sen. (i. e. in 
iambic verses of six feet) banc mat. quam ^s. auctor repe- 
rit" — reperit, 1 his is denied by Quintilian and others, who 
regard Homer, Hesiod, and Archilochus as having written 
fables long before ^sop ; while the fable of the trees and 
the bramble, related by King Jotham (Judg. ix. 8 — 15) 
must claim a far higher antiquity. But little is known of 
the real life, or of the authenticity of the writings attributed 
to, iEsop. The works, however, bearing his name would 
seem to have formed a favourite study to the martyr-philo- 
sopher Socrates. Philostratus observes that, Ala'<i>vq> rdyra 
rh, rS)v h.vdfHj»7roav iKfiefiiOfirat, i. e. that every circumstance 
or feeling of human life furnished ^sop with material for 
his apologues. — 3. dos, " the use, purpose, property of;" lit. 
"dowry." Phaedrus plays upon the words Duplex Jos, as < 
a " double dowry" was thought a great recommendation. 
The word hence came to signify the " beauty," " excel- 
lence," and, as we might here render it, the " recommen- 



d by Google 



2 FABLES OF PHiEDRUS. [1., i.— 

dation" of anything. So Plin. H. N. xxxvil 5, "dos 
sinaragdi ;" Valer. Max. v. 7, " suavitatis dotem." — 
4. prudenti, the dativus commodi. — 5. Calumniari, ** to 
cavil." — 6. As trees are not represented as speaking in the 
collection of fables, as now preserved, this must refer to a 
lost portion of Phaedrus' works. That ^sop had intro- 
duced them is evident from Maxim. Tyr. ^s. xxxiii. — 7. 
Fictis, "feigned, invented." jocari : so iii. Prol. 14, " Calum- 
niamque/c/«* elusit jocis" And hence Martial mentions 
jocos Phadri ; the word being applied to any kind of light 
writing. 

Fab. I. — 1. Cf. Hor. Epod. iii. 1 ; 

" Lupis et agnis quanta sortito obtigit. 
Tecum mihi discordia est." 

3. fauce improba, " ravenous appetite." — 4. jurgiif ** of quar- 
rel." intulit: a term borrowed from the "bringing an 
action" at law ; as inferre litem. Caesar, B.G. i. 39, " alia 
causa illata." — 6. LanigeVf "the lamb." Supply ingrui/. — 8. 
ad meos haustust " to my draughts," i. e. " to the place where 
I am drinking." — 10. hos is elegantly redundant Ter. Eun. 
ii. 3, "His mensibus sex septem prorsum non vidisse." 
Note the tmesis for maledixisti. — 13. correptum: supply 
agnum. — 15. fictis causis, " on false charges." 

Fab. II. — 1. aquis legibus, i.e. under a democracy. — 
2. Procaxy " encroaching." miscuit, " disturbed ; threw 
into confusion." — 4. conspiratiSf for conspirantibus ; as in 
Macrob. Sat. i., " in unum conspirata." — 5. Arcem, " the 
citadel;" here put for the "supreme power." — 7. iUe : 
supply /tti<. — 8. Omn, insuetis, "to those altogether unac- 
customed to bear it." — 14. missum, "thrown." — 16. diutius, 
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"some little time." — 17. una: supply ranarMW. — IS.rege, 
the log thrown down by Jupiter. — 20. omni cont., " with 
every manner of insult.** — 22. Construe: "misere legates 
ad J. rog. a1. regem.*' — 25. singulas, ** all, one after an- 
other;" or, as the French say, ** les unes apr^sles autres." 
— 27. Mercury was messenger of the gods. — 30. perferte, 
" endure as you best can.*' The preposition gives an in- 
tensive force to the verb. — 31. hoc, the dominion of Pisis- 
tratus. 

Fab. III. — 1. Construe : " iBsop. prod, hoc ex. nobis, 
ne lib. [cuidam] gl. al. bon., potiusque libeat illi deg. vit. 
8U0 habitu.'* — 5. sustulitt "picked up.'* exornavit: supply 
•M. — 8. Illi: supply pavones, — 11. notam, "mark of dis- 
grace.** — 12. quidam : supply inquit, — 13. sedibus, " abode," 
i. e. manner of life, condition. — 14. pati, "to be content 
with.** 

Fab. IV. — 2. carnem, " a piece of meat.'* natans. Others 
say that he was crossing a plank : Aphthonius, trap* ainijp 
8<^€t r^v 6x^V^ (ihe brink) TivhstroTOfiov, — 4?. ab alio : supply 
cane. — 5. decepta : supply est, — 6. demisit, " he let go." — 
7. " And, after all, (adeos) he was not even able," &c. 
Tacit. Ann. iii. 34, ** ne conjugum quidem penates, adeo 
{much less) socios non onerent** 

Fab. V. — 1. potente : supply homine. — 2,propositumf " my 
assertion." — 4. saltibus, "lairs;" places frequented by wild 
beasts, and therefore fitted for hunting. — 5, vasti corporis, 
" of a very large size.** For the sense of corpus, cf. Virg. 
Mn, i. 193. — 6. partibus faciis, "when the stag had been 
divided into four shares.*' — 7. primam : supply partem, — 9. 
me sequetur, "shall be my share ; shall fall to my share.*' — 
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10. Malo adficietuft "he will suffer for it."— 11. sola im- 
probitas, ** mere rapacity." 

Fab. VI. — 1. celebret, *' well frequented; celebrated by a 
numerous company." — 2. narrare: supply hanefabulam. — 8. 
solem velle, [to the effect] " that the sun wished," &c See 
Arnold's First Lat Prose, pp. 11, 12. Perhaps, howeyer, it 
is better to read "sol cum vellet" — 5. Cimvicio, "with 
their united complaint"- The force of con. is thus explained 
by Labeo : " Convitium dicitur a concitatione, vel a con- 
Yentu, hoc est collatione vocum" ("the Union of many 
voices"). Tlie same remark applies to concire (i. e. con and 
ciere)t concitare, &c. — 7. unus: supply toL — 8. arida iede, 
" on account of our abode being dried up :" the ablative 
of cause or instrument. — 9. Quidn, /. est, " What will 
it come to?" 

Fab. VII. — 1. personam, "a mask." See Adams* Rom. 
Antiq.> p. 326, art. "Thespis." — 2. quanta species, "O 
how beautiful an appearance 1" — 4. abstulit, " has left 
without" 

Fab. VIII.— 1. mertii, "of a kindness ; good office.**— 2. 
Bis peccat, "is guilty of a twofold error." — 3. deinde, "se- 
condly," i.e. and "because he consequently" cannot es- 
cape with impunity. — 6. iUicere, ** to try to persuade" — 7. 
jurejurando, " by the oath" taken by the wolf. — 9. fecit 
medicinam, "afforded a cure." Plaut CistelL L 1, "Qui 
huic moibo facere medicinam potest" 

Fab. IX. — 1. Construe : " Ostendamus paucis versibus 
stultum esse non cavere sibi, et d. cons, aliis." — 3. op- 
pressum, ** seized upon." — 4. objurgabat, " scoffed at," 
[saying :] "where is" &c. — 8. mortis in solatio, "as some 



d by Google 



— xii/ FABLES OF PHiEDRUS. 5 

consolation for its own death." So Ov. Met ix. 4, " Mag- 
na feris tacitas solatia mortis ad umbras." Some read 
tolatiumf which is a more usual mode of expression ; but 
the other admits of defence. — 9. secui-us, "in [fancied] 
security." 

Fab. X. — 1. semel innotuit, "had once become notorious 
for." — 4. arguebat.,.crimine, " accused of the crime." — 5. 
proximam, ** liable to ; responsible for." So ** affinis culpae" 
in Cicero. — 7. perorassentf '* had fully pleaded ;" or, as we 
should say, " had wound up their statements." — 8. Dixisset 
"to have pronounced." — 9. Tu, "the wolf;" te, "the 
fox." 

5ab. XL— 1. VirtutU, " of valour :" iper^j.— 2. Jgnotot 
= ignaros, " those who do not know him;" as notis = " those 
who know." Sallust uses ignoti in the same manner, est 
derUuL Observe the double dative. Arnold, First Lat. 
Prose, pp. 69, 70. — 5. insueta voce, " his strange braying." 
— 6. auritulus, "he of the long ears:" a poetical phrase 
for the ass, as laniger, for the lamb ; barbatus, for the goat, 
&c. — 9. exitut notos, " their usual ways of escape." — 12. 
vocem premere, "to cease his braying." — 13. opera, "the 
use ; the results." — 15. Jnimum, " spirit," L e. cowardice. 

Fab. XII. — 1. Construe : " Haec narr. exer. ea, quae 
cont. s«pe inv. util. laudatis." — 2. exerit, " sets forth." — 
5. ramosa, "branching:" Virg. -ffin. L 189, "Capita alta 
ferentes Comibus arboreis." — 7. vocibus, " by the cry of the 
hunters;" cf. Ov. Met. ii. 241.-— 9. elusit, "slipped away 
from." — 10. retentis, sc. arboribus. — 12. vocem, "speech." 
— 15. q, lucL hab., " with how much pain have they been 
fraught r 
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Fab. xiii. — 1. verbis subdolU, "with craftily devised 
compliments." — 3. caseum, "a piece of cheese;" as car^ 
newt in i. 4. 2. — 6. qui est, "how great is." — 8. vocem, 
" a voice fit for singing." prior, " superior." — 9. ostendere, 
"to display." — 10. Emisitf "let go;" as demisit, in L 4. 
6. — 12. cotvi stupor = corvus stupidus. So & firirphs ifxas 
<r4&as, mifivovos fila, and other periphrases. — 13. re, 
" fact," i. e. narrative. — 14. Virtute, " strength." 

Fab. XIV. — 2. ignoto, "where he was unknown:" see 
on Fah. xi. 2.-3. antidotum, " a specific against poison." 
— 4. Verhosis strophis (arpoipais), "by wordy, juggling 
speeches," such as the mountebanks entertain their au- 
diences with, while retailing quack medicines. Cf. Lidd. 
and Scott, s. v. arpo<lyfi, no. 2. — 5. jaceret = "kept his 
bed :" Cic. Ep. ix. 20, " ego, te jacente, bona tua come- 
dam." — 6. ejus exp., "of making trial of his skill." — 7. 
Construe : " Dein aqua fus. sim. se misc. tox. antid. illius, 
juss. ip. bib. hoc. pos. praemio." — 10. Timore mortis. The 
would-be physician feared that the king had really mingled 
poison with his antidote. — 11, 12. Construe: " se fact, 
esse nied. n. ul. pr. artis, verum [se factum esse] nob. 
St. vulgi." — 13. hac edidit, "uttered this opinion." — 
15. capita, "your lives." — 17. pertinere, "to be ad- 
dressed to." 

Fab. XV. — 1. In pr, comm., "in changing the govern- 
ment." — 7. ille: supply inquit, — 9. Ergo: supply asinus 
respondit. 

Fab. XVI. — 1. sponsu improbo, " on bad security." — 2. 
rem expedire, " to accomplish his purpose." — 4. Lup, 
spans,, " with a wolf as his voucher." — 7. dies, " the day of 
payment.** 
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Fab. XVII. — 2. Construe : ** cum canis cal. pet. ab ove 
panem, quern cont. cornu. [ovil** — 3. commodaasey "lent." 
— 4. decern: supply paws. — 10. in fovea, "in a trap.'* 

Fab. XIX. — 1. Habent insideas, "are fraught with 
snares.'* — 4. tugurio, "hut, kennel.'*— 5. reposcentt; the 
dog who was the original occupant. — 8. hoc : supply tempore, 
— 9. turbee, "my litter of young ones." — cedam, "I will 
give up." 

Fab. XX. — 4. extractum, " when drawn out." — 5. Con- 
strue: "sed rupti per. prius quara cont [corium], quod 
petierunt" 

Fab. XXI. — 1. pristinam, " original."^4. spiritum ex- 
tremum trahens ; }\fvxoppctycoy, " drawing his last breath ; 
expiring.'* — 5. fulmineis dentibus, " with lightning-like," 
i.e. fierce, "tusks." — 6. ictUf " with a blow from his tusks." 
— 7. confodit, " gored." — 10. ille, the lion, fortes : 
^supply feras. — 12. Quod cogor, " in that I am. forced 
'to bear." 

Fab. XXII. — 3. tibi : the dativus commodi. — 4. Fa- 
ceres : supply hoc, — 5. reliquiis, the fragments of wheat, 
bread, &c. — 7. rosuri: supply mures, "at which the mice 
would nibble." ipsos, the mice themselves. — 8. impu- 
tare, "to place to my account" — 12. meritum inane, "an 
empty show of advantage." 

Fab. XXIIIi — 1. Uberalis: supply homo. — 2. irritos, 
"vain, useless." — 3. panem misisset, "had thrown." — 4. 
Objecto. So Senec. de Const 14, " tanquam canem acrem 
objecto cibo leniet" — 6. pro re, "in defence of the pro- 
perty." — 8. mea culpa, " through my neglect." 
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Fad. XXIV.— 1. Imps, " poor," and potenSf " wealthy," 
are here meant to be opposed. — 9. validiiis, "yet more 
strongly." — 10. jacuitf "she lay dead." 

Fab. XXV. — 3, 4. Construe : ** trad, est canes bib. in fl. 
N. curr. ne rap. a crocodilis." The orthography is required 
by the metre.— 6. Quamlibet [aquam] L otio, " lap as much 
water as you please at your leisure." 

Fab. XXVI. — 2. Multandum essct sc. etem, — 4. illU "be- 
fore her." — 5. sorbitionentt "broth, soup." — 7. revocassetf 
" had invited in turn." intritOf " minced." — 8. lagenam, 
a sort of pitcher with a long, narrow neck, out of which 
the fox could get nothing, but which would be well 
suited to the long neck of the crane. — 11. Peregrinam. 
This term is applied to the crane, as being a bird of 
passage. 

Fab. XXVII. — I, conveniens, "applicable to." — 4. Manes 
deos, "Manes is the general name by which the Romans 
designated the souls of the departed ; but as it is a natural * 
tendency to consider the souls of departed friends as blessed 
spirits, the Manes were regarded us gods, and were wor- 
shipped with divine honours. Hence on Roman sepulchres 
we find D. M. S., i.e. DtsManibus Sacrum,'* Smith's Diet, 
of Mythol., &c., p. 411. — 8. Construe : "super quern vult 
stans fert. loc. [esse]." — 9. merito jaces, " deservedly art 
thou dead;" cf.i. 24. 10. 

Fab. XXVIII.— 1. "Men, although in a high station, 
ought to fear those more humble;" or, "men, however 
high in station." Plant. Pseud, iv. 7, " quamvis pernix 
est." — 2. docili, "quick, ready." — 5. posuit, sc. catulos, 
escam, " as food." — 7. ilia, the eagle, ipso loco, " by the 
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very nature of her situation." — 10. sanguinis^ " of her own 
brood." 

Fab. XXIX.— 1. captant, " aim at.*'— 5. Q^ct«m, "the 
polite salutation," i.e. of being addressed as brother by 
an ass. 

Fab. XXX. — 7. statio, " condition ; manner of life.'* — 7. 
qui, the bull who is defeated. — 10. proculcaios obteret, 
" will trample and tread us to death.** 

Fab. XXXI. — 4. penna, "of wing,*' i.e. flight — 5. 
raptor, "the plunderer," i.e. the kite. — 6. genus inerme, 
" the feeble race" of the birds. — 7. soUicitum, " full of 
trouble and anxiety.** — 11. exerc. imp., " to maintain his 
rule." — 13. una: supply ingwi^. 



BOOK II. 

Prologue. — 1. "The manner of writing pursued by 
^sop consists of examples.'* Such is the common inter- 
pretation of this very doubtful passage. But Gudius and 
Gronovius would take genus as = genus hominum, as in 
Manil. i. 145, "semper erit genus in pugna.*' The verb 
continetur will then mean, " is restrained, corrected ;" i. e. 
"by the examples set before ihem in the fables of .^sop.'* 
— 4. Acuat, "may sharpen, exert itself.** — 5. narranti: 
supply mihi. — 6. serv. pr, suum, i. e. conveys the moral 
intended. — 7> Re, " for its own sake.** — 8. senis, sc. ^sopi, 
14. Attende, "observe,** i.e. learn from the following 
fable. 
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Fab. I. — 1. dejectum, "prostrated;" a word used pro- 
perly of animals killed in chase. — 2. Pradaior, " a hunter ;" 
as in Ov. Met. xii. 306, " Abas praedator aprorum." — 8. 
per te, ** of your own accord." — 6. Fero, the lion. Phae- 
drus constantly uses this form instead of fera : see i. 12. 9. 
— 8. Construe: "Etaud. tolle [partem], quae pars deb. tuae 
modestiae." — 9. tergore, here put for " the carcass ;" the 
best part of the meat being understood by this name. ^n. 
i. 211, "Tergora deripiunt costis." — 10. accessuntf "a safe 
approach^ of which he might avail himself without fear." 
In the next line Phaedrus probably glances at the vices of 
his own times. 

Fab. II. — 1. utcunque =s quocunque modo, sive is ele- 
gantly omitted before the following verbs. — 5. Animos, 
** his affections." — 7. legere, " to pluck out" — 8. fingi, 
" that he was being adorned ; improved in appearance." 

Fab. III. — 1. vehementis, "enraged, savage." — 4. ^«o- 
pus: supply at7. 

Fab. IV. — 1. in subl. quercu, " on the top of an oak."^ 
2. media, sc. quercu, — 3. imam, i. e. quercum, — 8. quod, 
i. e. "/or the reason why you see that that treacherous pig 
is daily turning up the earth, is this: he wishes," &c. 
Aper is of the epicene gender, though here feminine 
in sense. Mulus, corvus, vitulus, mus, and other names 
of animals, are likewise of both genders. — 11. Terr, of- 
fuso, "terror having been infused into the eagle." — 12. 
Derepit, [the fox] " steals down." — 16. Hunc locum, the 
abode of the sow. — 18. suspense pede, " on tiptoe ; softly." 
— 20. prospicit, "keeps a look-out." — 21. Ruinam, the 
fall of the oak. desidet, "sit still.'* — 23. Quid multa: 
supply dicam, "Why should I say more?" cum suis. 
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"with their young." — 25. bilinguis; HyXwffaot, "deceit- 
ful." So " bifulci lingua," Plaut. Paenul. v. 2.-26. Docu- 
tnentunif as an example. 

Fab. V. — 1. ardelionum natio, " a race of busy-bodies."^ 
2. Trepide, "in a hurry." occupata in otio, ** very busy doing 
nothing;" an oxymoron. — 3. Gratis^ " to no purpose:" so 
we sometimes use "gra/uitous." — 5. Observe the force of 
tamen = if such a thing be possible. — 6. Verafabella, "by 
a true narrative." — 8. Tiberius possessed a villa on Mount 
Misenus, which had formerly belonged to Caius Marius, 
and afterwards to Lucullus. — 10. Prospecto, "to view a 
•distant object?" prospicio, "to have a near view." — 11. alte 
cinctus ; i.yf<rTa\fJL4vos, " girt round on high," so as to be fit 
for work without interruption; and hence, "busy, active." 
— 12. Pelusium, a town of the Delta, was famous for the 
fineness of its linen stuffs. This was the customary dress of 
servants in waiting. — 13. cirris, " fringes." — 14. domino^ Ti- 
berius, viridia, put ior viridaria, Vitruv. vi. 6, " rite viridia 
de lectis per spatia fenestrarum prospiciantur." — 16. jactu 
tarn, "shewing off, displaying.** — 17. notisflexibuSf " through 
the windings of the walks with which he was acquainted." 
— 19. rem.f "his design.** — 21. Ille, the servant, assilit, 
"runs to him quickly." — 24. nequidq, perit, "is utterly 
lost** — 25. " A slap on the face costs much more in my 
estimation," i.e. "you must do much more than this to 
deserve your freedom :" a gentle slap {alapa) being the 
sign of manumission; something like the blow of the 
sword in conferring knighthood. 

Fab. VI. — 2. accessit, "is added to." — 4. sublime : sup- 
ply aera, — 5. cornea domo, " in her abode of shell." — 7. 
propter volans, "flying past.*' Understand ait, — 12. Aitis 
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dation" of anything. So Plin. H. N. xxxvH. 5, "dos 
stnaragdi ;" Valer. Max. v. 7, " suavitatis dotera." — 
4. prudenti, the dativus commodL — 5. Calutnniari, " to 
cavil." — 6. As trees are not represented as speaking in the 
collection of fables, as now preserved, this must refer to a 
lost portion of Phaednis* works. That ^sop had intro- 
duced them is evident from Maxim. Tyr. ^s. xxxiii. — 7. 
Ftc^w,*' feigned, invented." jocari: soiii.Prol. 14, "Calum- 
niamque)fc/w elusit jocis" And hence Martial mentions 
jocos Phadri ; the word being applied to any kind of light 
writing. 

Fab. I.— 1. Cf. Hor. Epod. iii. 1 : 

** Lupis et agnis quanta sortito obtigit. 
Tecum mihi discordia est." 

S.fauce improba, " ravenous appetite." — 4i,jurgii, " of quar- 
rel." intuHt: a term borrowed from the "bringing an 
action" at law ; as inferre litem. Caesar, B.G. i. 39, " alia 
causa illata." — 6. Laniger, " the lamb." Supply inquit, — 8. 
ad meos haustus, *' to my draughts," i. e. ** to the place where 
I am drinking." — 10. hosi& elegantly redundant Ter. Eun. 
ii. 3, "His mensibus sex septem prorsum non vidisse." 
Note the tmesis for inaledixisti.-^lB. correptum : supply 
agnum, — 15. fictis catisis, " on false charges." 

Fab. II. — 1. aquis legibus, i.e. under a democracy. — 
2. Procax, " encroaching." miscuit, ** disturbed ; threw 
into confusion." — 4. conspiratis^ for conspirantibus ; as in 
Macrob. Sat. i., "in unum conspirata." — 5, Arcemt "the 
citadel;" here put for the "supreme power." — 7. ille: 
supply /ai7. — 8. Omn. insuetis, "to those altogether unac- 
customed to bear it." — 14. missum, "thrown." — 16. diutius^ 
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** some little time." — 17. una: supply ranortim. — IS. rege, 
the log thrown down by Jupiter. — 20. omni cont, " with 
every manner of insult." — 22. Construe: "misere legatos 
ad J. rog. al. regem." — 25. singulas, ** all, one after an- 
other;" or, as the French say, ** les unes apr^sles autres." 
— 27. Mercury was messenger of the gods. — 30. perferte, 
** endure as you best can." The preposition gives an in- 
tensive force to the verb. — 31. hoc, the dominion of Pisis- 
tratus. 

Fab. III. — 1. Construe : " -^sop. prod, hoc ex. nobis, 
ne lib. [cuidam] gl. al. bon., potiusque libeat illi deg. vit, 
suo habitu." — 5. sustulit, "picked up." exornavit: supply 
iis. — 8. Illi: supply pavones. — 11. notam^ "mark of is- 
grace." — 12. quidam : supply inquit, — 13. sedihus, " abode," 
i. e. manner of life, condition. — 14. pati, " to be content 
with." 

Fab. IV. — 2. carnem, " a piece of meat.** natans. Others 
say that he was crossing a plank : Aplithonius, irap* ain^p 
8i^€t tV ^X^""!^ ('^'^ brink) TivhsiroTaixov, — 4. ab alio : supply 
cane. — 5. decepta: supply est, — 6. demisit, "he let go." — 
7. " And, after all, (adeo,) he was not even able," &c. 
Tacit. Ann. iii. 34, " ne conjugum quidem penates, adeo 
(much less) socios non onerent." 

Fab. V. — 1. potente : supply homine, — 2.propositum, " my 
assertion." — 4. saltibus, " lairs ;" places frequented by wild 
beasts, and therefore fitted for hunting. — 5. vasti corporis, 
" of a very large size." For the sense of corpus, cf. Virg. 
iEn. i. 193. — 6. partibus factis, "when the stag bad been 
divided into four shares." — 7. primam : supply partem. — 9. 
me sequetur, "shall be my share ; shall fall to my share." — 



d by Google 



h FABLES OF PHiEDRUS. [I., vi— 

10. Malo adficietur, "he will suffer for it." — 11. 50^1 «to- 
probitas, ** mere rapacity." 

Fab, VI. — 1. celebres, " well frequented; celebrated by a 
numerous company." — 2. narrare: supply hancfabulam. — 3. 
solem velle, [to the effect] " that the sun wished," &c. See 
Arnold's First Lat Prose, pp. ll, 12. Perhaps, howeyer, it 
is better to read "sol cum vellet" — 5. Convicio, "with 
their united complaint"- The force of con. is thus explained 
by Labeo : " Convitium dicitur a concitatione, vel a con- 
venttt, hoc est collatione vocum" (**the linion of many 
voices'*). The same remark applies to concire (i. e. con and 
ciere), concitare, &c. — 7. untu: supply sol. — 8. arida sede, 
" on account of our abode being dried up :" the ablative 
of cause or instrument. — 9. Quidn, f, est, " What will 
it come to ?" 

Fab. VII. — 1. personanif **a mask." See Adams' Rom. 
Antiq.> p. 326, art. " Thespis."— 2. quanta species, "O 
how beautiful an appearance !" — 4. abstulit, " has left 
without" 

Fab. VIII. — 1. meriti, " of a kindness ; good office." — 2. 
Bis peccat, "is guilty of a twofold error." — 3. deinde, "se- 
condly," i.e. and "because he consequently" cannot es- 
cape with impunity. — 6. illicere, " to try to persuade.'* — 7. 
jurejurando, " by the oath" taken by the wolf. — 9. fecit 
medicinam, "afforded a cure." Plaut Cistell. i. 1, "Qui 
huic moibo facere medicinam potest" 

Fab. IX. — 1. Construe : " Ostendamus paucis versibus 
stultum esse non cavere sibi, et d. cons, aliis." — 3. op- 
pressum, "seized upon." — 4. objurgabat, "scoffed at," 
[saying :] "where is" &c. — 8. mortis in solatio, "as some 
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consolfttion for its own death." So Ov. Met ix. 4, " Mag- 
na feris tacitas solatia mortis ad umbras." Some read 
tolatium, which is a more usual mode of expression ; but 
the other admits of defence. — 9. securus, "in [fancied] 
security." 

Fab. X. — 1. semel innotuit, ** had once become notorious 
for." — 4. arguebat..,criminef "accused of the crime." — 5. 
proximam, ** liable to ; responsible for." So '* affinis culpae" 
in Cicero. — 7. perorassent, " had fully pleaded ;" or, as we 
should say, ** had wound up their statements.** — 8. DixUset 
"to have pronounced." — 9. Tu, "the wolf;" te, "the 
fox." 

?AB. XL— 1. VirtutU, " of valour :** Aper^j.— 2. Ignotos 
=: ignaros, " those who do not know him;" as notis = " those 
who know." Sallust uses ignoti in the same manner, est 
derimL Observe the double dative. Arnold, First Lat. 
Prose, pp. ^9, 70. — 5. insueta voce, " his strange braying." 
— 6. auritulus, "he of the long ears:" a poetical pbrase 
for the ass, as laniger, for the lamb ; barbatus, for the goat, 
&c. — 9. exitus notos, " their usual ways of escape." — 12. 
vocem premere, **to cease his braying." — 13. opera, " the 
use ; the results." — 15. Animum, " spirit," L e. cowardice. 

Fab. XII. — 1. Construe : " H»c narr. exer. ea, quae 
cont. saepe inv. util. laudatis." — 2. exerit, " sets forth." — 
5. ramosa, "branching:" Virg. ^n. L 189, "Capita alta 
ferentes Comibus arboreis," — 7. vocibus, "by the cry of the 
hunters;" cf. Ov. Met. ii. 241. — 9. elusit, "slipped away 
from." — 10. reientis, sc. arboribus. — 12. vocem, "speech." 
— 15. q, luct, hab., " with how much pain have they been 
fraught r 
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Fab. xiii. — 1. verbis subdolis, "with craftily devised 
compliments." — 3. caseum, "a piece of cheese;" as car- 
nem, in i. 4. 2. — 6. qui est, "how great is." — 8. vocem, 
" a voice fit for singing.** prior, " superior.*' — 9. os tenders, 
**to display." — 10. Emisit, "let go;" as demisit, in i. 4, 
6. — 12. corvi stupor = corvus stupidus. So S firirphs i/xas 
(Ttfias, M4fivovos fila, and other periphrases. — 13. re, 
"fact," i.e. narrative. — 14. Virtute, "strength." 

Fab. XIV. — 2. ignoto, "where he was unknown:" see 
on Fah. xi. 2.'— 3. antidotum, " a specific against poison.** 
— 4. Verbosis strophis (^trrpoipais), "by wordy, juggling 
speeches," such as the mountebanks entertain their au- 
diences with, while retailing quack medicines. Cf. Lidd. 
and Scott, s. v. crrpo^, no. 2. — 5. jaceret = "kept his 
bed :*• Cic. Ep. ix. 20, " ego, te jacente, bona tua come- 
dam." — 6. ejus exp., "of making trial of his skill." — 7. 
Construe: " Dein aqua fus. sim. se misc. tox. antid. illius, 
juss. ip. bib. hoc. pos. praemio.** — 10. Timore mortis. The 
would-be physician feared that the king had really mingled 
poison with his antidote. — 11, 12. Construe: " se fact, 
esse nied. n. ul. pr. artis, verum [se factum esse] nob. 
St. vulgi.'* — 13. hac edidit, "uttered this opinion.'* — 
15. capita, "your lives.*' — 17. pertinere, "to be ad- 
dressed to." 

Fab. XV. — 1. In pr, comm., "in changing the govern- 
ment." — 7. ille: supply inquit, — 9. Ergo: supply asinus 
respondit. 

Fab. XVI. — 1. sponsu improbo, " on bad security." — 2. 
rem expedire, " to accomplish his purpose." — 4. Lup. 
spons,, "with a wolf as his voucher." — 7. dies, " the day of 
payment." 
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Fab. XVII. — 2. Construe : " cum canis cal. pet. ab ove 
panem, quern cont. cornu. [oui]." — 3. commodassef "lent.** 
— 4. decern: supply pane*. — 10. in fovea, "in a trap." 

Fab. XIX. — 1. Habent insideas, "are fraught with 
snares." — 4. tugurioy "hut, kennel.'*— 5. reposcentt: the 
dog who was the original occupant. — 8. hoc : supply tempore. 
— 9. turbee, " my litter of young ones." — cedam, " I will 
give up." 

Fab. XX. — 4. extractum, " when drawn out." — 5. Con- 
strue: "sed rupti per. prius quara cont [corium], quod 
petierunt*' 

Fab. XXI. — 1. pristinam, " original."^4. spiritum ex- 
tremum trahens j ^vxoppaywv, " dravring his last breath; 
expiring.** — 5. fulmineis dentibus, " with lightning-like,** 
i. e. fierce, " tusks.*' — 6. ictu, " with a blow from his tusks.** 
— 7. confodit, ** gored.** — 10. ille, the lion, fortes : 
^supply feras. — 12. Quod cogor, " in that I am forced 
*to bear." 

Fab. XXII. — 3. tibi : the dativus commodi. — 4. Fo' 
ceres : supply hoc, — 5. reliquiiSf the fragments of wheat, 
bread, &c. — 7. rosuri : supply mures, ** at which the mice 
would nibble." ipsos, the mice themselves. — 8. impu- 
tare, "to place to my account" — 12. meritum inane, **an 
empty show of advantage." 

Fab. XXIIIi — 1. liberalis: supply homo. — 2. irritos, 
"vain, useless.** — 3. panem misisset, "had thrown." — 4. 
Objecto. So Senec. de Const 14, " tanquam canem acrem 
objecto cibo leniet** — 6. pro re, *'in defence of the pro- 
perty.** — 8. mea culpa, " through my neglect.'* 
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Fad. XXIV.— 1. Imps, " poor," and potenst " wealthy," 
are here meant to be opposed. — 9. validius, "yet more 
strongly." — 10. jacuitf "she lay dead." 

Fab. XXV. — 3, 4. Construe : " trad, est canes bib. in fl. 
N. curr. ne rap. a crocodilis." The orthography is required 
by the metre.— 6. Quamlibet [aquam'] I. otto, " lap as much 
water as you please at your leisure." 

Fab. XXVI. — 2. Multandum esse, sc. etan, — 4. ilU, " be- 
fore her." — 5. sorbitionem, "broth, soup." — 7. revoeasset, 
" had invited in turn." intrito, " minced." — 8. lagenam, 
a sort of pitcher with a long, narrow neck, out of which 
the fox could get nothing, but which would be well 
suited to the long neck of the crane. — 11. Peregrinam, 
This term is applied to the crane, as being a bird of 
passage. 

Fab. XXVII. — 1. conveniens, "applicable to." — 4. Manes 
deos, "Manes is the general name by which the Romans 
designated the souls of the departed ; but as it is a natural * 
tendency to consider the souls of departed friends as blessed 
spirits, the Manes were regarded tM gods, aiid were wor- 
shipped with divine honours. Hence on Roman sepulchres 
we find D. M. S., i.e. DtsManibus Sacrum" Smith's Diet, 
of Mythol., &c., p. 411. — 8. Construe : "super quern vult. 
stans fert. loc. [esse]." — 9. merito jaces, " deservedly art 
thou dead;" cf.i. 24. 10. 

Fab. XXVIII.— 1. "Men, although in a high station, 
ought to fear those more humble;" or, "men, however 
high in station." Plant. Pseud, iv. 7, " quamvis pernix 
est." — 2. docili, "quick, ready." — 5. posuit, sc. catulos, 
escam, "as food." — 7. ilia, the eagle, ipso loco, "by the 
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very nature of her situation." — 10. sanguinis, " of her own 
hrood.'* 

Fab. XXIX.— 1. capiant, " aim at."— 5. 0#ct«m, "the 
polite salutation," i.e. of being addressed as brother by 
an ass. 

Fab. XXX. — 7. statio, "condition; manner of life." — 7. 
qui, the bull who is defeated. — 10. proculcatos obterety 
** will trample and tread us to death.*' 

Fab. XXXI. — 4. penna, "of wing," i.e. flight. — 5. 
raptor, " the plunderer," i. e. the kite. — 6. genus inerme, 
"the feeble race" of the birds. — 7. sollicitum, "full of 
trouble and anxiety." — 11. exerc. imp., ** to maintain his 
rule." — 13. una: supply injuiV. 



BOOK II. 

Prologue. — 1. "The manner of writing pursued by 
^sop consists of examples." Such is the common inter- 
pretation of this very doubtful passage. But Gudius and 
Gronovius would take genus as = genus hominum, as in 
Manil. i. 145, " semper erit genus in pugna." The verb 
continetur will then mean, " is restrained, corrected ;" i. e. 
"by the examples set before ihem in the fables of .^sop." 
— 4. Acuat, "may sharpen, exert itself." — 5. narranti: 
supply mihi. — 6. serv. pr. suum, i. e. conveys the moral 
intended. — 7. Re, " for its own sake." — 8. senis, sc. ^sopi. 
14. Attende, "observe," i.e. learn from the following 
fable. 
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Fab. I. — 1. dejectunit " prostrated ;" a word used pro- 
perly of animals killed in chase. — 2. Pradator, ** a hunter ;** 
as in Ov. Met. xii. 306, " Abas praedator aprorum.'* — 3. 
per te, **of your own accord." — 6. Fero, the lion. Phae- 
drus constantly uses this form instead of fera : see i. 12. 9. 
— 8. Construe: "Etaud. toUe [partem], quae pars deb. tuae 
modestiae." — 9. tergorct here put for " the carcass ;" the 
best part of the meat being understood by this name. ^n. 
i. 211, "Tergora deripiunt costis." — 10. accessunif "a safe 
approach^ of which he might avail himself without fear.** 
In the next line Phaedrus probably glances at the vices of 
his own times. 

Fab. II. — 1. utcunque =s quocunque modo, sive is ele- 
gantly omitted before the following verbs. — 5. Animos, 
**his affections." — 7. legere, **to pluck out'* — S. fingi, 
" that he was being adorned ; improved in appearance.'* 

Fab. III. — 1. vehementU, "enraged, savage." — 4. JS*o- 
pus: supply at7. 

Fab. IV. — 1. in suhl. quercUf " on the top of an oak." — 
2. media, sc. quercu, — 3. imam, i. e. quercum, — 8. quod^ 
I. e. **for the reason why you see that that treacherous pig 
is daily turning up the earth, is this: he wishes,'* &c. 
Aper is of the epicene gender, though here feminine 
in sense. Mulus, corvus, vitulus, mus, and other names 
of animals, are likewise of both genders. — 11. Terr, of- 
fuso, "terror having been infused into the eagle." — 12. 
Derepit, [the fox] " steals down." — 16. Hunc locum, the 
abode of the sow. — 18. suspenso pede, " on tiptoe ; softly." 
— 20. prospicit, "keeps a look-out." — 21. Ruinam, the 
fall of the oak. desidet, " sit still.'* •— 23. Quid multa : 
supply dicam, "Why should I say more?" cum suis, 
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"with their young." — 25. bilinguis ; ilyXaxraoSf "deceit- 
ful." So " bifulci lingua," Plaut. Paenul. v. 2.-26. Docu- 
mentumf as an example. 

Fab. V. — 1. ardelionum natiot ** a race of busy-bodies."^ 
2. Trepide, ** in a hurry." occupata in otio, " very busy doing 
nothing;" an oxymoron. — 3. Gratis, " to no purpose:" so 
we sometimes use "gratuitous,** — 5. Observe the force of 
tamen = if such a thing be possible. — 6. Verafabella, "by 
a true narrative." — 8. Tiberius possessed a villa on Mount 
Misenus, which had formerly belonged to Caius Marius, 
and afterwards to Lucullus. — 10. Prospecto, "to view a 
■distant object;" prospicio, "to have a near view." — 11. alte 
cinctus i hv^ffraXixipos, " girt round on high/' so as to be fit 
for work without interruption ; and hence, " busy, active." 
— 12. Pelusium, a town of the Delta, was famous for the 
fineness of its linen stuffs. This was the customary dress of 
servants in waiting. — 13. cirris, " fringes." — 14. domino^ Ti- 
berius, viridia, put {or viridaria. Vitruv. vi. 6, " rite viridia 
de lectis per spatia fenestrarum prospiciantur." — 16. jacti' 
tans, " shewing off, displaying.** — 1 7. notisflexibus, " through 
the windings of the walks with which he was acquainted." 
— 19. rem,, "his design.** — 21. Ille, the servant, assilit, 
"runs to him quickly." — 24. nequidq. perit, "is utterly 
lost** — 25. " A slap on the face costs much more in my 
estimation," i. e. " you must do much more than this to 
deserve your freedom :" a gentle slap (alapa) being the 
sign of manumission; something like the blow of the 
sword in conferring knighthood. 

Fab. VI. — 2. accessit, "is added to." — 4. sublime : sup- 
ply aera, — 5. cornea domo, " in her abode of shell." — 7. 
propter volans, "flying past." Understand ait. — 12. Aitis 
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ab astriSf "from the sky aloft." corticenif "bark;*' here 
put for "shell." Plin. ix. 12;, "Aquatilium alia corio et 
pilo integuntur, ut vituli, alia cortice, ut testudines." — 13. 
comminuta, " broken to pieces." — 15. large d. dapem, " gave 
a handsome share of the feast" 

Fab. VII. — 1. ibant, "were journeying." — 5. jactans, 
"haughtily shaking." — 7. ex insidiis, "from an ambush." 
— 1 0. SpotiatuSf the mule who bad been plundered of the 
money. — 11. contemptunif sc. fuisse. — 13. Hoc argumento, 
" by this shewing." tenuitas, " humble condition." 

Fab. VIII. — 1. excitatus, "startled from." — 2. ven. 
necem, i. e. death at the hands of the hunters. Liv. i. 
13, "quarum ex injuria," "from the injury ofBsred to 
whom." — 4. opportuno, who chanced to be in the way. 
8. parcite, sc. mihi. — 10. "The turn of the night succeeds 
the course of the day." — 1 1. Frondemt the food used for 
fattening bulls. ideOf " and yet" he does not perceive the 
stag. — 17. Salvum^ sc. esse. — 18. tWe, the master. — 20. 
Hac inter f "while he was speaking thus." — 21. cor- 
ruptoSf "lean, ill- fed." — 22. Cur, sc. inquit, — 24. Q. est 
lab,, " What very severe trouble can it be ?" — 27. Pradam, 
" as a booty." — 28. " That the master himself is most 
sharp-sighted in regard to his own affairs." 

Epilogue. — 1. Some read, JEsopi ingenio. So in praef. 
to bk. iii., " ^ternam famam condere ingenio suo," i. e. in 
honour of his genius. — 2. aterna. The force of this epi- 
thet will be well perceived from a passage of Amm. Marc. 
xxiv. 6, " aetemitati se commendari per statuas existiman- 
tes." — 5. occuparat alter, " since [^sop] has been before- 
hand with me." — 6. solus, the only writer of fables. — 
9. Piures, sc. scriptores. — 10. obtrectare, " to find fault 
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with.'*-r>ll. ** It shall not take from me the consciousness 
of [having deserved] praise." — 13. sentit, "appreciates." 
— 16. ''Sin. natura, a disposition partial to finding fault. 
— 17. "And who cannot do anything hut find fault with 
their betters." 



BOOK III. 

Prologue. — 2. "You must needs keep free from public 
business." — 4. tanii, "not worth the while." So Ovid, 
Heroid. i. 4, " vix Priamus tantit totaque Troja, fuit." — 7. 
occupatiSf "already employed." — 9. soluto pectore, "with 
a mind freed" [from care]. — 12. vaces, "spend your 
leisure with." — li!. fort, pr, vicem, "that you may more 
vigorously acquit yourself of your wonted duty." — 16. i. e. 
"if you wish to study poetry." — 17. Mount Pierus, in 
Thessaly, was sacred to the Muses. — 19. artium, i.e. of 
the Muses who preside over the arts. cJwrutn, "assem- 
blage." — 21. hahendif "of being a rich man." So ol ix^^' 
T€s, "the rich." eraserim, "wipe out:" a metaphor from 
writing. Hor. Od. iii. 24, "Eradenda cupidinis pravi 
sunt elementa." — 23. coetutn, sc. musarum. — 25. vigiliUf 
** care, anxiety."— 27. An allusion to Mn. i. 77, " Cuncta 
equidem tibi, Rex, fuerit quodcunque, fatebor." — 31. sin 
autem minus, i.e. " but if you will not read my book." — 34. 
Servitus = servus, i. e. £sop, said to have been the slave 
of Xanthus. — 36. Aff. proprios, " his personal feelings." — 
87. Calumniam, " the blame." — 39. cogitavi, " have de- 
vised." — 41. "Another different from Sejanus." Phaedrus 
is supposed to have given offence to this unfortunate 
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courtier by some of his verses. For the syntax, cf. Ovid» 
Amor. i. 4. 1. — 45. Susp, stta, "by his own fancy;" sup- 
posing himself to be tlie ojbject of what is merely spoken 
with a reference to people in general. — 55. deseratn, "yield 
up to." — 56, PhaBdrus was a native of Thrace, as 
had been Linus and Orpheus. — 61. solUnnis = solita, 
*' wonted." 

Fab. I. — 1. epotatn, "drank out, emptied." — 2, face, 
" dregs." Mount Falemus, in Campania, was remarkably 
famous for its wine. — 5. O. s, anima, "O darling spirit!** 
6. The meaning is : " Let those who read this work in my 
old age, judge what I might have produced at an earlier 
period." 

Fab. it.— 8. Quasi invent.^ " expecting to find." — 16. 
Damnum, " the loss" of their cattle. 

Fab. III. — 1. Compare the proverb, p.ivris 8*&f>icr- 
TOJ '6(rri$ (iKd^ft KaX&s. — 9. naris emuncta, " of refined 
intellect." — 10. verba dare, " to deceive.** Plaut. Epid. iii. 
4, " Sic mihi data esse verba praesenti palam.** 

Fab. IV. — 1. ad lanium, " at a butcher's shop." — 3. quid- 
nam saperet, "how it tasted." — 4. prastatur, "is warranted 
to be." — 7. turpi, " ugly.'* 

Fab. V. — 1. devocat, "lures away.*' — 2. impegerat, "had 
thrown, so as to hit." — 3. inquit : supply JEsopus, 

Fab. VI. — 3. dolone, " sting ;" properly, the blade of a 
sword-stick, compungam, "prick, sting." — 5. sella prima 
"the seat in front." — 9. ubi strigandum, "where I must go 
/slowly to rest." — 11. virtute, " the power" [of carrying his 
threats into execution]. 
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Fab. VTI. — 2. perpasto, " well fed." — 4. Unde sic nilei, 
i. e. ait lupus, — 5. fee, U corporis^ ** have made so much 
flesh.'* — 7. CaniSf i.e. respondit. — 9. Construe: **et tuearis 
a fur. dom. noctu." — 11. Ego vero, i.e. inquit lupus. — 14. 
otiosunif " at my ease." — 16. detritunit "galled, worn with." 
— 17. Die tamen, " Well ! but say." — 18. Supply canis 
respondet. — 25. quo ahire, " to go anywhere you wish." — 
26. Supply lupus ait. — 27. ut, ** in such a manner that." 

Fab. VIII. — 2. turpissimam, "very ugly." — 4. cathedra, 
** a sedan," or *' litter." — 8. quid enim, ** for how could she" 
[do otherwise] ? — 9. invidia, " spitefulness." — 13. cari- 
tatem,'* SiSectioTi, tenderness." — 15. Tu, the boy. — 16. Jm, 
the girl. 

Fab. IX. — 4. cede, "I will give way to; I will not com- 
plain of." ciniSf i.e. "after my death." — 5. sic, i. e. ait. 

Fab. X. — 3. noverca : Phaedra, the wife of Theseus. 
See Class. Diet. — 6. stuUa sententia, " an injudicious, ill- 
founded opinion." — 7. elevetn, " carry away with me." — 
1. Till their seventeenth year the Roman youths wore a 
purple fringe round their dress, hence called the toga pra- 
textat after which it was laid aside for the plain while 
gown, Cic. ad Att. v. 20; ix. 19. — 11. Seductunit "taken 
apart." Cic. de Orat. i. 56, " Qui cum Crassum sedux- 
isset, atque ad eum retulisset." — 12. suffici, "to be named 
(generally *scribi haeredem*) in his place." Pers. Sat. ii. 
12, "Pupillumve utinam quem proximus haeres impello, 
expungam." — 18. ux, criminey "the charge against his 
wife." — 20. januam, sc. domus sua, — 21. reet. cub. «. 
petensy " going straight to the bed-chamber of his wife." — 
30. Sanctam, "pure, uncorrupted." — 32. "He avenged 
upon himself the penalty of the deed." — 34, 5. Both pos- 
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tulare ("to summon to an account,*') and pertraho (**to 
bring before the judge,") are terras of Roraan law. — 37. 
bonOf her husband's property. Slant, ** hold out ; maintain 
her cause." — 40. " That he would aid them in discharging 
their duty agreeably to their oath," i. e. that he would by 
his own verdict release them from their dilemma. — 53. im^ 
pugnantur, ** lie under the imputation of misdeeds." — 56. 
Amhitio, " interest." -^ 57. gratia, **to partiality." odio 
suOf ** its own private grudge," — 58. Erit, " ought to be." 

Fab. XII. — 4. hoc : supply loco. — 7. Construe : " Nee 
[possum] prodesse tibi, nee potes [prodesse] quidquara 
mihi." The old saying of "pearls before swine" will 
readily suggest itself. 

Fab. XIII. — 2. Hos: supply /wco*. — 4. pulcherr.f "tho- 
roughly, excellently ;" a favourite phrase with Plautus. — 5. 
Legem hanc, ** these terms." — 6. inconv., "unlike." — 8. 
religiOf " my responsibility as judge." — 10. de guis, i. e. de 
quibus. — 14. non possit, scfacere hos favos, — 17. pactam, 
" stipulated.** 

Fab. XIV. — 1. Atticus, an Athenian. — 2. nucibus. 
This was a favourite sport with boys in ancient times. 
Sueton. Aug. 83; Martial, v. 85. At Rome, the game 
was only allowed to be played during the Saturnalia. — 3. 
simul, "as soon as." — 6. expedi, "find out the meaning 
of." — 8. posita, " proposed." — 9. succumbit, " gives it up," 
as we should say. 

Fab. XV. — 4. cum libitum est, "when it pleased her.**— 
9. est potior, *'has a stronger claim upon thee." — 11. Age 
p. scisset, "Well! grant she had known." — 15. Jacenti, 
" as I lay exposed." — 17. necessitas, the mere fact of 
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relationship. — 19. legibus, the mere general laws or axioms 
of duty." 

Fab. XVI. — 2. oppetit, " meete with." — 7. admota, 
** being offered, repeated.'* — 10. fallada, " stratagem." — 
13. est animus: supply mihi. 

Fab. XVII. — 1. in tutela sua, " under their protec- 
tion." — 5. steriles : supply arhores. — 8. M : supply ait 
Minerva. 

Fab. XVIII. — 1. indigneferens, " taking it ill ; complain- 
ing." — 8. ilium, the nightingale. — 4. vocem miserit, ** utter 
a sound." — 9. Quo t supply dedisii : " to what purpose hast 
thou given?'* — 11. Understand Juno ait. — 15. ad quer, 
recidat, " may end in complaint" 

Fab. XIX. — I. solus.. ^amilia, i. e. instar familia, "serv- 
ing as a whole household of servants." — 2. maturius, " ear- 
lier than usual." — 5. circueunti: supply illi. — 8. medio 
sole, "at mid-day." — 9. Hominem, i.e. one worthy the name 
of man. 



BOOK IV. 

Fab. I. — 3. On these priests of Cyhele, see Diet Class. 

Fab. II. — 1. Joculare, sc. hoc opus, levi calamo, i. e. 
in a light, playful style. Martial £p. iz. 75, " frange leves 
calamo8."--6. rara, " but seldom." — 10. Mustela. In other 
versions this stratagem is attributed to a cat — H. putans, 
8C. earn esse. — 17. secutis, i. e. more mice having shared 
the same fate, retorridus, " brindle-coloured." — 20. Sic 
c 
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valeas, ut, "may you fare as sure as you are what you 
seem," i. e. "may ill betide you.'* 

Fab. III.— 3. tangere, " to reach." 

Fab. IV. — 1. Construe : " aper, dum vol. sese, turb. 
vad. quo eq. sol. f. sed. sitim." — 4f. levans, " taking." — 5. 
hunCf the boar. The same fable was related of the horse 
and the stag by Stesichorus. — 13. dedi, "to be placed 
under the power of another." 

Fab. V. — 6. turpissimam, "most ugly;" as in iii. 8. 2. — 

10. data fruantur : so, with the accus., Piaut. Asin. v. 1; 
Cato, R. R. c. 149. iimul = simul ac. — 14. expediU " can 
solve the diflaculty."— 16. tulerint, "have received." — 20. 
i. e. the woman, finding that it was impossible to arrive 
at the true interpretation of the will, took upon herself to 
satisfy, at all events, the first conditiorit (i. e. of dividing it,) 
and so keep good faith to the will of the departed, setting 
aside the attempt to catch the letter qf the law, — 25. apo' 
thecamt "a cellar." — 29. constitit: supply e^ dixit. — 
40. alienum, " unsuited to." — 44. tradet, " will part with, 
dispose of." — 46. diclam pec, " the sum agreed upon." 

Fab. VI. — 2. tabemis : probably the booksellers* shops. 
(Adams, R. Ant., p. 478.) The word most generally meant 
a tavern, or eating-house. — 3. cavosj "their holes.'* — 4. 
^gre recepti : having got into [their holes] with difficulty. — 

1 1 . The moral is, that " the officers are picked off first." 
Various barbarous nations wore the horns of animals af- 
fixed to rude helmets, in order to strike terror into their 
enemies. — 13. fac. prasidiOf "in a place of safety which is 
easy to find." 

Fab, VIL — 1. nasutCf "man of taste, connoisseur." rfi«-. 
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tringis, ** find f ult with, attack." — 5. cpthurnis, " in a 
tragic style ;" so called from the tragic buskin. — 6. An 
inoitation of Ennius : 

** Utinftm ne in nemore Pelio securibus 
Caesa cecidisset abiegnia ad terram trabis." 

Who has himself freely imitated the beginning of Euri- 
pides* Med. eXQ* oxpeK* 'Apyovs fi^ havraadai (TKoifpos.., 
/ur^y 4v vdvattn Tlr}\€ov ir€<rc7v irore T/urj^etcra •miKi]. — 9- 
Argus, the builder of the ship" Argo.*' Hygin. Fab. li. op, 
PaUadis, "by the aid of Pallas."— 11. Barharum. The 
Greeks applied this term to all who were not of their own 
country. — 13. jacent, "lie prostrate." — \5. fratris^ i.e. of 
Absyrtus. See Diet. Class. — 16. HiCt in Thessaly. — 17. 
Quid t. videtur? " What do you think of* [this specimen of 
.ffisop's heroic style]? — 18. vetustior. So says Thucyd. 
i. — 19. perdomuitf " conquered," by clearing the seas of 
pirates. — 21. tibi, i. e. to please you: the dativus commodi. 
Cato: proverbially, for a strict, censorious judge. — 25. 
nauseantf " affect to despise." 

Fab. VIII. — 4f. si qua resy " if there was anything fit to 
eat" 

Fab. IX. — 7. fraudem moHenSf " essaying a stratagem." 
— 11. nixOf "resting on ;" and so springing from. 

Fab. X. — 2. repletam^ sc. unam. — 3. Aliens : supply vi- 
tiis. — 4f. Hac re, " for this reason." 

Fab. XI. — 2. Tpsum, Jove himself, i. e. his temple. — 4. 
vocem misit, "uttered these words." — 6. subripi: supply 
ea. — 8. adscr.dieSf "the appointed day ;" Kvpia rjfiepa. — 11. 
tale comm.f "such an interchange." — 13. sacrum: supply 
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ignem. The ancients waited for fire from heaven.— '15. qui 
repperit, i e. Phsedrus. 

Fab. xii. — 2. intercipity ** stands in the way oV* — 8. 
objecto lucro, ** by the proferred [temptation of] gain." 

Fab. XIII. — XV. These fables are utterly confused 
and corrupt." 

Fab. XYI. — 2. Observe caeperunt with the penult short. 
—4. inquit: supply Jupiter. — 6. Pares, "equal shares oV* 
' — 8. Habitu, " in appearance.*' 

Fab. XVII. — 2. finxit : supply hanc fabellam, — 4. In- 
ter, " during." — 6. tuta : supply navis. — 10. tniscel, 
" chequers." 

Fab. XIX.— 5. Hanc: supply colubram. 

Fab. XX. — 2. Agit, " makes, works.** — 3. sp. ultimam, 
" to the end of the cave." — 5. Oro : supply vulpes at7.— 5. 
imprudentia, *' the abruptness [of my question]." — 6. puU 
chre videos, " you clearly perceive.** — 16. abiturus, ** since 
you will soon depart." priores, those who lived before 
you, and are now dead. — 18. Tibi dico, Phsedrus here 
addresses himself to the covetous man. For the form of 
speech, cf. Ter. Andr. iv. 5. — 20. tristis, " without enjoy- 
ing it** — 25. circumcidis, ** cut down, retrench.'* — 26. Li- 
bitina, " the goddess of funerals.** 

Fab. XXI. — 4. JEsopi, " to be ^sop's." minus arriserit, 
" is less pleasing." — 5. quovis pignore, " at any wager." — 
8. tile, iBsop. 

Fab. XXII. — 1. doctus, "cultivated." — 4. circumire: this 
word is used properly of those who wander about in search 
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of a chance liyelihood. — 7. cursu pelagiOf for pelagi. — 10. 
vetustaSf " the age/' rottenness, of the ship. — 16. extulit, 
** had saved.'* — 22. Sermone ah ipso, " hy mere report" — 
24. tabulam, a picture representing a shipwreck, carried 
ahout in order to excite compassion in those from whom 
they craved alms. 

Fab. XXIII.— 3. At tile, " and, after all, she," &c.— 4. 
extricas nihil, " bring nothing to effect" 

Fab. XXIV. — 3. pluris, "of most consequence." — 4. 
immolatur, "sacrifice is offered." — 10. The reply of the 
ant. — 11. Supply ** non ei qui.** — 16. ahigeris: supply 
"illuc quo.*'— 20. copiosa, " plentiful."— 23. nofas, " tlie 
traits** of character. 

Fab. XXV. — 5. pycta, "pugilist :** his name was Scopas, 
a Thessalian. — 6. secretum, "a place of retirement" — 7. 
franaret, " confined, curbed." — 10. " Applying an illus- 
trious instance of glory in the same art" Both Castor 
and Pollux wei^ famous for their skill in boxing. — 18. dua: 
supply partes, — 15. promitte, sc te venturum, — 16. es 
mihi, "you are [considered] by me.** — 18. corrumperet, 
" he should waste, spoil." — 22. sparsi pulvere, ^c. They 
were generally represented thus when appearing to en- 
courage the Romans in battle. — 23. Understand ** secuu' 
dum corpora." — 26. Jllius interesse, " that it most greatly 
concerns him." — 31. ardo, " series, complete history.** Cf. 
Tacit Ann. iv. 69 ; Suet Claud. 37. 

Fab. XXVI. — 1. parco: supply scribere, — 8. vocisfidem, 
"fulfilment of your promise." — 14. cepero: supply frui, 
—24. part$s, " this kind office." — 28. spiritus, " zeal ; feel- 
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ing of annoyance." — 34. Palam tnutire, " to complain 
openly." — 35. pulchre, " carefully." 

Fab. XXVII. — 2. In hoc = ad hoc, with this view. 
Paterc. ii. 114, *'.>aui in hoc solum importatum instrumen- 
tum.*' — 8. tacito corde, "in my private thoughts.** — 4, 
talis tituU, ** under the same title," i. e. who also professes 
to write fahles. — 6. tradere, "to hand down." — 7. cogi- 
tatio, " opirdon.*'— 8. Color, "style of feeling.** — 11. JEso- 
pias, i. e. " written after the manner qf^sop.*' — 13. genere, 
" style."— 16. licet, " let it do so I" 



BOOK V. 

Proloque. I. — 2. reddidit "have made aclcnowledg- 
ment for." — 3. Auctoritatis : on account of the importance 
of his name. 

Fab. I. — 1. On Demetrius, see Class. Diet. Phsedrus is 
not strictly true to history in his statement. — 4. Felieiter ! 
a customary form of congratulation. — 8. defuisse, " to have 
wanting" in paying their respects. — 10. ipsum, the author : 
cf. iv. 21, 19—21. 

Fab. II. The first part of this fahle has been ingeniously 
supplied, as it was wanting in the MSS. 

Fab. III. — 2. sibi duxit, " gave himself." — 3. volucris, 
"fly." — 10. maj. incommodo, "even at a greater incon- 
venience to myself." — 11, dari: supply et. 

Fab. IV.— 3. hordei, "of the barley" with which the boar 
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was fed. — 9. hahent, "retain them." — 10. Numeremus: 
supply eos. 

Fab. V. — 2. projudido, **in defence of." — 5. novitatenif 
"new diyersion." — 8. urhano, "pleasant, quaint" — 10. 
prolatuntf "brought forward, displayed.'* — 12. "Before 
[the performance commences] there are no seats to be had 
for the multitude." — 14. nul, adj., "without any other actors 
to support him." — 18. Ferum: supply /7orce//um. — 19. Quo 
facto: supply pallio excusso. — 25, favor, "prejudice in 
favour" of the former actor. — 30. scilicet = "which he 
really did. — 31. compererant, "had found out." — 32. vero, 
" the real pig." — 35. cogit, i. e. tries to compel. — 37. er- 
rorem, "their blunder; want of judgment" — 38. "See 
gentlemen, what pretty judges you are !" Croxall's trans- 
lation. 

Fab. VI. — S, temperata, "given in moderation." — 9. 
poeia, I. e. the professed poets, who write works of greater 
extent 

Fab. VII. — 2. defectus, "destitute of."— 3. in commune: 
supply sit. 

Fab. VIII. — 3. stulta levitas = vanus animus^ in vs. 1. 
— 5. Bathyllus was a celebrated pantoraimist of the time. 
— 7. pegma. By secret springs, certain wooden machines 
called pegmata, or pegmata, were raised to a great height, 
to appearance spontaneously, and elevated or depressed, di- 
minished or enlarged, at pleasure." Adams, 321. — 8. tibiam, 
" the leg." In the next line tibias = "the pipes," is un- 
derstood after dexlras ; a pun being intended upon the two- 
fold sense of tibia, — 12. Ad sanitatem, "so as to tend to 
health." — 13. lepidum, "given to amusement"— 17. m- 
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gredier: an archaism for ingpredior. — 18. Cf. Ter. Eun. v. 9, 
" Perfice hoc precibus, pretio ut haBream." — 21. Fremit, 
8C. rumor, — 23. Julaum, ** the drop-scene," or " curtain." 
— 24. more translaticio : after such a style as the stage 
resources could achieve ; the thunder being effected by the 
rolling of huge stones, &c., as in the nnodem theatres. 
Di locuti : because thunder was supposed to be the voice of 
the gods. — 29. The piper foolishly supposes that the shouts 
in honour of Tiberius really applied to himself. — 82. Homo 
meuSf " our friend." — 38. divina, " royal." It was fashion- 
able to apply the term divus to the emperor and his 
family. — 39. capite, "headlong." 

Fab. IX. — 1. pendens, " standing lightly upon." — 6. 
Effectus, " the carrying into execution." 

Fab. X. — 5. sibi did, sc. hoc. 



d by Google 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^\ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 



^^ iJ^ f 1171 



d by Google 



18 FABLES OF PH^DRUS. [IV., in.— 

valeas, ut, " may you fare as sure as you are what you 
seem,** i. e. " may ill betide you.** 

Fab. III.— 3. tangere, « to reach." 

Fab. IV. — 1. Construe : " aper, dum vol. sese, turb. 
vad. quo eq. sol. f. sed. sitim.*' — 4. levans, " taking." — 5. 
hunc, the boar. The same fable was related of the horse 
and the stag by Stesichorus. — 13. dedi, "to be placed 
under the power of another.** 

Fab. V. — 6. turpissimam, "most ugly;*' as in iii. 8. 2. — 

10. data fruantur : so, with the aocus., Plant. Asin. v. 1; 
Cato, R. R. c. 149. simul = simul ac. — 14. expedite " can 
solve the difficulty.*' — 16. tulerintf '* have received." — 20. 
i. e. the woman, finding that it was impossible to arrive 
at the true interpretation of the will, took upon herself to 
satisfy, at all events, the first condition^ (L e. of dividing it,) 
and so keep good faith to the will of the departed, setting 
aside the attempt to catch the letter of the law* — 25. apo" 
thecam, "a cellar.** — 29. constitit: supply et dixit, — 
40. alienum, " unsuited to." — 44. tradet, " will part with, 
dispose of." — 46. dictam pec, '* the sum agreed upon." 

Fab. VI. — 2. tabernis : probably the booksellers* shops. 
(Adams, R. Ant., p. 478.) The word most generally meant 
a tavern, or eating-house. — 3. cavos, " their holes." — 4. 
JSgre recepti : having got into [their holes] with difficulty. — 

11. The moral is, that "the officers are picked off first.** 
Various barbarous nations wore the horns of animals af- 
fixed to rude helmets, in order to strike terror into their 
enemies. — 13. fac. prasidio, "in a place of safety which is 
easy to find." 

Fab. VII. — 1. nasute, "man of taste, connoisseur." dis- 
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irtngis, ** find f ult with, attack.*' — 5. cothurtiis, ** in a 
tragic style :" so called from the tragic buskin. — 6. An 
imitation of Enniius : 

** UtinAm ne in nemore Pelio securibus 
Caesa cecidisset abiegnia ad terram trabis." 

Who has himself freely imitated the beginning of Euri- 
pides* Med. cfd' w<f>€\* 'Apyovs fi^ ^lairratrdat (rKd<pos... 
/U7;8* iu vdvcuai UriKiov irf<re7v tot* TftriB(7(ra ^^{tKrf. — 9- 
Argus, the builder of the ship" Argo.*' Hygin. Fab. li. op. 
Palladis, "by the aid of Pallas."— 11. Barharum. Tie 
Greeks applied this term to all who were not of their own 
country. — 13. jacenij "lie prostrate." — 15. fratris, i.e. of 
Absyrtus. See Diet Class.— 16. Hie, in Thessaly.— 17. 
Quid t. videtur f " What do you think of [this specimen of 
^8op*s heroic style]? — 18. vetustior. So says Thucyd. 
i. — 19. perdomuit, " conquered," by clearing the seas of 
pirates. — 21. tibi, i. e. to please you: the dativus commodi. 
Caio: proverbially, for a strict, censorious judge. — 25. 
nauseant, " affect to despise." 

Fab. VIII. — 4. « qua res, ** if there was anything fit to 
eat" 

Fab. IX. — 7. fraudem moliens, " essaying a stratagem." 
— 11. nixa, "resting on ;" and so springing from. 

Fab. X. — 2. repletam^ sc. unam. — 3. Aliens : supply vi- 
iiis. — 4. Hac re, " for this reason.'* 

Fab. XI. — 2. Tpsum, Jove himself, i. e. his temple. — 4. 
vocem misit, "uttered these words." — 6. subripi: supply 
ffl. — 8. adscr,dies, "the appointed day;" Kvpia rifi4pa. — 11. 
tale comtn.f " such an interchange." — 13. sacrum : supply 
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ignem. The ancients waited for fire from heaven.^15. qui 
repperitt L e. Phaedrus. 

Fab. xii. — 2. intercipit, " stands in the way ofl** — 8. 
objecto lucrOf " hy the preferred [temptation of] gain." 

Fab. XIII. — XV. These fahles are utterly confused 
and corrupt.' 

Fab. XVI. — 2. Ohserve coeperunt with the penult short 
— 4. inquit : supply Jupiter, — 6. Paret, ** equal shares oV* 
•—8. Habitu, " in appearance.*' 

Fab. XVII, — 2. finxit : supply hanc fabeliam. — 4. /n- 
ter, " during." — 6. tuta : supply navis, — 10. miscel, 
" chequers." 

Fab. XIX. — 5. Hanc: supply co/aJraw. 

Fab. XX. — 2. Agit, " makes, works." — 3. sp. ultimam, 
" to the end of the cave." — 5. Oro : supply vulpes aU.^5. 
imprudentia, ** the abruptness [of my question]." — 6. pul- 
chre videos, " you clearly perceive.** — 16. abiiurus, *' since 
you will soon depart." pr lores, those who lived before 
you, and are now dead. — 18. Tibi dico, Phaedrus here 
addresses himself to the covetous man. For the form of 
speech, cf. Ter. Andr. iv. 5. — 20. tristis, " without enjoy- 
ing it** — 25. circumcidis, " cut down, retrench.** — 26. Li- 
bitina, " the goddess of funerals.** 

Fab. XXI. — 4. ^sopi, " to be ^sop*s." minus arriserit, 
" is less pleasing." — 5. quovis pignore, " at any wager." — 
8. ille, iBsop. 

Fab. XXII. — 1. doctus, " cultivated." — 4. circumire: this 
word is used properly of those who wander about in search 
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of a chance liTelihood. — 7. cursu pelagio, for pelagi. — 10. 
vetustas, "the age," rotteuness, of the ship. — 16. extuHl, 
** had saved." — 22. Sermone ab ipso, " by mere report" — 
24. tabulam, a picture representing a shipwreck, carried 
about in order to excite compassion in those from whom 
they craved alms. 

Fab. XXIII.— 3. At tile, " and, after all, she," &c.— 4. 
extricas nihil, " bring nothing to effect" 

Fab. XXIV. — 3. pluris, *' of most consequence." — 4. 
immolatur, "sacrifice is offered." — 10. The reply of the 
ant. — 11. Supply "non ei qui." — 16. abigeris: supply 
"illuc quo."— 20. copiosa, " plentiful."— 23. notas, "the 
traits** of character. 

Fab. XXV. — 5. pyctae, "pugilist :** his name was Scopas, 
a Thessalian. — 6. secretum, "a place of retirement." — 7. 
franaret, " confined, curbed." — 10. " Applying an illus- 
trious instance of glory in the same art" Both Castor 
and Pollux we*e famous for their skill in boxing. — 13. dua: 
supply partes, — 15. promitte, sc te venturum, — 16. es 
mihi, "you are [considered] by me.** — 18. corrumperet, 
" he should waste, spoil." — 22. spctrsi pulvere, Sfc. They 
were generally represented thus when appearing to en- 
courage the Romans in battle. — 23. Understand ** secuu' 
dum corpora." — 26. Illius interesse, " that it most greatly 
concerns him." — 31. ordo, " series, complete history.** Cf. 
Tacit Ann. iv. 69 ; Suet Claud. 37. 

Fab. XXVI. — 1. parco: supply »cn6cr«. — 8. voctsfidem, 
" fulfilment of your promise." — 14. cepero: supply frui. 
— 24. partes, " this kind office." — 28. spkitus, " zeal ; feel- 
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ing of annoyance.*' — 34. Palam mutire, ** to complain 
openly." — 35. pulchre, " carefully." 

Fab. XXVII. — 2. In hoc = ad hoc, with this view. 
Paterc. ii. 114, "^am in hoc solum importatum instrumen- 
tum." — 3. tacito corde, **in my private thoughts." — 4. 
talis tituli, " under the same title/' i. e. who also professes 
to write fahles. — 6. trader e^ "to hand down." — 7. cogi- 
tatio, " opirdon."— 8. Color, "style of feeling." — 11. JS*o- 
piaSf i. e. " written after the manner qf Mso^." — 13. genere, 
" style."— 16. licet, " let it do so I" 



BOOK V. 

Prologue. I. — 2. reddidit "have made acknowledg- 
ment for.** — 3. Auctoritatis : on account of the importance 
of his name. 

Fab. I. — 1. On Demetrius, see Class. Diet. Phaedrus is 
not strictly true to history in his statement. — 4. Feliciter ! 
a customary form of congratulation. — 8. de/uisse, " to have 
wanting" in paying their respects. — 10. ipsum, the author: 
of. iv. 21, 19—21. 

Fab. II. The first part of this fahle has been ingeniously 
supplied, as it was wanting in the MSS. 

Fab. III. — 2. sibi duxit, " gave himself." — 3. volucris, 
"fiy." — 10. maj, incommodo, "even at a greater incon- 
venience to myself." — 11. dart: supply ei. 

Fab. IV.— 3. hordei, "of the bariey" with which the boar 
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was fed. — 9. habent, "retain them.'* — 10. Numeremus: 
supply eos. 

Fab. V. — 2, projudicio, "in defence of." — 5. novitatem, 
"new diversion." — 8. urbano, "pleasant, quaint" — 10. 
prolatum, "brought forward, displayed." — 12. "Before 
[the performance commences] there are no seats to be had 
for the multitude." — 14. nul, adj., "without any other actors 
to support him." — 18. Verum: §}xpip\y porcellum. — 19. Quo 
facto: supply pallio excutso. — 25. favor, "prejudice in 
favour" of the former actor. — 30. scilicet = "which he 
really did. — 31. compererant, " had found out" — 32. vero, 
" the real pig." — 35. cogit, i. e. tries to compel. — 37. er- 
rorem, "their blunder; want of judgment" — 38. "See 
gentlemen, what pretty judges you are !" Croxall's trans- 
lation. 

Fab. VI. — S, iemperata, "given in moderation." — 9. 
poela, i. e. the professed poets, who write works of greater 
extent 

Fab. VII. — 2. defectus, "destitute of." — 3. in commune: 
supply sit. 

Fab. VIII. — 3. stulta levitas = vanus animus, in vs. 1. 
— 5. Bathyllus was a celebrated pantomimist of the time. 
— 7. pegma. By secret springs, certain wooden machines 
called pegmata, or pegmata, were raised to a great height, 
to appearance spontaneously, and elevated or depressed, di« 
rainished or enlarged, at pleasure." Adams, 321. — 8. tibiam, 
" the leg." In the next line tibias =s "the pipes," is un- 
derstood after dexlras ; a pun being intended upon the two- 
fold sense of tibia, — 12. Ad sanitatem, "so as to tend to 
health." — 13. lepidum, "given to amusement"— 17. m- 
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gredier: an archaism for ingredior. — 18. Cf. Ter. Eun. v. 9, 
** Perfice hoc precibus, pretio ut haeream." — 21. Fremit, 
8C. rumor, — 23. Aulaum, ** the drop-scene," or " curtain." 
— 24. more translaticio : after such a style as the stage 
resources could achieve ; the thunder being effected by the 
rolling of huge stones, &c., as in the modem theatres. 
Di locuti : because thunder was supposed to be the voice of 
the gods. — 29. The piper foolishly supposes that the shouts 
in honour of Tiberius really applied to himself. — 82. Homo 
meiu, ** our friend." — 88. divina, " royal." It was fashion- 
able to apply the term divus to the emperor and his 
family. — 39. capite, "headlong." 

Fa:b. IX. — I, pendenst ** standing lightly upon." — 6. 
Effectus, " the carrying into execution.*' 

Fab. X. — 5. sibi dicit sc. hoc. 



d by Google 



d by Google 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






